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H.M.A.S. SYDNEY,
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5th June s 1954,

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLERT,

(Copy: The Commander-in~Chief,
FAR EAST STATION.)

REPQRT OF PROCEEDINGS — MAY, 195l

Sir,

I have the honour to report the broceedings of H.M.A.
Ship under my command for the month of May, 495l

2. Times throughout sre Zone minus 9 except where otherwise
stated.

AT IWAKUNT 4st to Lth

3. Although six daya had originally been allowed for the
embarkation of the R.N.AR.8, I was of the oplnion that thig
would be completed in s much shorter time, snd in the event, the
85 tons of storea and 26 aircraft were loaded and secured for sen
in 15 working hours. The total number of airersft on board was
then 68. However I declded to remain at aunchor off Twaluni until
the 4th, both to await the results of a final selvage attempt on
my motor boat at Buckner Bay, that subsequently proved abhortive,
and to provide an opportunity for general maintenance without

the distiraction of a large township.

. HeMeA+sB4 MURCHIBON anchored temporarily in the
viecinity on the 2nd, and transferred personnel for passage south,
and several Officers of the U.8. Armed Forces in Korea and Japan
were also embarked for passage to Hong Kong on leave.

IWAKUNI TO HONG KONG LTH ‘TO 8TH,

Be I sailed for Hong Kong via Bungo Suldo at 1000 on the
hth, and while in the Pormosa Straits on the morning of the 7th,
wag circled and thoroughly inspected, by two low flying Chilnege
Nationalist Thunderbolt alrcraft. These sircreft Flew directly
over the ehip on several occasions,

6o Thick fog in the narrows at the entrance to Hong XKong

harbour ceused a delay of some 30 minutes, snd the ship finally

secured to No.3 buoy at 1030 on the Bth._

AT_HONG KONG 8TH TO 44TH

. -~ On the evening of the 9th, a troplcal depression
which hed been moving slowly West acrosg the Phillipines suddenly
deepened end developed into a typhoon.

8 No conceran wes felt until the afternoon of the 11th,
when with Typhoon “ELSIE's" position in doubt, and a recurvature
to the N.N.E. suspected, notice for Steam wap reduced to two
hours and preparations made to proceed to sea at 0200 on the 12th,
should "ELSIE" continue to closea.

/9‘. Duriog the nigh‘tn........

2%



| /7

9, During the night of the 11th/12th, the sltuation wasg
watched closgely, "ELSIE® had altered course to the Northward ang
was centred a few miles South of Hainan, By the morning of the 412th
1t wae evident that ghe W88 proceeding on a N.N.W'ly track from
Halnan Islend and was expected to diasipate 1p the Gulf of Tong
Kinge The situation accordingly reverted to normal.

LONG KONG TO_SINGAPORE 44TH TO 48TH

10. I sailed for Singepore at 0900 on the 1lth, once again
being 8lightly delayed by fog in the Tathong Channel,

11. All serviceable Royal Naval aircraft, 8 Seafuries and
13 Fireflies, were Clown off to Sembawang on the morning of the
18th, ang after Tiring a 13 gun salute to the Flag of the Mlag
Officer, Malsyan Area, Rear Admiral E.H, SHATTOCK , O+BeHe, the
ship feggfed alongside in No.7 berth, 8ingapore Naval Bage at
1515 (=7&).

AT SINGAPORE. 48TH TO 27TH

12. During the next few days the remeining gircraft and
stores from the ReN.AWR.8. Iwalkunt were digembarked aend the elx
ReANe Firefly Mark 6, which had been stored at Sembawang during the
ship's tour of duty, were re-embarked,

13 H.M.B, WARRIOR was bresent in the Dockyasrd, and Heads
of Departmente and Speclalist Officers were fully employed for two
deys in briefing their oppoaite numbers on the peculiarities or
operating in T.G. 95,4.

1k The ferry Carrier, HoM.S. PERSEUS, arrived on the
morning of the 25th, and on the 26th transferred 42 new Seafuriey
and some air stores to the ship for passage to Australia,

15 The Commander-in-Chief, Far East Station, Admirsl Sir
Charles E. LAMBE, KeCuB., CuV.0. made n Tarewell address to the
Ship's Company on the morning of the 26thy and after thanking the
Bhip for a job well done stressed the growing importance of the Far
Esst to the people of Australis. My call for three cheers Tfor the
Commander-in~Chief received a rousing 'egponge,

16, The ship sailed for Australia at 1000 (=7%) on the 27%h,
being sccorded a migical send off by the band of the Fag Officer
Second =in-Command, Far Easst Station, Rear Admiral GV, GLADSTONE,
CeB., who had arrived in his Flagehip, H.M.S. BIRMINGHAM the previous

day.
SINGAPORE TO FREMANTLE 27TH TO ses

17 The passage was made via RHEIO BANKA and SUNDA BTRAITS
and T re?orted,to you for duty on entering the Australia tation

a8t 2015 (=8) on the 29th,

18. The ship was sti111 on passage gt thé end of the month.
MACHINERY, ‘

19, Main and Auxiliary machinery performed satlsfactorily,

HEALTH AND WELFARE,

20, The health of the Ship's Compeny has been good but the
incidence of Veneresl Disease, as the result of 9 days st Singapore,
ie dleappointingly highs Welfare hag been satiafactory.,
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29 Deapite the rapid.transition‘ at the beginning of the
month, from an operational carrier to a "frelighter', morale has
remained high, due, no doubt in some degree, to the prospect of
arrival back in Australia early in June.

MORALE,

RECREATION,

224 Sporting activities during May covered a large variety
of games, maximum uee being made of all the facilities evailegble
at Ports of call.

23. At Twekuni the honourse were shared in Soccer, Hockey,
Cricket, Tennis, Rugby and Basketball games ageingt the R.A.A.F.
andg RoN.A.R-S. ) .

24 Hong Kong provided our first opportunity for awimming
training, and in ad@ition ship's teams were successful in Cricket,
Tennis and Hockey Matches againgt the R.N. and Armys A Wardroom
versus Ship's Company Rugby Match resulted in a win for the Ship's
Company.

25, At Singapore, the Singapore Swimning Club provided
excellent entertainment in a waterpolo and ewimming competition
againet the ship. Although the Ship's team had been training

for only one week, they shared the points in the gprinte and
diving, but were no match for the club in the long events and water
pPoloe

26. Bailing races agalnst the Royal Singapors Yascht Club
resulted 1n a very narrow win for the Club. :

27 In gddition to numerous interpart games, the ship's
Cricket Team twlce defeated a combined R.N. side and provided four
players for a local first grade competition match.

28. At sea a Volley Bell competition, in which approximately
50 teams took part, resulted in a win for the Miscellsnecug Branch,

29. During the month swimming tests were conducted for almost
300 ratinge, of whom only 50 per cent psased.

I heve the honour to be
gir,

*yriif' Your obedient Servant,

. . z
PO T
3 'y .

(GsC+ Oldham)
CAPTAIN,

Encle.



