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H.M.A.8. SYDNEY,
At Sea.

3rd December, 41953,

The ¥lag Officer Second in Command,
PAR BAST STATION,

{Copy to: The Flag Officer Coumanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET)&

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS ~ NOVEMBLR, 4953,

8ir,

T have the honour to report the proeecedinge of H.M.A.
Ship under my command for the month of Hovember, 1953.

2e. Timea throughout are Zone minus nine unless otherwiase
stated.
3. The ship had entered the Far East Staftion on 318t

October when I reported for duty to the Comnander-in-Chief, Far
East Station, subseguently proceeding to Singspore vie Bunde Banks,
Berhala and Doerian Straits.

La. Thirteen Sea Furies for compass swinging and general
flying, and five Firefly ik VI's were flown off to the Royal Naval
Alr Station, Sembawang on the 2nd and the following morning I
galuted the Flag of the Cotmander-in-Chief in Singapore Roads.

He . HeMoeho8. BATAAN who was in conpany ag planeguard
destrd/pr was detached at 0805 {GH) to anchor ip the Roads, while
SYDHEY progeeded to the Msval Base, firing 13 guns 4o the Flag of
the Flag Officer Malaysn Area, before securing et No. 8 Berth s
1045 (minus 7%).

G I hed expected to be checked on the DG, Range but hed
been Informed beforc errival, that 1t wae not in operatien.

Te During the two days in Singapore, the asircrews flew
fyom Scmbawang who we found most helpful in every way. I waited

on the Comgnder-in~-Chief and the Flag Officer Malayan Area and in
a return call to the Comuanding Officer, H.H,S. SIMBANG, wae shown
over the Air Station and was able to anpreciste the capacity of the
Supply snd Repair facilitlemss A full list of the calls peid and
returned together with sociel sctivities of an official nature is
included in Appendix 'af,

8. At my regquest the Comnsnder-in-Chief was good enough
to eddrese the Shin'se Coupany, generally on the situation in the
Far East and perticularly on the role the ship might play during
her tour of duty on the stetion.

9. : Op proceeding from my berth et 0930 (minus 7%) on
Thureday 5th I touched H.M, Submarine THOROUGH, but fortunately
the damage was negligible. A separste report on this matter has
been rendered under cover of my letter 13 ¢t 4 ¢ 7 of 8th November.

40, BATAAN Jjoined me off Johore Shoal Buoy and subseguently
the 13 Sea Furies previously landed end 12 Firefly Mk V's were
embarked, bringing the total number of sircreft on board to 36. _
HellsA45. BATAAN was then detachedtoreturn to Australis end courge
was get for Hong Konge.

/41« The following morning...e.
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14 The fecllowing morning H.i.S5. COMUS jelined me as plane-
guard destroyer and soon had some werk to do. . The engine of &
Firefly cut on take off from the catapult and the glircraft ditched
close shead of the ships COWUS recovered the alrcrew litile the
worse for thelr experience.

124 Flying operstions were conducted during the passage,
both ships arriving at Hong Kong on the 9th November when 1
saluted the Flag of the Commodore-in-Charge, Hong Kong with 14
guns, subsequently securing to No. 3 buoy st 0845

13, Hong Kong harbour presented g busy sight with

U,8.8. YORKTOWN, Hel¢S. OCEAN, several destroyers and frigates

and a varlety of merchantmen in evidence. The appreoaches to Hong
Kong similarly showed signs of considerable activity as with the
dswn we encountered no less than 150 Junks in fairly close "formati-
ahead of the ship. '

1, The period at Hong Kong was spent primarily in'a- -
turnover from H.,M.S. OCEAN who salled with a paying off pennant
flying on the 11th November, when she was cheered by the ship's
company. )

15, Two Dragon Ply Helicopters ex H.M.S. OCEAN were tasken
over snd the newly appointed crews spent the time in becowming
femiliar with their S.A.R. craft.

164 The ship proceeded at 0800 on the 12th November and
with H.M.S. CONSORT in commany as planeguard degtroyer, opersted
aircraft during the day as part .of an exercise designed to test
the defences of Hong Keng. Unfortunately the catapult, which had
given much trouble of a minor but conseguential nature, agaln
became unscrviceable, and with 38 gircraft embarked the mamber of
sorties using free take off, was necessarily restricted. The
sitimtion was not made easier by the requirement for an emergency
lending just as the deck had been sgpotted for the second free take
off serinl. Nevertheless it appeared that the overall asim of the
exercise was achieved, and oun completion H.M.S8. CONSORT was detached
to rejoin Captsin (D) 8th Destroyer Squadron and course was sget

to the Morth to pass West of Formosa.

17 Cn the evening of the 12th the condition of an officer
guffering from a laetoid was causing some concern. U.5.5. YORKTOWN -
wag within visual range at this stage and speed was increased to
maintain %ouch with her in order that my Medical teasm might benefit
from asslstance by her ledical Officers should it be necessary to
carry out an intricate operation on this officer. Fortunstely

by the following morning, the patient had reacted favourably to
treatment, gnd speed was reduocd.

18. The same cvening H.M.3. NEWCASTLE wearing the Plag of
the Flas Officcr Second in Command Far Bast Statlon, Rear Adimiral
E.G.5. Clifford, C.B., was passed whilst on passage to Hong Kong.
I had hoped that we would meet her in daylight snd thus glive me
the opportunity to wait on the Admiral by Helicopter.

19. On 13th November, the-cata@ult again beceme unservicest

but 441 sortiecs were flown during the day in a strong North Eestler,
uging free take off.

/20, The ship securcdasssss
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204 The ship secured to No. 18 buoy at Sassho st 0830 on

the 416th November, During the passage from Hong Kong, and indeed
gince leaving Singepore, my officers and I gpent wany hours reading
and digesting the several and volwninous orders i{sgued in connection
with the United Netions Forces sllocated to the Xorean thestre.

We were fortunate in that the Pleet Avistion Officer had Jjoined us
at Hong Kong end he was able to agsist in many of our difficulties.
Nevertheless I know I was not alone infinding the situetion somewhet
confusing at this stage, but after our visit to Sasebo which included
a2 Tinal briefing by your staff, when most of the background hed

been zngorbed, I found the situation clarifying for the first time,

24 Our opposite nuwber U,§5,5, POINT CRUZ entertained my
Heads of Departwcnts snd me et luncheon on the 47th, and her
Officers were our guests et a cocktail party on beard in the
evening, I wae esble to persusde the Conmender Tagk Group 95 {Rear
Admiral C4E, Olsen (U.S.N,)) to sttend thig rarty es returning umy
call previously mede on hime With Captain John T, Heyward of
UasS,84 POINT CRUZ he remained on board for supper in my Cabin,

and I cobteined some further And valuable briefing on this aecount.

22, An investigation 1nte the cetapult defeets was cesrried
out in conjunction with the Fleet Englneer Officer and the Base
Evngincer Officer, Sasebo, 2nd arrangements were made for the
manufacture of a "Pluid exheust ripe from Power Cylinder extensian
cylinder to Leunching Velve" which was to be despetched for final
machining and fitting at Kure.

23 The ship seiled with U.5.8, HOLLISTER and FRANK KIox
as gcrecn at 0800 on the 18th for Kure via Bungo Suide. Closge
range weapon practices and flying exercises were carried out en
routie.

2, SYDNEY became Duty Carrier at 0001 Item on the 20th
November and with every chance of the catopult still being
defective I deccided to land 13 Furies and 5 Fireflies until such
time as the catapult wes repaired. Thie left 20 aircraft
including 2 Helicopters on board which I congldered the maximm
number for gfficlent operstions using RATOG and Trec take ofr,

25, aviation spirit wne embarked while at anchor on arrival
at Kure on 20th November, and on completion the ghip secured to
Nos 5 Berth with the destroyers on the other gide of the Pontoon

at No, U,

264 The Haval O0fficer in Cherge, Kure cnlled on me during
the day =2nd this was subgequently returned, The Commander-in~Chief,
British Commonwealth Forcem, Xorea was sbgent from the rort snd my
call on him was deferred until 22nd when I wep invited to join him
and lrey Welle at cockiatls hefore luncheon,.

27, It had been hoped that the cetapult reprirs would
have heen made good to enable the ship to sail on Hondey 23rd
but this was not so. & report on this defect hrs been forwarded
separctely in my 31.16.42. of 30th Hovember, 1953,

28. ~ With HOLLISTER and FRANK XNOX in company, the ghip
selled at 0700 on Tuesday 2hth via Shimoneseki Straits, for the
Operatlonel Aren off the West Co-st of Korea, U,5.5. HOLLISTER
wes detached nt 41700 to join C.T.G. 95.2 on the Enst Corst.

/29  The F£ollowing Aa¥eseess
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29. The following day the aircraft from Iwakuni were londed

on with the exception of 2 FIR Furies snd 1 Firefly, bringing the
total number emberked to 35,

300 The Operational Area was enteresd at Q004 en the 26th
November where in sddition to the duties of C.T.U. 9561e1 I
assumed those of Officer Tactical Comuand Wegt Cosst Blockade and
Patrol Force.

3 The ship remsined in the @perstionasl Aree for the

remainder of the month and proceedings covering this period are

reported separstely. :
MACHINDRY.

304 Mein end Auxiliary machinery heve been satisfactory.

‘DISCIPLINE, WELFARE AND HEALTH. -

33 . Discipline, I regard as being good in thnt the ship's
Company e£s a whole rre doing their best cheerfully, in an endeavour

to reach » high stendsrd of efficiencys On the other hand, leave

in plsces strnnge to them hag resulted in many leave breaking offences
particularly amongst the younger retings whose sense of respongibility
when eghore is freguently lecking. I hope that with some encournge-—
ment, this mrtter is on the wey to a2 satisfactory solution.

3L There is no resson to regnrd Welfare as anything but
gatisfactory. Health is good but in spite of talks by the Medical
Officer and myself on Venereal and other disepses in the Far East,
it is elear from the incidence of the former thant a percentage of
men either doubied the veracity of the faets they were told or
decided that when in Rome they must do as Rome does. There heve
been U9 caser of Venerersl Disense since the ghips arrival st
Singapore on the 3rd of the month,.

35 st Bingapore and Hong Kong, Rugby, Soccer, Hockey and
Besketball teams pleyed their first geucs for the scason and met
wlth mixed succese, Subsequent games at Srgebo and Fure resulted
in victories for =11 teams except those competing ageinest HOLLISTER

and FRANE KHOX at Basketbell and Softball in which the Americans
were matched 1n enthusiecsm only. A4t sea Full use was mnde of the
Tlight deck for Volley Bell, Deck Hockey end Deck Tennis games ard
athletics trailning whenever opportunities offered. & Deck Hockey
tonm from H.M.S8. COMUS was transferred by Jackstay ond gave us an
exclting gome.

I have the honour %o be
Sir,

Your obedlent Servant,

{G.C. 0ldhem)
CAPTATHN .

Encl.



