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File Rumber 20,24, 8.

HelieA«S+ SYDNEY,
At Sea. '_ ’

5th May, 1954

‘The Commander-in-chief,
FAR_EAST STATION,

{Copies: The Flag Officer Becond~in-Command,
FAR EAST STATION,
The Mlag 0fficer Commanding,
H.ld. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.)

REPORT OF FPROCEEDINGS APRIL, 1954,

Sir,

_ I have the honour to report the proceedings of H.M.A,
Ship under my command for the month of April, 1954,

2 Times throughout are Zone minug 9,

AT SASEBO 18T _TO 3RD,

3 : The ship arrived st Sasebo at 0900 on the &t and
gecured to g buoy,

HTA This visit had been planned in order to take leave

of the Commander Task Group 95.4, Rear Admiral T.C. RAGAN, U.8,N.,
and I was gomewhat put out to find that all the Flag Officers

were 1o Tokyo to meet the new American Navsal Commander in the

Far East, Vice Admiral W.McC, CALLAGHAN, U.S.N.. However on the
2nd, , T entertalined in my quarters Senior American Naval Officers
present 1n the port, together with the Commanding Officers of
Hoell«Cu8, HAIDA, H.M.8.5. ARUNTA and the Royal Navy Officers on the
ataff of CaTul, 95u1n

SASEBO TO KURE = 3RD.

Sa With the destroyer U.5.8. BADGER in company I salled
for Kure on the morning of the 3rd, and making an unopposed
poesage of the Shimonosekl Strait berthed alongeide in Kure at
0800 on the Lth.

AT KURE LTH TO 6TH.

Ge This vislt to Kure wae unexpected end due to the need
to Court Martial one of my Chief Petty Officers. 'The President
of the CO‘IJ.rt, Cap'hain B.C. DUR.ANT, D.B.O., D'S.Ct' R.N. of the
Lth Frigate Squadron had flown Trom Hong Kong, and the Captain

of HeM.S. COCKADE, Commander H.A. CORBETT, D+8¢0., Ds8.C., R.N.
who was present in the harbour, together with two of my 0fficers,
formed the court, which was held on the 5th.

KURE _TO_BUCKNER BAY 6TH TG 8TH.,

Te I sailed at 0900 on the 6th with BADGER in company,
fuelling her underway on the 7th and carrying out flying exercises
on the 7th and 8th, )

8. The flying programme on the 8th congisted of two large
strikes on the alrfields at Okinawa which ware defended by Jet
flghters of the U.8,. Air Force. The Pllots had an exhilarating
day and achieved some guccesss I received a complimentsry signal

from the ehore authorities on the Planning and execution of these
attacks,

Y9 BADGER was dctached for Sasebo on completion of Tlying
on the 8th snd I anchored in Buckper Bay at 1715. 47
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> AT _BUCKNER BAY 8TH TO 40TH, 7
104 On arrivel, the ship chopped to the onperational control

of the Commander Task Group 9647, Rear Admiral H.D. FELT, U.8.1,
to tske part in the Hunter Xiller Exercise enroute to Yokosuka.

1M The Admiral arrived in hisg I'lagship, U.S.8. RENDOVA
at 0800 on the 9th, and gignalled that he wished ocalls to be con-—
sidered paid and returned. The other units taking part in this
exerclise, 8 destroyers and 2 submarines were already present in
the harbour,

12, Thé exercise was discussed at a conference on shore
in the afterncon and T met the Admiral at this time.

13 Major General D.4.D. OGDEN, Commanding Genersl Ryulus
Command, and the Officers of the Army and MNavy based on ghore in
Okinawa cntertained Officers from the task group at cocktails

on the evening of the 9th. One of my motorboste, transporting
officers ashore for this rarty, was unfortunately stranded on
TATRA SONE Reef in low vieibility. &1l personnel were roecovered
but with regret T have 1o report that thr boat later sank and
galvage hag not yet been bracticable. This has been reported
separately under cover of my letter 07/1/2 of 22nd April, 1954,

BUCKNER BaY TO KURE 4OTH TO {5TH.

144 SYDNEY sailed in company with Task Group 96,7 at

, 0845 on the 40th and by order of CaTuGs 9541 I mssumed the title
and duties of C.T.Us 954.4.1. at 0900+ Subsequently it became
clear that thie was occcagioned by the need to despateh SAIPIN
to Indo~=China with Coreair aircraft. The H.UWK. Exercise which
followed is reported separately.

15, 1his exercise was generally of good value to the shin
and algo to the Trsk Group as a whole, it being the first oce__.oun
that two Carriers have participated 1n.the H.U.K.

16, Prior to parting company at dusk on the 13th, I visited

the Flegship by Helicopter. The Adwmiral was most complinentary on

the part played by SYDNEY and subsequently in a congratulatory o
signal remerked that her presence "had been n tonic te us all'", :

17 aAfter completing a full day's flying on the 14th, in
which all operational aircraft from the ReN.i.Ros at Iwakuni were
embnrked, the ship anchored off WiTSUY.LM. for the night, proceeding
to berth alongside at Kure at 1115 on the 15th.

AT KURE_15TH_TO 248T.

48, The Easter neriod wes speat olongside in Kure - storing
i and casentinl maintenance being carried outis

19 although Duty Carrier until the 25th, the ghip was at
72 houre notice to reach the Operationsl .iree snd approval had
been given to proceed with Plans for the 1ift of the R.N.i.Rs
from Iwakuni, and for the projected vigit to Yokohema.

20. The British Troop Ship DUNER. was due to &ail from
Kure on the 27th, end provided a convenient and earlicr means or
transporting the Royal Waval aircrew back to the United Kingdom.

i 21. In view of the large deck park cauged by the ndditionel
oireraft from Iwakuni, and the fact thnt only two further days of

: oir operntions werc plenned, I decided to discontinue flying,

\ lnnd the R.. Adircrew at Kure to awatit paggage in DUNER. and

! btherwise proceed with the programme.

/22, The U.S. Destroyer LiWSs .. ..
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25 The U.S8, Destroyer L4WS, who had arrived on the 16th

was recalled to Sadebo and sailed on the 20th.

_KURE TO_YOKOHAMA 2187 TQ 23RD.

23 More from a point of view of interest, rather than as
a fime saving factor, the ship sailed at 0730 on the 21st, dressed
with Masthend flags in honour of the birthday of Her Hajeaty The
Queen, and proceeded Eastward through the Inland Sea. T believe
this 18 the first occasion for some time at least, that a ship

of this size hag made the papeoges It proved most intercsting

and without hazgrd, though I consider the transit of the narrows
of KURUSHIMA KAIKYO should be made under reagenably slack wator
conditions as was the case on thig occasion,

2L, Entering Tokye Bay st 0700 on the 23rd, the ship
pasged over the D,3, range nt Yokosuks and secured alongside ot
Noe3 berth YOKOHAMA at 0900,

AT _YOKOHAMA 23RD TQ 27TH,

25, Details of the official calls paid and returncd areg
included in Appendix '4it.

26, This short visit to Yokohama wns much enjoyed by the
8hip's Company, not only becouse of the rroximity of Tokyos The
British Commonwesnlth Leave Centré at Pbisu Camp, Jjust outside
Tokyo, provided transport and entertainment, together with

-accomunodation, at small cost, for over 4100 retings epch night.

There was an evening of Scottish Dancing, end sporting fixturcs

.egainst locsl teams, who proved too good 1In all matches,.

27« »For the Officers, 2 small number was invited to the

81t. George's Ball on the 23rd, there wag o reception et the ~ustrallan
Lmbagsy for 30, and a bus tour of Tokyo, including a short but
cffective viglt to the .aahi Brewery, orgonised by the Japancsge
Haritime Sofety Forcots feacd.

pféa. 4 cocktoll party wee giveﬁ on board for gbout L0OO

offictal gucsts on the cvening of the 24th, while on the 23rd and
2Lth, groups of Officers and men from the Jepancse Haritime Sefety
Force werc taken on conducted tours of the ships

29, On the 25th, throe hundred officers and men from the
ship sttended the Anzec Day commemoration sorvice st the Britieh
Commonwealth War Cemetaery near Yokohama. . small namber of
Australinn and New Zcaland army personnel and civilions elsgo
sttendeds 1 reand the lesson end an rddress wos given by His
Excellency the Australian Ambesssdor.

30. 4t the conclugion of the service, wrenths were 1lnig

on the dustralisn and New Zealsnd Cenotaphs by the sustralian
smbassador, the New Zealend Chargd @'4ffrirs and by myself on
behalf of the Royal sustrelinn Navy. T N

3. The War Graves Cemetery et Yokohoma was n most leraine
surprise to us all nnd we saw it under the begt conditir~ . 5F n
benutiful 8pring morning. It is vory unlike one's normnl conception
of r cemelory -« a somewhat grim looking site with touwbs and hond-
stones generally varying in size, shape nnd ingcription to Eive on
appoarance of crowded disorder. On the contrary, the spacious
grounds of this cemctery with trees and sloping banks of flowering
shrubs and expansive lawns together with the uniform headstones

and dignified memorials presents a pesceful atmosphere not unlike
the beauty of the better parts of the Helbourne Botanicel Gnrdens
on a quiet weckdny forencon.

32. d‘lfter a visit.-;.ouhtnoca
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32, After a visit which the Ship's Company appreciated and
enjoyed, I seiled for Kure via Bungo Suido at 0900 on the 27th,

334 UsBe8s BATPAN asgumied the title angd Auties of c,7.U,
95341« ot noon on the 25th,

AT KURE 29TH. “ . : /

3l I berthed alongside at 0715 on the 29th, and having
been informed that the Japanese ghipe intended to dress ship oversll /
in honour of the birthdsy of the Japanese Emperor, I instructea !

ships present (H.l{,S. CRALNE and HeMe.s, Ships ARUNTS and COMMONWEALTH » !
to conform,

35. Stores of &ll kinds for Passage south were embarked
during the dasy, together with personnel from Helle e 8o ARUNTS,

36, 4t 1030 on the 30th. the ship Blipped for the last
tlme from Kurec after a very happy association with this Dockyara
Ports The popularity of Kure among the Ship's Company is quite
outetanding and, I feel, worthy of record,

AT TWAKUNT 30TH,

37 The ship anchorcd off Iwakuni at 1230 on the 30th,
and with ageistance from the floating crene, tugs and barges
from Kure, the cmbarkation of the Royal Navel gir Repair gection
commenced,

38 In my letter 20.2,i.8. of 10th EHarch, 1954, I regret

that I omitted %o regerd the transfer of the Administrative Control
of H.lsie Ship under My command from the Plag Officer Second in
Command, to the Commander-in-Chief, Par Rest Station on 26th Pebruary,

MACHINERY,

39. Main and suxiliary machinery have performcd satisfactori}y,

HEALTH 4ND WELF.RE.

Lo, . The health of the Ship's Company has becn good and
Welfare entisfactorys There were 38 cases of Venerasl Disesee
during the month,

L, With the cessation of operational flying, cvery effort
is now being made to bring the ship up to & high atendard of
preservation,

RECRE.TION,

2. During the month only limited epportunities werc found
to play games, owing to grounds being converted from winter to
summer reguirements. However, scversl interprrt gomes of cricket
wore played at Kure, in addition to goccer and hockcy ageingt

Ay teoame,

L3, »1t Yokohama, Rughy, Hockcy and Soccer gamcs were erranged
egrinst Japancee University tecams, which proved too strong for the
8hipe reprcsentetives, but fixtures were obviously very mich enjoycd
by both sides and our tcnms were badly in nced of & run.

Ulie 4% eca, improved weather conditions enabled Volley Ball
end Deck Tennis to be played whonever deek gpace was availsble,

454 Reerontionnl filme were shown as usual and continucd
to be populer,
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46, 4part from the few remaining daye at Iwakuni, our contact
with Xoreca and Japan is over. I, who had proviously secn Japan only
in the winter, wna struck with the amazing change In the countryside
from the bleak and unfriendly appesrence in the winter to the
richness of colour and beauty 1in the spring.

L7 In the past, I had scen only the labouring and peasant
types of natives and some dockysrd officials, and the magece in the
streects of Tokyoe Dxcept for the latter, they were completoly
gubgervient in their atiitude in those non=freaternigntion days,

and polite(?) to a degree that ceused them to bow low while ine
haling through their tecth with an infurieting noisc. 411 this hes
changeds The Jepancse now appear to me to be nnturally politc with
& desire to bc friendly townrds us ~ n fact which many of my Ship's
Company have not been slow to cxploit!, I have morcover, met gome
cultured Jopnnesc and somc business men on this occmsion, nnd while
the latter arc no doubt astutc ~nd hard, the pcople gencrally hnve
displeyed & meesure of charm which hasg gurpriscd mc.

U8 ‘ The ship ns 2 whole, has mné.. the best of its
opportunitics in Japancsc Ports. Whilc Kurc has been their "home
from home", duc in no small mensurc to the sustralinn cloment there,
many have sveriled themselves of the opportunities to see some of
the culture, art, industry nnd commercinl activities of the country
provided by n visit to Kobe and to Yokohamae

L9, " Wherever we have been, we have been shown nothing but
kindness and a desire by the residents to seek out and neet our
wishes. In & previous report I mentioned the British Commanity of
Kobe in this regard which was led and orgsuised by Her Majesty's

- Conpul. Of the Naval authorities, the Naval Officer in Chnarge,
Kure (and H.M.4.S-. COMMONWE/LTH) and the British Naval attache,
Tokyo, were no less able and enthusiastic in their efforte to sce
to rather more than our needs. Simllarly, the United States Py
authorities (Port Commandants) at Kobe and Yokohams went out of
thelr way to provide us with what facilitieg in the way of transpori
etce &nd amenities, that they could mustera .

50, While the Japanesc authorities ot Kobe nnd Yokohama

had little opportunity during these informal visits to do a great
deal, they were "full of regrets" but at least they gave whole
hearted co-operation and consideration, and this is porticularly so
of the Japencee Police who ghowed no inclination at any time of
wishing to exercise the jurisdiction to which they wero entitled.

51 I sm glond, rnd indeced proud to be able 4o report that

the Bhip's Company in gemernl, have pleyed their part in a most
ceredlteble manner.s Therc has been an individunl exception on
coccaslione, but the misdemeanour has been of » naturc which nt lenst
has coused no publicity. I hnve reccived frvoursble comments on
thelr dress, conduct and mnnners from civilian and Service .
Europenne nnd /.eietics in most plnces visitedse While this hns been
8 source of particular pride to me, I ~w not so nniive =8 to believe
thnt it legitimetely refers to morc thon n large mrjority.

524 I am sure (thot likc myself, but more sc) the averege
man on board will return to Justrelis with & very diffcerent vicw

of theo Japancse racc-es » whole, to that held eighi months ngo.

In the cesc of the Ship's Comprny, their outlook hrs becn influcnoed
primerily by the art (whethor wrtural or acquired) of thc Japruesc
women to show n sccmingly sincere fricndlinese towords them, and the
abllity of many to provide night clubs and beer hrlls, with sorvices

/Df AN OPGEleuwwsasacnnnencse
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of an order'to which they sre unaccustomed at the price, for
their entertsinment,

I have the honour to be

Sir,
m""ﬂNDEﬁﬂ!‘u T""“;"” Your ohedicent servant,
WZNAY.B5¢ ©°
* FAR EAST s7/7:

Jigd) Q. C. ULDHAR

(Glct Oldhﬁm)
gJIJPTJ'l IN [}

Encls
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