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at gea,
18t June, 1967.

The Flag Officer Commanding, .
H-M. ABE$RALIA§;FLEE$.

(Capy %o: The Captain (F), FIRST PRIGATE SQUADRON.)

8ir,

; : I have tne hnonour to repoxt the proceedings of H.M.A.
Ship under my command during the month of May, 1967. Times are

?one -1?} until 251830, then Zone (-9) until 271430, then - :

:Qne (=8}, i

2e H.M.A 9. STULRT cast off from Garlen Island at 0900, i
Mondsy 18t May, and proceeded 46 aea in company with H.M.A.5. -
; QUEENBOROUGH for A.5.W. exercises with H.M,.5/M TRUMP. These
exercises contimued untll 2000, Tuesday 2nd May, with STUART
detaching for an A.A. Tracking Exarcise and # Naval Gunfire
Support Exercise. The ship was anchored 1n Jervis Bay at 2030.

? : 3- On Wedpesday, sxd May, landing parties and divers were
exercised during the forenoon and in the afterncon the first .
games of & comprehensive inter-part competition were played.

4. STUART departed Jervis Bay at 0800 the noxt day and made
passage {o rendesvous with the fug BRONZEWING and the Willigms
Target. N.B.C.D, exerciges wexe carried ocut en route. As Radar

903 was unserviceable 1t wuy declided to carry out the surface

shoot 1a Clock Rate. This wes completed satisfacturily wlth the
right gun anly as -the lefi st1ll continued to double ram. Then -
coursa wag set far ggdnay and the ship was secured sloangside

Cruiger Wharf at 1600, 4 spall reception was held onboard that
evenlog for the Officers of U.S.S5, EPPERSUN.

5. The arrival in Sydney marked the beginuing of the first
- sulf-maintenance period gince the Mid Cycle Docking and there
was much to be done. A new E.E.T. Cabinet for the L.¥.0.2 radayr

(n: wag fitted, ghe V.D.S. bady was returned after an extensive over-
haul, lhe M.R:8. 3 received conoiderable attention and there wam
8 great deal of work carried out on the Main epnd Auxiliary
machlnery. :

6. . " After casting off from Carden Island at 0830 Tuesday
16th May, the abip amminitioned at No.2 buoy and then sailied in
high hopen that all equipment would funetion correctly. However
within two hours of lowering the V.D,5. body the cable coennector
plug allowed the ingrees of waier und e new cable is required
before the Sonar can be used again. Thls particular plug has been
the major cause of V.D.S. unserviceebility in STUARY and details
of the fallures were reported in my letter No.7/2/024 dated 22nd
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7. . The M.B/D.P, equipment was calibrated satisfactorily
tut Lhe A.A. tracking erercise which followed indlcated that
further sdjustmentis were hecesaary to the Radar 9C3. From 1900
until Q200 & Casex was carried out with H,.M.A.S. PERTH and H.M.5/M
TABARD. ey,

iiéﬂﬁmlﬁdigﬁr
o* o

“L— ' .
16 JUN 1967 j&;mgn | ceneeen/TL

‘;_q‘ LT TR ﬂ&




Ll L. 0o o

A T i At Polrde ar L LI BN 4 iy
Sh syl
II.
8. During the forenoon of Wedneadsay 17th May, an A.A.

Tracking Exercise waa ecarried out and followed by a Medium Range
firing. TUnfortunately, cloud prevented a satisfactory rodor
aligoment and the firing had to be carried out in visusl. The
result of en egtimated 3684 T.9.B.s ana 17% early bursta was
heartening, but this was offset by the continuing double ranmling

of the lefi gun.

9. A surface shoot was programmed Ter the afterncon, but
Just as the tow was streamed %o 1ta maximum the Williams Target
overturned. By the tinme STUART's divers hud righted it there waa
insufficient light to carry op. There was no anpparent readon for
the target Umpsizing as the weather was good and the sess calm,
but 1t was frustrating La the Gunnery teap. A six hour Casex
with H.M.A.S. PERTH and H.M.S/M TABARD follewed, and when it had
finished, course was set {¢ rendezvous with H.M.A.S. SYDNEY off

- Brisbane.

10. - Balloon tracking during the next two days and further
adjusimenty t¢ the left gun indicated that the M.R.S.3 was fully
operational but it will not bo possible to confirm this until an
A.A.M.R.Fs da carried out in the Singapore axercise area on 2nd
dune. Daily yamming snd the firing of 18 rounds from the left
gun indicata that the double ramming ia cured and will not recur.

11. At 1815, FPriday 19th May, STUART took station ahead of
H.}¥.A.8. JYDNEY carrying members of the 2uad Battalion of the
Hoyal Auntrelian Kegiment. The four day passage to Mamus Iglani
vas made 2t 19 knota and wag uneventful, Heliocopiters of 725
Squadron onboard SYDREY supplemented the soreen duri daylight
bhours and Oificers undergoing a "d" cournc were transferred to
STUART Lo contrel them. Eeplenisbment of fuel and transfers of
storea and personnel were carried out concurrently om two
occasions. Bathythermograph reading were taken esch hour and
lines of sounding were charted whers it was considered thay would

be of use to the Hydrographer,

12, - Both ships anchored in Secadler Harbouxr during the
forenoou of Tueaday 23xd May, and SYDNEY embarked fuel. The ahipa

" -departed at 1800 and set course for Vietnam via Basilan and

Balibad Straita.

13. ReB.C.D: Exercises with perticular emphasis.on Demage
Control were carried out Frequently. STUARY sgaln fuelled and
transferréd storea and personnel concurrently from SYDNEY an

two occasions. NAVCOMEX's gnd plotting exercisea were g regular
occurrence and 3TUART provided star shell targets on which SYDNEY

. carried out a Rapid Open Fire evercise.

14. SYDNEY provided & newspaper “SYDNEWSY each day and so

impresaed my Ship's Company that = rival paper 15 now being
prodaced in STUART and it compares very favourably. A4n Army
versus Navy Boxing Tournamenmt wag held in SYDHEY on 26th May and

STUART provided aix novices of whom two wou their bouts.

15. The ship ceme to condition 3 when 18 hours out of Vung
Tau and cloged up at action statisny for entering harbaur from
0600 Tuesday 30th May, STUART came %o single ancher at 0700.
Awlwerd Skate 2 wam ussumed immedistely and was maintalned until
departure at 1430, The operation of .chbarking. and disembarking
iroops and stores in SYDNEY waa enmpleted ip recerd time and was
much quicker then had been thought possible.
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16. Course was setfor the Singapore area when clesr of the
channel and the ship reverted to condition 4 nL 0730 Wednesday
318t May. The time spent at condition 1 and Awkward Stsle 2 wac
of ‘greal benefit tn the Ship's Company and a high standard has
been achleved in Damage Control exercises with the spur ef the
possilbility of damage being real.

17 The long period &t sea in good westher has enabled
the upper deck and all internsl compartmentas to be brrught up
to a good stendard. Apart from a few minor dcfects the main
and auxiliary machinery has functioned well. All weapans and
electrical equipment with the exception of those mentioned
earlier have had 2 hipgh rate of gerviceoability. There has heen
& malfunction and a series of defecta on the liars Magazine
Spray arrangementa which gives cause for concern and this has
been reported in my letter No.7/3/071 dated 29ih May, 1967.

16. The health of the Ship's Company has been good through-

out the month, morale iz high and conduct satisfactory. The
Ship'a Company hrs been spoken to on gecurity.

Y nive the honour te be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(ot

(R.¢. Toowli)
Commander R, A.N.

CAPTAIN



