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(Copy: The Fileg Officer Commanding, Pl
H.M. Australian Fleet, ) -
RN fiiEes

REPORT OF PROCEIDINGS - DEOBUBER. {553

sir,

I have the honour to report the Droceedings for H.M,A.
8hip under my command for the month of December, 1953,

— o Times throughout are Zone minus nine.

OPERATIONAL AREA TO SABSERO _2ND TO 3RD,

e On leaving the Operatiocnal Ares st 0500 on the 2nd, the
screening destroyers U.8.,8. STRIBLING ang WRENl carried out g dawn
encounter on SYDNEY reforming on coupletion,

L Task Unit 951470, consigting of CANCOMDESYE 1in

HaM.C,.8, TROGUOIS, H.}.G,.S. CRUSADER, H.HM.A.S, TOBRUK and H.M.S.

COMUS was exerclsing to the Southeast of aren George and had reguegted
8 full scale slr strike in the afternoon. When within 4120 miles

two Firefliee were flown off to search and shadowe There wge an
active cold front in the vicinity aend weather conditiong were anything

atrike of 18 Sen Furies ang 7 IMireflies took off, lacking up te date
Information. 4g however  the vieibility was down to a few hundred
yarde thie made 1littie difference, and gll gtrike aircrart returned

to the ghip without 8ight of the target. Though sbortive, this strike
weg of excellent training value and Bave pilots experience in
formation flying in cloud s=na confidence in their ability to return

to the carrier in low wicihilg gy,

Se In the evening, when St erpt of Quelpart Island
WREN gained sonar contact which was cingw.. .. “Srhmaring® and held
“Tor 20 minutes before contact was loste I withdrew o L2 Southezat
-—-.Mmd left both destroyeras to & hunt thet lasted ovep 2L houre. C,T.F,
95 finally clessified the contact 88 non gubmarine.

G, Flying on the 3rd was carrled out with the Helicoptepr

only ag Plenegusrd. 66 sorties were achieved befope the ship
entered Sasebo Harbour and secured to Ho. 24 buoy at 1800,

AT _SBASEBQ ~ LTH 4AND 5TH .

7o I waited on you in H.M.8., TYNE during the forencon of
the Lth, .
8e Us8+5+ BAIPAN, who relieved POINT CRUZ as the second

carrier on the West Coaet, entered harbour at 1200 on the 4th, and
her heads of departments were entertained to luncheon on board on
the 5th. There was mich exchange of information and a good liasison
was established between the ghips,

[ 4
So8EBO TO KURE 6TH.
9, I s8lipped at 0900 on Sunday the 6th and made g night | :f;’
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pagsage through Shimonocseki Strait to anchor off Kure at daylight

on the 7th.

) AT KURE 7TH TO 407H.

10. after topping up with AVGLS and 0il Fuel from the R.F.4
WAVE SOVEREIGN I proceeded alongside the pontoon wharf at 1545,
H.i1.5, NEWCASTLE filying your fleg was secured on the other gide of
the pontoon.

KURE TO_THE OPZRATIONAL SREA 40TH TO 11TH,

19 I proceeded at 0900 on the 10th and while in the swept

channel eight aircraft were Tlown off to Iwakuni for Compess Swinging.

124 Shimonoseki Streit was agaln traversed at night and at

0700 on the 14th the U.8, Destroyer WEDDERBURN joined as Planeguard
in time to take part in a close range Tiring at o slesve target in

Area George,

13, There was a strong gusty northerly wina blowing as the
eight aircraft from Iwakuni were Ilundn: on, although the pilots
hendled the conditions without "apparent trouble T had no hegitation
in deferring further flying and finally in cancelling it when no
*mprovcement was evident, :

14, «t 2040 a signal was received that U,3.8. CHATTERER,
90 miles to the cagtward, was making water and in need of immediate

assistance. WEDDERBURN was detached to 8g8ist and departed st a speed

that showcd keen regard for the fact that CHATTHRER wasg carrying he

mail.

r

;

15« | SYDNEY entered the Operational /ires at 2230 and proceedings

until the 23rd have been reported separately in my letter 020/9R/5
24th December, .

OPIRATIONAL LREA TO KURE 23RD TO 2LTH,

16 On the morning of the 23rd a slecve target firing was

cerried out and on completion it had becn planned to earry out strikes

on Japanese Airfields. However, repeated raquests to the Japanese
"*rTield Defence Force for a clearance for ti.. . . - -~ wore not
replied to apd finally one large serial was flown in & strike agaln
the Unit defended by s C.4.P. of Sea Furies,

The Commanding O0fficer of the U.S8.8. TINGEY, Commander

47
- Wo Westhoff wag tyanaferrea by Helicopter and witnessed the dey's

flying at close quarters.

18+ - ' 4t 1630 the destroyers McDERMUTT and TINGEY were detach

for Sasebo. SYDNEY made a night pasc=age of the Shimonoseki Straits

and secured alongside Hoolyy berth, Kure st G840 on the 24ths  H.H.S,

gONEORD,}LHJTQT;;JKANIERE and PUKALKT and H.M.4.8, HURCHISON were in
arpours.

4T KURE 2UTH TO 27TH.

19. AN eXcellent Christmag spirit provailed among the ghips
&t Kure. My Guonery Officer was "reguested' by the Ship's Company
to relieve the Jjetty sentry. He appeared with a Sergeant Major's
moustache and a Bandsman's Cop and to the great delight of the
Ship's Companies of all ships, gave an exhibition of rifle arill
end marching which did mich, subesequently, to improve the smartness
end efficlency of the Jetty sentriesa.

/20. The Blue Jacket Bandes..
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20, The Blue Jacket Band which has made great progress over
the past few wecks, gave a recitel at the Naval Bage Hospital on
Christmas Day,

KURE_TQ HQNG XONG 27TH TO_348T.

29 With H.M.S. CONCORD in company I sailed at O700 on 27th
for HONG KONG via Bungo Suido,

22, UeB,5. S4IPAN ssoumed the title end duties of C.T.U.
9561s1e 8t 23591 on the 27th.

23, Flying opcretions were carried out on ressege and it is
with great regret that I have to report that on the merning of the
29th a Sca Fury piloted by Adoting Sub Lieutenant M.J. BEARDSALL, R.N.
crashed into the sea about & miles ehead of the shiv shortly after
take offe Other aircraft were on the scene of the accident within
two minbutes but only small pieces of wreckage were “Yecovered and

the nilot wust be presumed killed. '

24, 4 commemoration to pay tribute to this Officer was held
on the Flight Deck at 1630 and this wes followed by o Church Servicea
I was mch impressed with the general atmosphere and complete
sincerity of the Ship's Company on this occasion.

T CONCORD was detached at 1530 for Sagebo.
26, High gusty wind conditions in the Formosa Straits made
flying inadvieable on the 30th and afic: L Ing off 42 aireraft to

Kaitak on the 3{st the ship anchored in the Iastern Dangeroun Goods
anchorsge, Hong Kong at 4010,

AT HONG KONG 318T,

27 sAfter embarking AVGAS and MOGAS I weighed and Procecded
to Noe 2 Buoy gecuring at 1730.

MACHINERY .
28, lalin and Auxiliary lachinery have performed satisfoctorily,
"3 The Catapult main reevings were renewed on {8th December

- 30 pormal wear and tear. The Catapult had carried out 1470 heavy
and 67 light shote since last renewal of scceleration and retardation
wires in August, 4953« Main Engloe Revolution Indicators, Maker
Chadburn Patent Hord Mechanical Mk.q1 have no% been giving satisfactory
service snd repeated adjustments and repairs have not produced
relicbility above 30%. Conmacvant’- "Manoeuvering revolutions" have
necesgarily been o matter of guesswork under some conditions, I
was not prepared to sccept a poteniially dangerous situation of this
nature and gave instructions for the transfer of the Eleetric
revolution indicators from D.C.H.§.2 to the Engine Roomge.

WELFARE, DISCIPLINE AND HEALTH.

30. The conduct of the Ship's Company is generglly
satisfactory, I consider, however, that proven offencesg of improperly
leaving the ship, should have been prevented in many cases, and the
lack of vigilsnce thus revealed suggests that similar cases may have
gone undetected.

31« T have indicated my concern veu
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3 I have indicated my concern at the number of cmsas of
thlis nature to the Chief Petty Officers and Petty Officers sng that
they shere with me and other Officers, the responslbillity of preven-
ting such offences and thus obviating the necessity to impose

consequential penaltiea on ratings who are misguided enough to Indulge
in such actions.

32 ™ Aircreft Carrlers sre notoriously difficult ships in which
to exercise complete control in such matters, but with a view to an
improvement in thls regard a roster of Duty Petty Officers has been
instituted so that the Officer of the Watch may be assisted and ths
gengway and duty regulating staffs supervised in their measures to
prevent irregularities of thie nature.

HEALTH,

3% The problem of large numbers of ratings contracting
Venereal Digeagse in the Fer East appesrs inaoluble. Propaganda ¥ilms,
addresses by the Senlor Medicel Officer, warnings of a more practical
nature by myself, easy aécess to Prophylaciic treatment and the liberal
use of Condoms does not appear to have had much influence on the
incidence of these diseasess The total number of cases since 3rd
Hovember, 1953 is now {L45.

3l I am in agreement with wy Medical Officer who is of the
opinion that the only method of controlling Venereal Disease ie to be
in a position to control the source of infection, i.e., the control of
the Progtitutes '

RECREATION,

35 During the month no opportunities ocourred for deck games
at sea, but physical training was carried ocut as & matter of routine.
Touwbola has proved very popular during the eveningae

36 - In harhour games of rugby, soccer, hockey and Australiaﬁ
Rules football were playeds. Soccer and Hockey teams met with mixed
success, while the ship's Rughby team has won all of its gameg in this
arens :
I have the honour to be
8ir,

Your obedlent servant,

froistom

(G.C. Oldham)
CAPTATN,
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