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1. I bave the honour to repart the proceedings of HMA Ship under
my command during the month of April, 1977. ‘Times throughout are zone

K (-10).

2. At 0001, Frifay st April, 1977 BMAS SWAN was berthed porti
side to, Weat Dock wharf, Williemstown Raval Dockyard. At 0737 that
morning, the ahip cast off and proceeded to sea and Bass Strait to
complete the lamt d of Post Refit trials in the Viotorian ares,

That dey's trials were associated with Sem Acceptance Trials for tle

M22 GFCS. After a series of AA tracking muns, firings were conducted
sgainst 8 towed Delmar target, This target wes shot down on the second
mn and the unaveilability of en immediate replacement target resulted
in SWAN's return to Part Phillip. As the results of that days SATS
were inconclusive, & furthey period of trials were to be scheduled during
the romaining Post Refit trials being conducted off NSW coast later'in
the monthe (HMAS SWAN KNA/RNH/XNQ 010352%Z APR 77 refers), The Ship
stopped off Fawkner Beacon, adjacént to Williamstown, at 1710 and
Dockyard and trials personnel were disembarked to the waiting werkbamts.

HMAS SWAN sailed for Sydney & 1725.

Se Steady steaming and full power work up engineering trials were
conducted during the passage north. IMAS SWAN entored Sydney heads,
after & 10 and 2 1f month absensce, at 0830 Sunday 3rd April, and berthed
port side to, HMAS BRISBANE, at the NECW, thirty minutes later. The
following afternmoon the ship was cold moved to No 3 buoy and sonar
assossmont trisls were completed that night., HMAS SWAN ammunitioned on
Wednesday and completed o sucsessful MMKIQ calibration at the Rose Boy
Dolphins during the morning of Wednesdey 6th April., HMAS SWAN returmed
to the original berth on BRISBANE at 1440 that ofternoon and remained
there over the Baster weeckend,

4, The fortnight commeneing Tuesday 12th Lpril was devoled to

cmmpleting those irialsequiringthe facilities availeble in tho exercise
arens of Syiney/Jervis Bay. It wns a busy period with particular emphasis

on preparttions for o live TKARA firing (SQT2) and on coppleting the

outstonding M22 SAT @, DG ronging wns completed the first doy o8 wus
the Pirst exercise minefield transit. Self noise trials took SWAN well

out to sen overnight 12/13th Aprile
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freparation for the IKARA SQT 2, smeveral CASEX'S were conducted with

'S OXLBY, and , as the week progressed, HMAS STUART and sircroft from

s KWRA. These exercises provided valuable tin contact' training for

ho SCR crews, M23 torpedo trinls were nlso completed during this parioed,

§F (RANTAU letter 52/77/8 dnted 5th Aprdl 1977 refers)., During this first weok
both A4 and surface trncking and firing serials were conducted sz well

as Navel Gunfire Support communicotions exercises. Internal NBCD

troining wes nlso progressed. HMAS SUAN enterod Sydney Harbour and berthed

port side to, HMAS BWNE y on the NECW at 0830 Friday 15th dpril.

Telementry equipment analysis of the planned IEARA firing was embarked

from HMAS PERTH that afterncon.

Se I had the honour to be presemt =t 1130 onbeard HMAS SUPPLY when
you, Sir, sasumed command of the Australion Fleet from RADM G.V. GLADSTO?
A.0.,DSC and bar on the 15th April.

6o At 1000 Monday 18th April, HMAS SWAN cnst off and proceeded . to
soa for a second trials week. A1l reguiraments for the TKARS SQT 2 had
been met by the mormimg of Tuesday 159th April. Swall defects in the system
had been identified and rectified during the SATS period, amd the system
had been proved correct by the repeat SAT 2'as and SAT 3's conducted.
HMAS SWAN nnd HMAS STUART rondezvoused with EMAS OXLEY =t 0600 that day
with WAN firing successfully at 1030. A failure in the attack ent oﬁ.'
mechanism in the MK 44 practice torpede resulted in the torpedo hitting
HMAS OXLEY., The submarine surfaced and, after inspection of the minor
demage coused on the after casing, permission was scught end eventually
granted to continue the serdal. A scarch of the immediate area resulted
in the poeitive identification of torpedo water entey point debris,

The exercise resumed that efterncon and EMAS STERT enjoyed & similarily
successful, if not as spectecular, firing.

Te The remainder o that week concentrated primsfily on gumery
serizls, Succesaful Swface and NGS generation trials were completed,
however again, despite additionnl AL trocking and firing serinle on
Fridoy 22nd April, AA results were insufficiently conclusive to compk te
the 34T 6, The latbter half of that week also saw severnl seamanship
evolutions conducted betwoen FMAS STUART and HMAS SWAN, These exercises
ineluded towex, RAS opproaches and jockstay transfers (both dey and
night)s IMAS VAMPIRE Joined EMAS SWAN for stationmaster overnight 20th/
21st Aprdil. HMAS SWAN enioyed a very exhilerating 90 mimutes of O0W
manceuvers with AMS VAMPIRE ns O0CS befare HMAS VAMPIRE. procecded onto
her scheduled EAXP serials at 0730 . IMAS STUART conducted & seccat
firing thot Thursdny foremcon uveing 2 $indivik and tonic tow.

HMAS SWAN observed and tracked the Tondc witk M44 ond it appears W be

a good torget for. sencat. HMAS SWAN resumed MGS serinls on completion

of HMAS STUART's firing.

8e BMAS SWAN entered Sydney heads and berthed, port side to,

NECW. at Garden Ialand 2t 1202, Friday 22nd April, The Ship roverted o
24 hours notice for sem and commenced a solf maintenance period.

A% 13060 Friday 29th April, notice for sea was reduced to 8 hours arnd
HMAS SWAN anssumed duries os stepdby Emergency ship, (HMAS SWAN remaim d
in this berth until the end of the month.

S That la st wock in April was well spent with internal treining
end preparctions being progressed towards the sheke down and work up
period which begins on 2nd May. Command team fraining was lmld at

EMAS WATSON concurremt with a rovision PWT for tho ships EW sailors,
Monitoring teams PWT's were completed at IMAS PENGUIN and internal trmining

wns practiced for the ships NBCD partlos, 2
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Fr mining Roadinsas Bvaluations woro compluted that woek. You comducted
> rost Refit Inspection at 0830, Friday 29th April, Sir, and ofter
P adressing tho ships company depnrted at 1025.

10. The quarterly security lecture was delivered to the ships
compory togothor with an addross on the sbuses of alcohol, during the
forenoon of Friday 22nd April.e I conducted Captaine Rounds of the upper
deck and tho Weapons Blectirical depertment on 2nd and 28th Lpril
respoctively.

th " Once agairn this month hos seen EMAS SWAN host many visitors,
various sections from RANTAU wore well represented during the series of
gurface, sub=surface and machinery trials., MR C, HOLMES a producer from
FILM8 AUSTRALIA, enjoyed a brief bub full two doys in HMAS SWAN &as mrt
of his sec familarization prior $o his prodwing & reculting film for
the RAN. My Officers were delighted €0 entertain Mias Poll Eereford
(from Wost Australin) whose prizmo included = day with the Navy,

12, Merine Bngineeringz, No contaminntion of the feed water system
hap occured since departure Williamsitown Naval Dockynrd, however the
opporfunity for repair « further tubes in the Starboard condenser has
been taken when alopgslde.

13. Jullet turbe slternotor auxilary drive wes opened afier arrival
at Garden Island Dockyard due to excessive noise noticed on the passage
from Williamstown. The defect had (originated os aun overspecé frip

bolt becoming dismlodged and strikxing the drive shaft housing. The

bolt and pieces of the assoeisted spring were found lodged in the caxing,
The drive assembly and oil pumplave been refurbished or replsced and

the unit 14 now operational,

14, A wnsuccesful full power trial wes conducted on Wednesdsy
20th April, Authorizmed Full Power was maintained for two hours and the

ship averaged 29 knots,

15. Wesa Electrical E During the month of April;
the ghip haos attempted to camplete 21l post refit irials ocutstonding

on departure from Williamstown. The most signifiecnt of these has been
the SAT G for the M 22 GFCS which is siil} not wmplete, although
considernble progress has been achleved, The DG ranging completed on
12th Aprll wes successful and regular DG challenges will be scheduled,
The high point of the month was a very successful IKARL firing agelnst

HMAS OXIEY,

16. Supply and Seeretariat, 4 major stores progrome wos

completed during the self maintemonce period covering all ampects of
Vietualling and Neval Stores, The non ava lability of a uddlity or
truck zs requested in the LOGREQ placed extra strain on the ships
vehicleprograzme in order that urgently required stores could be plcked
up. Thim matter is being raised separctely. The department continues
to function well, although therce have been a number of unexpected
personnel movements dup to HMAS SWAN'e Cooks taldng the opportunity

to axchange postings to EMAS MELBOURNE for her Silver Jubilee deployment,

22
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Healih, Welfare and Morale, The heslth and welfare of the

o mpeny remain good and their mornle is high,

I have the honour to bas,
S4r,

Your chedient gservant

(A.M. CARWARDINE)
Comander RAN

Conmmanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Amex A, Steaming figures
2, Annex B, Bxercise Roturns
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Date
2nd

19th

ST G 16

Totsl miles stenmed this month 2824.7

dnnex A to
BEMAS SWAN letter 1/16/1
dated 2nd May 1977.

Total miles stosmed aince comissioning 191,511,3

Hours underway this month 208 ?2/6'0

Hours underwoy since comissioning 14,457 21

/60

Occasgions for excseding fost routeing spaed:

Duretion
2 hours
30 mins

2 hours
2 hours

Average Speed
22 kts
28 kts

24 kts
28 kts

¥
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Remnrks
Steady steaming trials

Full power work up
trinls

Full power trisls
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Amnex B. to
HMAS SWAN letter 1/16/1
dated 2rd Moy 1977

EXERCISE RETURN

Remarks
Men overbards  (4)
RAS approachoes Esmmm.‘)

Towex STUART gear)
20th RAS spproaches
Jackstay transferas
218t Staticomaster §VA}IPIRE3
OOW manosuvers VAMPIRE
RAS sapproachss

Jackstay transfers (night and day)
Swimmer of the wateh {mortar (L) recoveries)

2, HBCD
12th Minefield transit
action atations
13th NBC perties commmications training
D8 and fire and repeir party training
t4th NBC parties comuniostions training
DC and fire and ropalr party training
27th Monltoring party PWT (HMAS PENGUIN)
28th WD and APFT DC parties drdill,
Se DIVING
7th Dive on ships Imll - poker geuge check
28th Dive at Goarden Tsland -~ bottom check for
cbstacles
4. GUNNERY
tst LATK
AAFX
SU PAC X
5%h Ammand tioned ship
13th AXTX
AAFX
ST
SUFX
14th AATX
Seacat IX
NG COMEX
20th NGS COMEX
=Y 1
SUTX
AATX
Sapecat TX

RESTRINTED
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Annex B

218t Seacat TX
NGS COMEX
NGS FX

22nd ALTE

Sub;

13th IKARA SAT 2
CASEX A2
CASEX A1/A2

14th CASEX €2
Mortar maxrk 10 live firing
CASEX A2/A3
182 streened

15th CASEX A2

jgth TKARA SAT 2
IKARA countdowns 523
JXARA BAT 3 2
CASEX A2/ CASEX €2

19th IKARA SAT 2
IXARA countdowns
CASEX B10/811 (live Ikera firing)

218t M.MK 10 1live firing
2210
18th R¥X 2
19th Relvelex (STUART)
20th Relvelex ESTUART)
JAMEX STUART end VAMPIRE)
2tst RAINEX /GOPEX
Internal Relvelexr . 12 « 22nd April
€ caprund cetions
12th JOCOMEX 5
NCX 201
14th ¥CX 455
18th JOCOMEX 3
EdX 32, BWX 4, BMX 6, WX 22
FOX 455
19th NCX 453/ NCX 201
EWX 23, BdX 5, BWX'13
20th X 350 (including SIG and EW persomnel)
NCX 20t /202

26/2¢
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