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EEPORT OF PROCEEDINGS — FEBRUARY, 195,

Sir,

I have the honour to report the broceedings for H,M.A4.
K_,Ship under my command for the month of Pebruary, 1954,

2. Times throughout are Zone minus 9,

HONG_KONG_TQ IWAKUNI 18T m0 _61h,

3. Fiying on begsage was restricted by gale force TYertherly
winds but only on the 3rd was it cancelled, and then primarily to
allow the ship's company to listen to the broadcest of the srrival
of Mer Hajesty the Queen at Sydney.

L. I assumed the title and duties of C.T.U, 95,1414 at
0001 on the 3ra,

5. ' The Destroyer JaMES C. OWENS joied azs Plemeguard on the
Lth and, when the days flying was completed, received Lieutenant (P)
L,R. CORICH, R.N. by Jackstay, subsequéntly uaking a rendezvous and
transferping thisg Officer to H.H.S, NEWCALSTLE for Pasesage to Hong
Kongo ’
~. On the 5th Aircraft exercised with H.i.c, NEWCASTLE on
Daseage Sasebo to Hong Kong. 8trikes were made and = C,A,P, under
the control of NEWGCASTLE was provided. "he combination of Gale Force
winds anfd swell magde conditions difficuls  but after u slight delay
= lee wng found to the East of Xyushu whore swell conlitions were
less prondunced and 49 sorties were flown. The pilots handled the
strong misty wind cor tions sdmirably. Ten aircraft were flown to
Iwakuni for Compzss € ngling.

Te On completion T broceeded via Bungo - Suido to anchor off
Iwakuni a{ 1045 on the 6th, the J4MES C., OWENZ procecding direct to
Knre,.

AT_IWAKUNI 6- -,

8. Unserviceable aircraft rud storas were disembarked during
the day nnd the ehip also topped up with 4VGnE eand F,F.0. from the
2aF.h. WVE CHIEF.

AT _XURE 7TH TOQ 42TH.

9. At 0900 on the 7th T welghed and proceeded to Kure,
-wrthing Port side to No.5 berth at 1400,

71G. 01 the 9th ..o.....
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10, On the 9th I proceeded to Sasebo by sir to report to
CuTeG. 95.1., Rear Admiral .7, Olsen, U,5.N. The Journey was meae
in three strges, Helicopter to Twakuni., Flrefly to Itazuki anag
P.B.M.(Mariner) to Sasebo. By a fortuitous ciroumstance I travelled
ln the same P.B.M. as admirsl Olsen's sucoessore Read Admira)

T.K. Ragan and was able to discuss the future programme including
the 1ift of the R.NJ45.R.8. from Iwskuni with both Officers before
returring to XKure the following day.

11 The U .5.8. JAMES C, OWENS sailed for Srsebo on the 8th.

12, Rear ; irsl T,K. Ragan relieved Rear sdmirasl C.M, Olgen
A8 C mander Trsk ‘urce 95 and Commender Task ngup 95+4 on the 11th.

13, I sailed from Kure at 1100 on the j._th leunching three
airereft to Iwakuni for Compnrss swinging during the forenoon snd
making a night bassege of Shimonoseki Strait,

1ha The Destroyers WILLILRD XEITH and JAMES . OWENS joined
- on the morning of the 13th and a sleeve target firing was crrricd
out in rrens George.

15. Impending bad westherp restricted flying on the 13th
the forecest being such as to make me loth to leunch the planned
30 rircraft in = strike sgringt Jepanese airfields. 12 rireraft
were embarked from Iwakuni and one small strike flown, before the
remainder of the brogramme was ceancelled,

16 Group Ceptein D.R. Chapman, R.4.4.F., the Officer
Commending No.91 (Composite) Wing, R.a.s.F. &t Iwakuni, who hed
taken passege from Kure to witness the Tlying was flown off by
Firefly to return to Iwekuni during the afternoon.

17« A4t 2359 on the 13th I entered the West Congt Oparer
rnd proceedings for thisg period nre reported geprrately in my letter
020.2.3.5 of 26th Februery, 195k,

WEST COAST OPAREL TO KURE 24LTH AND 25TH,

18. On 2Lth February, a surprise "scrrumble™ of all slporeft

on dc . wes piped <+ 0540, There were 12 Sca Puries rngd 6 Mreflies
ot dc .2 rnd of the 9 Furies rnd 5 Fireflics wore armed for strafing,
Sunri . wes et 070_ ut there wes a bright moon. The crntrpulst,
Fligh: Deck nnd firsgt rircreft were rendy in 29 minutes rng the
Helicorter had bren ranged sand was ready Just before this. 411 the

four unarmed overnight were =rmed within 44 minutes. The Helicopter
wrs rirborne 47 minutes, s2nd the first elreraft 55 minutes sfterp

the pipes These take-off times could hrave been bettered by 10

to 15 minutes if cock-pits had been menned earlier but it wrs
ingisted thet rircrews should have » light brenkfest before flying
and this crusged = slight delay,

19, U.S.8. ROGERS wes detached et 0900 to join SAIPAN who
wes then in Sasebo and who gsumed the title ond duties of C.T.U.
9501010 ~t 0001 on the 25the

20. 4 sleeve terget firing was carried out on the »fternoon
of the 24th, the aceursey being greetly improved, =nd with U.s,s.
B/USELL in compeny A night prssrge of the Shimonogeki Strrit wesg
mnde to secure r~longside 1in Kure st 1000 on the 25th.

/4T _KURE 25TH TO 28TH. 4.0
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4T KURE_25TH TO_287H.
2t The ship remained at Kure throughout the pest of the
menthe :
22, On the 28th an ingquiry wes held on board to iovestigate

the Flight Deck accident of the 14th in which Neval Airmsn K.J.
Hazel wes injured, Commender R,D. Richie, M.V.0,, R.N., the
Ceptein of H,H.S. MODESTE, wnas president.,

u'f‘

y

ADVSNCED HIGHER RATES COURSES.

23, It becrme apparent during recent exsminastions for
advencement to higher rate, that semi-technical end technicnl
Leading ratesg. and Petty Officers possessed very poor Power of Comnand
and, in addition, hed little idea of the general rs opposed to
technicnl responsibilities of men holding higher rates. In
congequence they failed to nppreciste that the position shoulad enjoy
gome prestige =nd dignity, )

2l - The nature of their work under present operating
conditiions makes 1t difficult tao find opportunities within their
deperiinents for these essential qualities to be developed and exer—
cisec However, in order to improve matters, a short advance higher
retecz course of twenty instructional hours bagsed on the Petty
Offii.vs' School syllabus hes been instiiuted and the firat one

l1s sl ':ady proving %o be wel worth whiie.

- TKS8 BY DIVIE™ 1AL OFRICERS .
25. s Very ilnrpe pumber hnve been givens

ITSENTATION BY THE 18T BATTALION THE DORSET REGIMENT.

26, In my lctter 20.24.8. derted 243 Februery, 1954 it was

not mentioned thet while the shi~ was in Hdong Kong in Jamaary, the
18t Battalion the Dorset Regimeri command-d by Lieutenrnt Colonel
0.G, White, D.S.0., went to great pains to ;mtoptein the ghip's
Comps~ - Un one occasion & full day was spent with the Battalion

end aft.. gemes of soccer and rugoy . in which the honours were

even, the cercmony of "Beating the Retreail was staged with excellent
precisiona In the evening the teams ang spectators were entertained
in the various messes and in conciusion a presentation was made

to the ship in the foprm of the regimertal badge mounted on a wooden
background. In addition, the Wardroam aceived g fremed picture or

8 s0ldier of the battle of Plassey and three volumes of the regimental
history. :

27. In return, members of the battalion have been to ses

to witness flying and have been entertained on numerous ocecasions
and a return prescntation was made of a framed photograph of the

ship /nd the ship's crest.

MsOHT | IRY.

28 Main and suxiliary Machinery have performed satisfactorily.
HEAL"
29, The her” h of the Ship's Company has been good but with

the 1 .urn of the & p to Japan the incidence of Venereal Discasge
is iv. 'easing. There have been 50 cases during the month, making
a totrl of 24,7 since the ship’'s arrival on the Far East Station,

/RECREATION I !
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RECREATION,
30, 4 total of 38 gemes wasg played during the periods at

Kure and Iwakuni, half of these being inter-nart games, the remainder
ageingt lirmy, R.4.8.F., R.N. and U,S. Navy teams,

31, The rugby tesms have been very successful, while the
sustralian Rules team hag defeated the two leading teams &n the
Xure Arca Competition,

32 st Bea recreation was restricted to Badminton ang
Physical Training, the attendancos being such that all evallable
gpecc was fully occupled,

I have the honour %o be
8ir,

Your Obedient Servant,

focta

(G.C. 0lanem)
CAPT, IN,

Lnel.
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