"}'ile No. 20, 244 8.
' H.M.A.3, SYDHEY,

At KURE,
éﬂlﬁuméﬂ; 1950
: ~ 2
The Commander=in=Chief, £ -ruf(
FAR EAST STATION,

(Copiest The Flag Officer Second~in-Command,
FAR TasST STATION,
The Flag Officer Commanding,
HeM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.)

REPORT QF PROCEEDINGS MARCH, 495,

Sir,

I have the honour to report.the pProceedings of H.l.A.
Ship under my command for the month of March, 1954,

-2 Times throughout ere Zone minus 8.

KURE TO XKOBE 48T TO 3RD.

— 3 Having followed our normal practise and exchanged several
\! officers with the plane guard destroyer (U.S.8, BAUSELL) the shipe
_ sailed in company at 1L0O on the i8t, and on the 2nd operated aircraft
to the South of Shikokp Islands On completion of flying the officers
were returned to their respective ships by Jackstay and BAUSELL was
detached to join SATPAN on the Weet Comat of Korea.

L Partlicularly good value was obtained by both ships in
this exchange, BAUSELL gave my officers every opportunity to study
their methods and to use her equlpment, and in return were delighted
when severel defects in their radar equipment were repaired by one
of my electrical officers. Several U.S. Officers were able to fly
@8 pageengers in the Fireflies during the day.

AT KOBE 3RD_TQ {0TH,

5 A pilot was embarked off the harbour entrance and the ship
secured alongside to No.l} berth at 0930 on the 3rd. The pilet
appeared more than relieved when I informed him that I would handle
. the ship.

6. _ In the evening a cockteil perty was given in the hangar
for the British commnity of XKobe/Osska and afterwsrds I entertsined
some of the Buropean residents at dinner in my quarters.

Te On the 5th I gave & luncheon pariy for Japanesge dignitaries.

8. Although classed ag an informal vipit the European
community, sided by the Deputy to the British Naval Aftache, TOKYO,
had taken great pains to see that the Ship's Company enjoyed their
stay, and in thies they were more than succassful,

= A small committee, most ably led by lr. Willliama, a Lloyd's
surveyor, wag formed to organise entertainment for the ghip, and in
addition to considerable private hospitality this included bus tours

to KYOTO, visits to the world famous TAKARAZUKA opera, a dance at the
Bhioya Country Club for the 0fficere and at the Missions to Seamen

for the ratings and a tour of the Kirin Brewery. A party of Officers
was also invited to play golf by the representatives of the Dunlop

Rubber Company, who then entertained theu st s Japancege mesl in the
evening.

/10« On Saturday 6th Karcheeesseee
f

4



10, On Seturday 6th March, a perty of 30 Officers and Chier
Petty Officers were Invited to witness the launching of the SACHIEAWA
MARU at the Kawasski Dockyardi A gpecial enclosure wag set agide

Tor the "fereign guests" and an extremely good view of the launch
was obtaineds; The actual leunech wsg carried out with military
precision and ag the Ship went down the waye a huge easrdboard ball,
auspended from g "bowsprit", broke over the stem emitting nearly ga
hundred=-weight of confetti end streamers end five very startled doves,
The party was entertained in the Administration Building after the
launeh and it was felt by some that the women, who by tradition are
excluded from Japanese lsunching ceremonles, were indeed lucky as g
diet of Japanese hors d'oeuvres, peanuts and beer wag hardly g hepny
cholce for gn 8430 a.m. snack,

11, A display of JUDO was given by local expertg in "Bt
Hangsr and aroused mach Interest in the ship's aompany.

12, Ameng several United States Navy ships in harbeup wag
the U,8,8, MOUNT McKINLEY flying the flag of C.T.G, 90.1, and the
U,5,8, CAVALIER, who, although carrying her own Roman Catholic Padre,
attended Mase on board HeM,4+ Ship under my commend at their own
request,

13 Through the medium of Colonel R,.d. Cox, United States
Army, who 1ig Commanding Officer, of Kobe Port, I was able to visit
KYOTO by e U.8, Marine Corpe helicopter on the 9th., a pleasure T
would otherwise have had to forego due to the pressure of events ip

inspected the ship was due entirely to the fect that the information
®ag published in the English newspapers only. I have been gratified
to receive numerous favourable comments on the behaviour of the ship's
ecmpany ashore and on the general value of this viait to British
preatige,

15, The desthe of Chier Petty Officer 4.8, HAWKEN, 0.N.31283
and L.EJ.(Air) K,W, NELSON, 0.N. 29340 during this period were

mogt unfortunste, but Bpace was made available in the European

section of the Kasugano cemetery, and the bodies were lnterred st an
impreseive ceremony on the efternoon of the 8th. Among those who
attended the funeral-were the Deputy Governor of the Hyogo Prefecture,
H.Ms Consul General Kobe/bsaka, Her Majesty's Congul Kobe, the Deputy
Mayor of Kobe and several prominent citizens,

KOBE TQ WEST COAST OPAREA VIA SiGAMI WAN 40TH T0 1.5TH

4164 The ship slipped and proceeded to gea at 140C on the 10tn,

174 I assumed the title ana dutlies of C{T.U. 95«1e1s at 0004
en the 11th bug firing on that day was cancelled owing to adverge
weather caused by an approaching depression and agsociated warm front,

18, The U.8.8, SPROSTON Joined agm plane guard at dawn on the
12th,
19, 4 full day's training of Firefly crews in conjunction

with the U.S. Submerine WAHOO had been planned for the 12th in Sagami
Wan, South of Tokyo Bay, but unfortunately s defective arresting gear
unit forced me to cancel the exeroine after only two serisls had been
Tlown,

20, Weather conditiens south of Japan were not good, but
Tlying was possible on the 1hth and 15th. While carrying out & gtrike
on South Korean airfields on the 45th., a Seafury aircraft flown by
Lieutenant (A/E)(P) J. Brettingham-Moore developed engine troubdle,

the pilot carrying out s gkilful ditching in the sea 5 miles socuth

of Chinhae Airfield. The shore based Search and Rescue Orgesnigatioen

/went into 8Ct10Neassess ‘*_14"
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went into actlon end the pilot was recovered uninjured within
5 minutes and flown back on board later in the day. srrangements
are belng made to salvage this alrereft to ascertain the csuse of
the feailure.

y

29 I masumed the duties of Officer in tectical commandg West
Coast at 0009 on the 16th and the unit entered the Ome= ., at 0200,
Proceedings for this period are reported separatcl, under cover of
my letter 020,2E.5. of 30th March, 1954, copy of which is attached,

22, Cn completion of flying on the 19th, U.S5.8. WALKER was
detzched for Sasebo and I procecded vis the Shimonoseki Strait to
Kure, arriving et 0900 on the 20th,

23 Essential malntenance was carried out during this period

alongside, and the ship replenished with F,FP.0. and fresh provisiocng.
- KURE_TO OPARE4 25TH _TQ 27TH.

21T Sailing st 0930 the ship made s most eventful night passage

of Shimonosekl Strait in which «c¢ollision with no less than thresz
L.3.T.'s wag only narrowly averted by going sstern on each occasion.
This has been made the subject of a separate report and is & story
which if t0ld in the Clubs, would do no less than to acquire me a
reputation of the type enjoyed by Baron Von Minchhsusen

25 The U.S. Destroyer HIGBZE (DDR 806) joined as plane
guard destroyer at 0700 on the 26th and after a slceve target firing
in fArea George a programme of local flying was carried out.

26, I assumed the dutiep of Officer in Tactical Command Wesh
Coast et 2300 on the 26th and entered -the Oparea st 0200 on the 27th.

27. Proceedings for this period are reported separstely
under cover of my letter 020.2E.5 of 4et Aprild, 41954, copy of which
is atiached.

. MACHINERY .,
28. Hain and Asuxili-ry Machtnéry have performad gatisfactorit
HEALTH.
‘.29. The health of the Ship's Company has been good. The

extra rationes mede aveilable during the very ccld westher were much
appreclated by the ship's company and were very good as g supplemcntary
food ae well as s morale bhooster.

S REGREATION.AND WELFARE,
30, Welfare is satisfectory.
e The usual games of Rugby, Scccer, Hockey, sustralian

Rules Football, Basketball and Baseball were played in harbour
whenever opponents and grounde were available.

32 For the flprst time during the cruise, gsmes were arranged
againgt Japenese teams at Kobe snd Hiroghims, and these proved most
successful, The Rugby geamees in particulsr provided a most enter-
tailning apectacle, as the opposition played a very fasi, open znme,
and unexpected oppoeition was encountered. The ship's Rughy tcom
avenged thelr only defent in this ares by comfortably defeating the
glightly weakened Mew Zealsnd .rmy tcem in a return wmgich at Kure.

33 At sen the usual periods of voluntary physical training
were woell attended while compulsory P.T. during working hours and
embraeing gll depsrtments was continued.

JUAINTERANCE c s nes v
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3l - With the assietence of Chinege engd Japanese Labour, the
- formidible tesk of completely chipping tie Flight Deck was comple+ed
on Tuesday 23rd. The first small patch was started prior to tie
Ship's departure for Hervey Bay to work up in SBeptember, 4107 . ana
the task ahend at that time appeared almogt impneeihl -

35 In regard to the Chinése and Jepanese Labour, it is of
interest to remark that the Japanese at Kure worked much harder and
more thoroughly than the Chinese at Hong Kong-
I have the honour to bc
Sir,

Your cbedicnt szrevant,

CoMMALT 62
{¥ed.} @. 0. oLoE AN
20 APR 1554 (G.C, Oldnam)
s CAPTAIN,
Encl. o
»
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