- gﬁewmﬂ (DDo8 ‘

In reply quote: 31/16/1. - 18t April, 1970,

The Flag Officer Commanding,
HM Australian F¥leet,

HUAS VENDETTA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - HARCE 1970

1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her Majestyts
Agstralian Ship under By commend for the month- of Mareh, 1970.

as directed at 20 targets between 0200 and,
0300 on Sunday 1st March and-an air spotted nission was commenced at
1000. The affernoon migsion, again air spotted, took an unusual turn
wher the spotter requested that the Ship engage targets on the beach
line with close range weapons. Accordingly the ship was anchored in
Yen fathoms and M4 ang G2 mountings engaged an ares of trails and
trees leading down to the seafront, oOn completion the ship weighed
and proceeded to seaward to engage further targets with main armament,

spotted firing with Limited ¢.D.4. resulting, The spotter then
informed the ship that the Commander First Field Force had ordered a
move to Point RAQUEYL, south of PHAN RANG, and course was shaped
accordingly, During Passage further G¢,D.A. was passed for the weel’g
firings in the form of 11 K.I.A.'s which had been discovered during
& ground sweep, :

4, The initial firing point for the new station was some
fifteen miles north east of Point RAGUEL and at 1700 the ship was in
position ready to fire. The first targets were  centred in a Viet Cong
village being constructed high in the ‘mountains, in an area undisturbed
by gunfire for some considerable time, Reasonable G.D.A. was obtained
and the ship then fired in direct bombardment at a bunker and cave
complex situated on a headland, This first direct bombardment was
very impressive and spreads for line and range were minimal.

5. On completion of this mission the ship resumed a seawarg
racetrack until 2100 when course ‘was shaped for a point fifteen miles
to the south west wheré harragssment and saturation fire was directed
et a munber of targets. Course was then shaped to return to the
original firing position and between 0300 and 0400 harassment fire was
directed at elght targeis, -
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- Te. Only one air spotted mission wag fired on Wednesday 4th, 2
Vel successful firing with three of the initial salvoes-requiring no
gpot¥ing corrections. During the afternoon the spotters, accompanied
by A.R.V.N., N.V.N. and Thaj Officers and men vigited the ship,

8. This untep was a Door one and by far the worst of the
deployment, great difficulty being experienced in engaging the prohes
and atores being passed Slowly due to PASSUMPSIC's aster winch being
capable of only 30% power. It was capped when a load of rubber for
onfreighting tc HMAS PERTH was lost due to the highline 8lings parting
between the two ships.

and"on completion of ammunitlioning at 1400 courge wag shaped for SUBIC
BAY, The passage was uneventful and at 0700 on Saturday 7th VENDETDTA
berthed port side to at Numbers 11 and 12 Bivierc Pier, Alpha and X-Ray ‘
turret barrels were removed and new barrels pstted by 1200 and I.W.O. .
personnel and ship's staff commenced setiing to work.

10. At 1000 on‘Wednesday -11th T paid a farewell call on the
Commander Naval Base, Subie, Vice Admiral V.G. LAMBERT and at 1315 I
called upon the Commander, Cruiser-Destroyer Grou d, "Pacific, Rear

Ad@iral W.H. BAGULEY, sboard his Flagship, USS HORNE.

. - At 2100 on Thursday 12th I was asked to #2il -one day early

in order %o fill a gap which had arisen in T.U, 70,8,9. due to the
COLUMBIA EAGLE incident; accordingly the ship was readied for sea and
at 0915 on Friday 13th cast off ang proceeded for en uneverntful 20 )
knot passage to IT Corps, Recovery_firings were carried out on Saturdéy
14%h-and at 2030 rendezvous was effected with USS MATTAPONT to embark
fuel, At 0015 on Sunday 15th VENDETTA reported for duty to the II
Corps N.G.L.0. in the vicinity of Point SASHA and there being nc
harassment firings available remained on a patrol line throughout the
remainder of the night. )

12, 4% 1000 on Sunday 15th an air spotted mission was fired
against three targets with fair G.D.A, resulting. At 1315 ten rounds
of HEVT were fired against an area where movement had been detected
by a sensor, No further daylight missions were available and the ship
remained on an offshore firing racetrack, At 2300, immediately prior
to the scheduled time of harassment firings, I received a signal
directing VENDETTA to western ITII Corps snd course was shapeqd )
accordingly with the ship proceeding towards Point VIRNA at 24 lmots.

13. At 1430 on Monday 16th the ship reported for duty in the
vicinity of Point VIRNA and then proceeded at slow gpeed, with echo
sounder running and hand leadline being utilised, to an anchorage in
8ix fathoms, Despite the urgency implied in the movement gignal no
missions were aveilable and +he Ship remained at-anchor until 1100 on
Tuesday 17th when the anchorage was moved some 2,000 yards closer
inshore to cover a target area. The constant flurry of mud in the
ship's wake did little for oy peace of mind, already samewhat disturbed
by my predecessor's cheeérful handover message that T™MOST of the
soundings are correct!', At 1130 the ship came to starboard anchor in
five fathoms of water.

..1/1'1".

SEGRET
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1¢ The first firing for 48 hours commenced at 1500, with
mi..mal G.D,A, resulting, No further mission wag available and the
ship was requested to remain at anchor until the afternoon of
Wednesdey 18th when another air spotted mission was fired. At 1730
the ship weighed and proceeded at slow speed to 2 new anchorage 12
miles %o the north to cover a large %arget area whece A.R.V.N. forces
had been in heavy contact with = Viet Cong Regiment, At 1930 the
ship came to anchor in five fathoms of water and betwéen 2150 ang
2254300 rounds of saturation fire was directed at a U shaped target
area. On completion of the ghip's bombardmeni the same area was hit
by helicopter gunships and the remainder of the . night was uneventful.

.

until 1700 when the anchorage was moved 23 miles to the gouth to cover
targets for night haragsment, Firings took ‘place between 2000 and
2100 and again between 2200 and 2300. A% 0100 on Friday 20th the ship
weighed and proceeded to-rendeszvous with GSS TOLOVANA and at 0600
commenced embarkine fuel, with the USCGC MELL.ON gtationed on the OpPOS—
ite side, The shallow water set up &n umasucl amount of intutrction
‘between the three ships and the unTep proved to be very interessting,

) Fuelling was completed at Q745 when course was directed for Point VIRNA,

16, Course was alfered itwice during passage as targets were
passed and then cancelled, This has been the pattern of events during
the short time in ITIT Corps - targets being cleared and passed to the
ship and then cancelled due to lack of clearanca, The fighting ashore
has been quite heavy with 14,000 A.R.V,.N. soldiers in the field and
it has been most frugtrating listening tc the ground and air forces
in contact. Visibility for some forty miles along the coast has been
poor due %o the heavy bank of smoke which stretches over ten miles to
seaward, -

17, At 1245 VENDETTA came to starbeoard anchor in six fathoms of
water and commenced an airgpotted mission, but after fifteen minutes,
fire was halted as smoke blanketed the farget srea. At the ship's
anchorage, six and a half miles offshore, light burnt debris was
falling and the smell of burning wood was most apparent.

18. At 1700 the ship weighed and proceeded south towards an
anchorage position foxr night harassment firings. The anchorage was
something of a surprise with an L.5.T7., a Ccast Guard Cutter and two
Patrol Boats already in pogsegsion. For the next two hours low comedy
prevailed as each command endeavoured to establish the reison dletre
of the other vessels and it transpired that three .separate missions
were in being without any cross knowledge. I discovered that my
harassment targeis were extremely close to the position of some
friendly troops and therefore refused to fire until Lhe situation

was clarified by the IITI Corps N.G.L.0, Clarification of a kind was
obtained by the cancellation of harassment firing and the ship remained
at anchor. -

19. Saturday 21st saw the same confuged situation ag regards the
location of friendly troops and although the spotters tried hard to

get clearances no targets were available. The ship therefore became

8 hired gun and fired for the Lo¢al Market Time operations and at 1300
commenced en ailr spotted mission. Spotting techniques were rather
different to those normally enccuntered but the sheer Joy of fixing
again after a prolonged period of inactivity smoothed over any
diffienlties, Anchorage was shifted at 1530 and ancther air spotted
misslion took place, the shi;sE g2 at anchor for an evening Redhaze
misaslon. _ mr . /90.

5
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received from TOLOVANA and the boilers blacked "out on five Separate
occasions. A separate report has been rendered, :

22, Lgain the course back to Point VIRNA was altered twice as
targets were passed and cancelled and at 1430 the ship finally came
to starboard anchor in six fathoms of water, Firing commenced

gun and firehoses were played on the mounting until the round “could
be cleared. G.D.a, Wwag satisfactory and included ten X.I.A's,

anchorage and 2145 came Lo starboard anchor. Harassment fire was
directed against 15 targets between 0100 and 02Q0 and again between
0400 and 0500 on Monday 23rd and the 8hip remzined at anchor until
1030 when course was set to the south for an afternoon mission,
However, after two thirds of the passage had been completed the ghip
was ordered to return to the north and anchored at 1230, Between
1400 a2nd 1700 an airspotted mission wag fired with moderate G.D.A.

24, This last pericd on the gunline has been g disappointing
and frustrating one,” The large number of ground forces in the area
working for 8eparate commands ensures chaos and the spotters! task
in trying to obtain clearances ig an unenviable one. In addition
navigation marks are few with the northern anchorages being effected
oen a !let-got bearing of an island 19 miles away,

25. Passage to SUBIC BAY was uneventful apart from the brown -

' behind the ship as the contaminated fuel was pumped to sea,
A% 0800 on Thursday 26th VENDETTA gecured port side to at Numbers 11
and 12 UvictoPier and the process of returning stores commenced.

A% 1000 on Saturday 28th HMAS HOBART secured port side to
on VENDETTA under the beaming smiles of my entire ship's company and
at 1045 a general briefing was held in VENDETTA's Wardroom, Individual

27. At 0930 on Sunday 29th I attended your arrival, Sjir, at
CUBI POINT ¥aval Air Station and fccompanied you on your-visit to
HOBART and VENDETTA, A+t 1215, with due minimal ceremony, the weight
was transferred in your presence on VENDETTA's forecast]e and after
having had the pleasure of entertaining you and your Staff Officers
to lunch'T accompanied you to CUBI POINT for your departure to the

Flagship; SEGRET .. /o8,
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2c. - At 1630, together with the Captain of HOEART and a large
and vociferous Australian/American crowd, I had the pleasure of -
watching the first battle for the Seventh Fleet Rughy Championship,

and from the Americem comments I feel sure that it will not be long
before Amer;can Ships are entering the competition,

29, A%t 1000 on Monday 30th VENDETTA cagt off and proceeded
for VERDE ISLAND Passage and the voyage home. We were gpeeded on
our way by many kind and flattering signals and while there is not
a single person sorry to be going home many good friends have been
left behind, After an uneventful passage through the SAN BERNADINQ
Straits a full power work up was successfully completed,

30, 7 Health and Conduct have been satisfactory and morale is
high, However, I am still disturbed at our complete lack of success
in the fight against the incidence of Veneral Digease. Despite
lectures and films in all their gory details ng headway appears

Yo have been made and the solution is = mystery 5o me.

1 have the honour to be,
Six,

Your cbedient Servant,

(E.E. JOHNSTON)
COMMANDER RAN
CAPTAIN

For Information: .
The Commander, Second Australian Destroyer Squadron.
The Commanding Officer, HMAS HOBART.

The Commanding Officer, HMAS PERTH,

The Commanding Officer, HMAS BRISBANE.

The Commanding Officer, HMAS VAMPIRE.

The Commander, Australian Forces Vietnam.

SECRET
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(Appendiz B %o HMAS VENDEJJTAE g BeELr S/1/1€/1 dated 1477, .

Steaming Figures, Movements and Movement Forecast

Distance Steamed during month: 5;538.8 milec
Distance steamed since commissioning: | 429.739,5 miles
Hours underway during month: B .290.0 hours
Hours underway since cominissioning: 30,169.7 hours

Mo--ements

——a

1 - 4 Mar II CTZ NGPFS

5 — Enroute Subic

7 = 12 Inport Subic-
13 -~ 14 Enroute 70, 8.9
15 - 16 II CTZ NGFS

17 - 23 ITIT CTZ HNGFS
24 - 25 Enroute Subie
26 - 29 Inport Subie
30 - 31 Enroute Manus
Forecast

1 - 3 Apr  Enroute Menus

4 Inport Manus
5 =10 Enroute Sydney
11 -~ 30 Inport- Sydney

SECREL
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DATE
02 Yar

05 Mar
05 Mar
14 Mar
20 Mar

22 Mar

RECORD OF UNDERWAY REPLENT SHMENT

- '@tf_ﬁppendix C to HMAS VENDRTTA's %ﬁg E% 6/1 dated Ist April,

TTME
0803 - 0926
0313 - 0454
1248~ 1355
2030 - 2115
0617 - OTBé
0933 - 1005

SHIP
USS RANIBER (AB-5)

MATERT A3, PRANSFERRED

1008
536

Shll

-Cartridge

USS PASSUMPSIC(A0107) 267.6 tons NSFO

USS VESUVIUS(AB-15)

USS MATTAPONI (A041)

USS TOLOVANA(AO-64)

USS POLOVANA(AC-64)

SEGREL

200
864
566

154
24.0

249

660
64

its viect stores

shell
ciriridge

tos NSFQ

158 viet stores
Tons NSFO

1bs vict stores

Lons NSFO
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(Appendix D to HMAS VENDETTA!

Date Sport
15MAR70Q Rugby

29MAR Rughy

s \myp
iibhwiiii]r

& letter §1/16/1 datei 14PR70)

SPORT
Competitors - Result Reps
Cox'n C:ms
Big 'E' v Cox'ns Crims 14-3 40
VENDBEITA v HOBART &5 17

SECRET
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5 §§§¢ (4ppendix E to mmAS VENDETTA's letter §1/16/1 datey 1APR70)

: SECRET
HMAS VEFNDETTA NGFS STATISPICS ON COMPLETION OF SERVCE WITH
: US SEVENTH FLEET : :

— —

ITEH DESTROYED DAMAGED

VO KIA éBody Count) 52
VC KI4 (Probable) 20
VO W14 _ 1
MASOWARY STRUCTURES 22 26
OTHER STRUCTURES 108 102
CAVES 44 50
BUNXERS 239 . 223
FIGHETING HOLES 13 ) 37
TUNHELS 1 2
TRENCHES 4 19
BRIDGEES : 1 1
SANMPANS . 18 1
FOOD cAcHES 7
WEAPON POSITTONS 11 1
CONCRETE WATER WELLS 1 1
ENEMY OBSERVATTION POSTS 1
BASE CAMPS 1
PACK ANIMATS KITLED 2
CATTLE KILILED 27
0X CART ' 1
FISH TRAPS 1 3
MORTARS 2
SECONDARY EXPLOSIORS M
SECONDARY FIRES 107
TRATL INTERDICTED 8500 metres
TREE LINE 220 metres
CULTIVATED FIELD 120 acres
Ttems recovered by friendily forces ag direct »esult of VENDETTA'g
NGE
LARGE AMMUNIDION CACHES 2
FIELD RADIOS 25

| MEDICAY, SUPPLY CACHES 2
AUTOMATIC WEAPONS 38
ROCKET PROPELLED GRENADES 28
LARGE FOOD CACHE . 1
CACHE OF ENEMY DOCUMENTS 1
CACHE OF ENEMY COMBAT EQUIP 1
General Statistics:
Days spent on Gunline 93
Missions fired 192
Total Number of T rgets 1837
Total rounds fired 13285 x 4.5 irch
Total rounds fired 414 x 40 mm

SEGRET



