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I have ths honour to submit the report of proceedings
of Her Majesiyte Australian Ship under my command, for the
month of September, 1965.

Za Duripg the monih VENDETTA siesnnd 7,326 milea and
was at ssa for 2¢ days.
3. On Tugsday the 3lat August, VENDETTA sailed for

patrol duties in the Jingspors Straits; returning to
Singapore Navsl Bose on Mondey, 6th Septenber, ut 0900.

The patrol was uneventful, with the hours of darknsss spent
.wndexwey and daylight hours at anchor, Anchorapges warse
salectsd to glvs ‘the oppertunity ito lmnd bathing parties at
Changt an Tuesday Znd snd Saturday 4ih and st Jasons Bay on
Sunday Sth.

I The ahip was refuelled Irom R.F.i. WAVE SOVERRIGN .-
ort the 44k, the Executive Officer, DLisutenant Commander ;
M.W, RBudson, R.A.HW., conning the ship. During the month

the Exgcutive Officer slso brought the abip alongside ang
iook her o paes. '

x

T On Mondey 6%h, =ix hours afier gevuring at Singapore
Naval Baee the ship wos required to eail at short notice for
patrol,  VENDE®TA was xeady %o procead at 1645 and was on
paasage ‘to the patrol rrea by 1700. The patrel was short

and whsventful, VENDETTL returning to No. 2 Berth in the

Nevel Stores Bagin at 0900 ‘the next day. H.M.A.5. DUCHESSY
berthed alongside at 1500 on returh from a patrol in the
Malaces Straita.

6. I wes privileged tc dins with Vice Admiral and

Lady Twipe ni Admiralty Housgs on the evening of Septemver
Th. '
T I s2l1led on Vice Admiral P.J. Hill-Noxton, ¢.58,,

¥lag Officer Second in Command Fay Fsat Flaest, on the fore-

noon of Thursday 9th. I als0 received calls from the

Saptaing of the Australian Minesweepers at Singspore, H.M.A.S.IBIS

Dieutenant Commander P.D. Campbsll ﬁ.n.ﬁ; H.}.4.5. TEAL, -
Ligutensnt X. Murray, D.3.C., R.A.N.: and H.M.A-S. SRIPE,

Liouienant I.B.E. Courtier, R.4.N.

8. H.M.A.Bhipe VENDETTA ané DUCHESS szilsd from
8ingapore Naval He4e on Fridasy 10th September and proceedad
castwards te Manus. . The passage was vio the Molliwsli and
3ivitu Channels, : :

a. The guartarly full powsr trial wss carrisd out on

Sunday 12th September batwsen 0830 - 1015. SatisTeotory
figures were oBtained, the average H.P.M. belng 293.
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10, A% approximately 1600 on the seme day, a shrill
whigtle coming Irom the rear of the A boiler waes reported,
Inveatigation ravealed that tha Joint on the main steanm

dine at the load off from the sunerhested hesadsr had started
¥ blow from the spiral wound gamket. Thoe secondboiler

was connected and the 3hip‘s Staff working ih ons hour shifis
replaced the gasket and adjusted tho hanger in ten hours.

In the very hot conditvions, it is ovnsidexed that ihey
performed a wvaxy <rsdfdabls "Deokysrd Jau",

£lres BElWMy

11, This mattar has baen report separately tm tHé
Engineer. Officerts Quarterly Letter.
12. Both ships refusllcd from R.F.4. CGOLY RANGER on

Morday 13%h in the ares south of Sibutu Channal, On
Complation, VENDEYTA and DUCHESS proceeded, exereiging on
passngs, towards Manus.

13, Tne highlight. of sn uneventful passage occurred
for the Medical Brapch thres days befors arrival at Manus.
Radic Operator A.J. Mitchell, R.62140, of H.M.A.S. DUCHESS
devalopsd acute appendicitis during tha Forenoon of the 15%h
Septembar, Hia condition indicated thst early oparation
waa imperative and this was performed onbosrd H.M.A.S.
VENDETT®A, after m boat transfgr, The facilities on board
VENDETTA werc considered betier with more space in the Sick
Bay for an operatinn of this nature.

14, Conditions were ideal for the operation, ineluding
tho wonthor. Tho Nedical Officoy of DUCHESS performad the
appandicechomy under gsneral anaesthetic sdministered by
VENDEITA s Medical Officer. The pperatien was succegsful
and a grossly laflemsd appendix removed. Subseguent
convalescence was satlsfastory wsnboard VENDETTA and the
patient was ambulent when put asnore ai Manus Hospiial.

15. On Sstuyday 18%th both ships berthed at Lombrom
Jatty, Manug, fuelled ond prepsrad for the psssage. to Oayp
3t Jacquos. '

1€, K.M.A.S, SYDNEY, Captain G.J.B. Crabb, 0.8.0. R.A.K.,
anchored in Seeadler Harbour on Sunday 19th %o refusl, and
the Captaine of both eseorta called on him in the ovening.

17 H.M.3.3. SYDNEY eacortead by VENDETTA and TDUCHESS
procesded from Manue st 0600 on Monday 20%h September for
Operation “Tanton®. The passsge to Subic Bay viz the San
Beensrdino and Verde Island Passages was uneventful, although
sevaral "false nlarm” Sonar sontocts kept the screen on its
woas.  VENDETTA ond DUCHESS refuelled from SYDNEY on $he
22nd September,

18. Tha three ships arrived at Subic Bay Zor fuel on

Seturday 25th at 0700, sailing again a¢ 1700 for Cap St Jacgues.
19. The ecoarrier and sgcorts anchored ix the Saigon River

on the morning of Tuesday 28th snd the unloading cf SYDNEY'S
cargo commanced,

20. The sotivity of the American Porpes in Vietnam was
very much brought home during the short stay at anchor,

with a greet desl of air sctivity and 2 bYombardwent carried
cut by U.S3.5. PRESTON one mile &way from our anchorago.

21 Defence Tatches wore mainiained whilet st anchor %o
cembal any undérwzter ettaoka, end vont controls Wers
coptinous. Ship's divers carrisd out bottom searches at
sach slack water and @ ¥0%81 of 175 scare oharges were Eroppad,
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22, SYDNEY's atores unleafed, I agsumed ftoctical commond
of the escorie ae ordaered, and proossded from the Saigon
River at 061l% on Thuraday 30th Jeptember. A departure

soreen wag formed and at 0745 6ll thres ships proceeded
southwards to clear the "Merket Time” patrol area, which is
$he U.5.N. gurveillance srea off Vietnam.
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23, VENDETTA and TUCHESS procdoded in company with
H.M.A.S. SYDNEY until completien of fuslling =t 1630, when
the acresn detatched and proceeded for Hong Kong.

24. The health, conduct and morele 0f %the ship's

company Temalins very satiefactory end the self maintensancs
period in Hong Hong is sagerly awaited by sll hands.

I have the honour %o be

Sir,

-

Yeuid?badien. gervant.

Pl

(D.W. YFACH.)
COMMANDER.
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN MAVY.

Tha Flag 0fficer Companding

H.M. Augtralian Flaet.

The Commander, Far Bast Plect.

The Flag Officer Sacond in Commsng
Far East Fleel.

The Captain, 10 Desfroysy Sguadron.
The Captain, H.M.A.8. SYDNEY.

The Gap’tain, HiM.AlS' WCHESB-
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