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- 1/16/3(2)- _ Hgﬂg SYDNEY,
' at Sea.

ird December, 1369.

Flag Officer Commanding,
H.4. Anstralisn Fleet.

HMAS SYDNEY — REPORT OF ~ROCEEDINGS - JMOVELBER. 1969.0

Sir '

1. I heve the honour to submit the report of proceedings
of Her Majesty's Austrslien Ship SYDNEY, under my dommand, for the
month of Nevember 1969.

2. n Saturday and Sunday 15t/2nd November the ship was along-
gide 2t Cockatoo Island at the end of the refit.

3« At 0510 the ship wes cagt off and moved pold from Cockatoo
Igland to NoZ bugy. n gompletion of anmunitioning the SYDNEY

slipped’ and proceeded to sea at 1340. The ship remeined at sea for
48 hours to prove machinery sfter ihe rafit, cerry out gun functioning
. .ials, full power trial and seamnnship“evciutions; No major defects
were found and the ship berthed atzrbusil-8ide to et the Fitting Out

Wherf st 1400 on Vednegday 5th Novemser.

; Rear Admiral W.D.H. GRAHAM, ¢.B.E., the Fouxrth Nzval Member
¥isited +the ship on Meonday 10th November, and wallked eround the ship.

5. By Friday afternoon the ship bad stored end loaded in prep-
sration for the departure on Saturday 15th November, and the ship
cast off and procesded at 1006, after & ghert delay while a merchant-

man was to clear the Hesda...

5. An umeventful passage perth preceeded the ship's berthing
at No3 B.H.P. wharf, Hemilton Resch, Brisvene, at 1416 on Sunday
16th November. - )

T At 1230 on Monday 17th November, with the Bth RAR embarked
for passage toe Vung Tau, the ship cast off and proceeded noerth via
-a*Bgrrier Reef Inmex routa.

8. Tn order to conserve fuel the DUCHESS was routed north in
! advance of the SYDNEY, and by 1500 on Tuegdey 18th November this ship
b=d ‘cayght up, and the {twa ahips proceeded i compeny. Torres Streit
3 cleared by Q900 on Thursday 20th November &ond the DUCHISS re-
Pualled st 1000. At 1205, on completion of refuelling the DUCEESS
was detached to proceed o the approcches ©o D-rwin, end the two
ships again joined compeny at 1045 on Saturday 22nd November, to the

west of Melville Island.
continued, and Sunds strait was transitied on

9. The passage

25th Novemter, and the shipe pas.ed through Gaspar Streit late that
night.

10. At 1200 on Wednesadsy 26th Kovember the SYDNEY and DUCHTSS

refuelled from RFA TIDZPOCL, and the evolution was completed at 1522.
4 jackstay transfer was then carried out with the DUCHE 5 an the
passage continued towards VUG TAU.

11. After croasing a sheexr line gtretching across the centre

of the South Chins Sea the weziher turned very nasty and rain and

a NNE wind of Force £-7 hed whipped up an 8-10 foot swell with 3-5

feet of pBez. In this wegtheT, on Thursday 27th Novembexr, the cargo

party 4id well to pre-stow all cargd for disembarkation with the

exception of twenty pallets containing crrabozrd containers of Ymas

presenta and cakea. In view of tne demrge which would Lzve teen done ;
to this cargo by the driving rain I decided to enchor at VNG U At E
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0600 on Friday 28th November. The advencement of the ETA by one
hour waw approved by the local harbour authorities, and after arrivel
th? cardboard bYoxes were stowed on deck in preparation for off loading.

i2. The unloading commenced at 0700, eg waual, :nd went ver
smoothly. All troops ware embarked/disembarked and cargo loaded/gff
loaded by 1148 and at 1200 on Friday 28th November the SYDNIY weighed
“nd proceeded out of VUNG TAU to join the DUCHZSS, who had weighed

und proceeded at 1150. The twn .ships proceeded scuth through the very
uncomfortable westher described in pera. 11. A few glencing hits

on the bottom of the LCM's by wsves sgsin emphesised the vulnerability
of these LOM's, in their stawages in the SYDNEY, partieulerly from

2 rough sea on the gquerter.

13. On Saturday 29th Novetiber the DUCHESS detzched to proceed
to SOIGAPORE, mnd the DERTENT joined from SINGAPORE,
14. On 3undey 30th Novembaxr, the ships psssad through first

Gespar and then Sunda Strait on passeze to FREMANTLE.

15. * . During the neridd of’ﬁp#k-up‘memhers'bf the.Fleet Trirld unit
were ambarked to carry out Gun Funetioning trisls.. Urny minor defects
were found on all four mountings during these triels snd these defecta
were not rectified until fthe evening before'sailing foF Vietnsm. -

re, On Tuesday 11th Novemper the Gunnery Officer aﬁ@ one
T "Tshipmin’ visited K8 CIBYTRA0SS to o-rxy out & recognition course.

T The gHipe company have +twice baen exercised at Action
‘wtation arnd Defence Stetions snd in eddition guns crews, lookouts
and communication numbers have been exercised. Ome surface shoot
has been carried out againat smoke loats laid by AMAS DUCHESS.

18. The Boarding Perty, LCM and Boats crews end sentries have
been ingtructed in the use of am=ll erma. Small zyms competition
have been held against the Army coniingent and psr s of ship.

13. The HigHexr . Retes tfainiﬁg cltss h~s bedn . given freduent
ingtruction in squad drill by the Petty Officer in chzerge of Gunner's

Party.

20, An sircreft recognition course hza been strrted with volun-—
teer Dog Watch instruction. Thiz hes met with limifed asuccess.

1. Satigsfactory progress has been mede in the cleeniny of the
various air mzgasines end other comprriments no longer in use.

Y
o = During the month numerows aperting activities heve been
Weld. The ship's company have responded willingly to the varisus
competitions and it is considered that both moresle ond Iitness h-ve
ineregsed 23 @ result. Volleyball atill eppaars to be the predom-
inant sport with vp to 40 tesms competing in various competitions.
Gemeg have almo been played 2gazinsgt the Army personnel.

23. P.T. has been held every morning (except Sundey) for
21l Ordinary Seamen and Midshipmen off w-tch. A number of volunteers
from other parts of ship heve zlso zttended,

24. The Band haw given severzl conce.ts te the ship's compeny
and troops embarked for Vietnam. Thess have heen particularly well

received especially when the mood chrnges from cl-ssicel to medern.

The Jand have integr:ted themselves well inte the ship's routine.

25. Training of Ordinary Seamen and Junior Recruits has prog-
ressed matisfactorily during the month. I 1ia considered {uzt the
trip north has Yeen most bemeficizl, particulerly to the young szilors
cf the Seemen category who will 211 be gualified helmamen before
arrival in Sydney town. A noticeable rimse in morale rmongst these
young men was evident onece the ship proceeded o see,

26. Training for Section Cne Part e of the Higher Renks Pro-
motion Board wrs carried out during the nonth for "he 54 cendidetes
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217. In the interests of creating s worked ﬁp diving team for

Vung Tau 2 night diving exercise wss crrried out on 10th November

end daylight exercises c-rried out on the 11th,- 12th and 14tk Novembe
4 demonstration operation awkwsrd w = crrried out for all ship's dive
aperati:m awkward sentries znd boats =nd LCH crews on AM 312t'.. 4
semi-reelisfic daylight attzck wrs carried out on PM 12th by CDT 2

to exercise ship's divers -nd oper-tion wkw Pd sentries.

28. ~e ship’s diving te-~i.c-rried out U/% defence oper~tion in
Vung Tau.on 28th November. _

29. Most electrical machinery has performed well, there having
been no major failures. The self-contained air-condivi ‘ning unit
in 4N Dental Surgery has proved ineffective. This is probebly be-—
czuse of mn inadequate flaw of cooling air sround the nachine.

30. Despite the mounting just having completed a dockyard bi-
ennial planned maintenance routine, the breech block of G3 40/60
mounting was o badly worm am to render the gun unocperztive. A
breech block wes borrowed from HMAT DUCHESS and returned before

she detached.
! Iriels ¢f X3 Turbo-generator were not carried out before

"wailing for this trip as no loadtznk could be mede aveiladle by

Carden Island Dockyard., A 'heat''run only wis csrried ocut by ship's -
"8, A posterefif full power iri-l wry c-rried out on Sth Nov. with
vigfactory results and =zll machinery hze settlew wown well sfter

= lengthy refit, Minor problems were experienced with refrigeretien,

cir-conditioning and weter—coolebs but these heve now been overcome.

2. Air-conditioning units have now been fitted in 4K CPO's
mess and the TWardroom Antercom; both these unlts heve considerably
improved conditiens in the tropics in these gp-ces. ALl modernised -~
tathroems and heads ere now in use. A considershle number ef miney 53?."
defects have hrd to be remedied by ships steff.in every modernised i
comparitment. : ”;-”‘_
33. Due to industrisl disputes wnilst the ship was =lengside)
Crekatco Island and the completion dete for work on refrigerntadds;
8paces, =toring of the ship in reedinses for the trooping passage:;
to be updertaken at extremely short notice and wes only completed o
b November, the day prior to sailing. Due to the speed with whichws

e~ "mity exigted-to inspect the stores on delivery. A close - -

inspects.., however] d18 tzke'.pl-ce.-s soon:.-s5 po@dsible “-fter the. gaip’
arture from Sydney znd it was revealed that certain stocks of fyus

[k ovisions either had heen supplied in poor cendition or had bHeen [

|

supprlied in & mermer contrary to the exnressed wishes of the ship -
2.g. lettuce and cebbazs in an unwrapped atrte. My letter 46/10/15

of 27th November, 1969, is relevent and emphzsises the point that,
during trooping pagszges under sweltaring conditisns, it is absclutely
vital to the physical well-being of 211 onboard znd in perticulsr

the ArTy persomnel, for tl.e stondard of ell food stocks aupplied *o
thz shin to be of the highest possiile standard.

34. On departure from Sydney the Genersl Mess bal-unce stood at
55446.84 credit. As zt 30th November, this belance h-d heen raduced

te <3383.09 credit, and it appesrs thzt the aship will srrive Sydney

on completion of the current ftrooping commitment with 2 cr:dit wrlsnce
of epproximately £1000.00. It iz clear tha%, once agzin, the General
i‘es3 has had to asccrue and §-11 with 2 very substagtial credit balsnce
to offset the considerable over—expenditure of the vietualling cllowan?
during e trooping run., My submission for a Sup-lementsry Yictuelling
Allowance z= contained in TMAS 3YDNEY's letier 77/95/1 of 12th Hovemhe!:
1969 sets out the history of the conszistent ovir-expendifure during
the ship's trooping passages over the 1968/69 period.
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35. Both the Main Galley and the Wardroom Gelley have functioned
well during the present trooping comuitment. The new grilling

plate which was installed in +he Main Gelley during the Tecent refit
has proved %5 be worth its weight in gold, and the structural and
ventilation alterations mrde fto the Wardroom Galley hsve mede life
mere bearable in that particulsr compsrtment. There still remains
room for a grest deal of improvement in the funciiensl lryout of

ithe Chief snd Petty Officers? Galley znd it ia to be hoped that
something can be done in that directicn during 1370.

38. The replacement of fan trurking snd the fitting of 1l:rger:fzns
during the last refit has improv~d the livin conditions. “hen all

the programmed fan trunking brs been-repl-ged the living eohditions
will h-ve improved gre-~tly. * - T
3. The hezlth, conduct and morale of the officers end zhip's
company ls gatisfrctory.

K ’

I have the homour to be,
Sir,

=~ _ Your obedient servent,

WJMME'\&_,
{(D.A.H. CLARKE)
CAPTATN
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Distance steamed during the month.

Hours underway during the month.

Total distance steamed since recommissloning.
Total hours underwsy since rocommisgioning.
Hours exceeded economical speed.

®Ra e

Tconomicz) speed w:s excesded for 289 hourﬂ

Trree hours on 4th November while doing = full pow

Y]

6,801.5 miles

-414,0 hours
18,693.5 miles
15,067.6 hours

r trizl -nd *he

ramzinder w:s caused by the high pass-ge speed Tecuired for this trip.

AFPENDIX B.

SPORTS FLAYED ASRORE.

. olleyball SYONEY daefeated EUTTABUL 3-2
Cricket . NIRIHBA defested BIG SHIPS 125-28

during the montih. .
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