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31

1 have the honour %0 yeport the prooesdings of BE.M.A. Ship
undey wy comcmtd o the copth of February 1962,

2, The first two dmys of the wonih were gpent at see
oompleting the ship’s work~up progreume. Doy end night flying wers
onrried out op Thurslay 1st and day flying omly on Friday 2nd ee
night fiying hed o ve cancelled dne Lo POOY vimibility and low oloud
base. Othar exercicas jncluding A.A. close range firings weing
break-up shot, Aun direction exarciges, replenishmont at seq with
YOrAGER, I.F.F. MarkiC Trials with QUEENBOROUGH snd ajrborne torpedo
drops from Gannet sireraft. MELBOURNE anchored in Jervie By at 1900
on Pridmy 2pnd. '

3a gmall arme practice targets were mooxed in Jervis Bay on
Saturday 3xd and used fhroughout the dsy 0 exsrcise the chip's '
Jending party in the use ot rifles and sutomatic Weapons. Cadet
midabipwan from the R.4.N.C. visited the ehip on this dey. .

4. : Divisions and Divine Service were held on Sunday 4th.

5. . Baeeling t{riale weore carsied out on Mondsy Stbh. The ghip

was firet listed 15 to port then 15~ to giarhoard. The performance

of many items of eguipment was cheerved throughout the 4riala, With

. 459 1ist to starboard, ancher ¥as woighed and MELBOURNE procecded at
1530. It was ipteresting to cbeexve thst with 152 starboard 1liat
tho view to port from the compasas platform was ecomplatly ohacured Ty
tho edge of the flight deck. YRIBOURNE anchored at 1635 in coupany
with VOYAGER and QUEENBOROUGH .

6. Whilst hesling trisla ware jin progross the Ship's
Compogy closéd up at aotion statione and action messing exerciosd,
also Damsge Control drille were carrind out.

T+ On the night of 5th MELROUENE's ohallow water divera
agsigted thosg of QUEINBOROUCH in scarching for a diver vho wad
thought to be misning during diving operationd. The diver concerned
was found ashore the following morning in good nealthe

8. During tbe foyenoon of Tuesday Gth members of to ship's
sompanies of MALBOURNE, VOTAGER, and QUEEKROROUGH wore inspected and
addrossed in the flagwhip by the retiring Chief of the Naval Stoff

(vige Admizal §4r B.M. Burrell K.B.B., C.B.). MELBOURNE's ship's

company manned ship at 1330 and e 15 gun salute wos fired by the “
Tlagship as tho First Neval Member departed. The ship wasd drenscd

overell ou this doy to colebrate the sccomsion of Her Hegjeaty Quesn
Elizaneth II.

9. WELECURNE procesded at 1400 with VOYAGER and QUBENBOROUGH
in compeny for Hobart. Day end night flying wers carriod out on tho
6¢h snd Tth and dey fiying on Thuraday 8tn., Whi dst on paesuge
heaving line tronefers and reploniphmont at soe gpproachos wero
oxprcimed. Air attacks by both Soa Vonome and Ganuets at o oplash
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afternoon of Thureday 84h, Whilst it wes not poseible o mossure agourataly
the epeed, the rgvolutions schieved wexra higher thon any previcusly roocorded.
That svening fuel roplenisbrents were carrizd oud with VUYAGER_ and

QUEENBCROUGE.

1. \IBOURNE berthed st tho 0il Vmarf ot Hobart at G700 Friday-9th
in opder %o embark fucl and shifted borth to Princes Wherf, at 1430.

- 124 " .T was present when calls on the Flag O0fficer Copmanding B.H.A.

Fleet (Redr Admiral A.W.R. ¥cNicell C.¥.B. G.M.) were made by tho Lord
Mayor of Hobert (41derman B-Oshorne U.B.E.S the Deputy Premier of Taemanis

" (Hen. R. Fagan %.1L.A.) the Chief Justice of Tasmanie (Hon. Sir Stanley Burbhwry

et

K.B.E.) and His Tyecllency the Governor of Pammanie (The Right Hen. Durd
Rowallan _K.T.,K.B.E. , B.C. ).

-

13. . A Flect ‘A% Home! was given in MELROURNR at 1830 and was attonded
ty over three hundred guests, OGuaatse wero subsequertly conducted to the
Flight Deck to witnees & 'Beat Retreat' ceremony performed by the chip's
guard and band. & group of 50 seavcadets were alao presant for thia display.

$4. A funil progremme of entertainment had been arranged for the
visisting ships, ineluding receptions, conktail parties, a ball, buffet dinners,
sporting fixtures bus toure and visite to the Cadbury Chocolete Factory

and the Cabcade Brewery. Free public transport in the Hcbart area waad
gvailablo to Nuval personnel in uniform. It was pleasing to see that 8o much
entertairment, both organised and unoffieisl, was provided for ratingd.

15. MEIBOURNE was open to public ipepection for a period uf four
houra during the afternoon of Sundsy 11th and an gstimated 7000 persons
valked arcund the ehip-

16.  The Fleet pulling regatis was ondncted during tha forenocon of
Saturdey 10th and was won by ANZAC with llﬁI.EBGU'RNE coming neoconde

17. lieutensnt Cowmander W.J. Boyer U.S.N., Ceptain of the dastroyer
188 VANCE called on me on 12th February and his ocall waB returned on the
following daye It is of intorest that "VARCE! weoe named after Lieutemant
(7.¢.) Vance who was killed when saiving in H.M.A.5. CANBERRA at the Battle
of Save in 1942,

18, The Roysl Hobart Regatte was etaged on Tuesday 13th and the
Fleet was wall represeniud in various jtems on the programmes I attendod
Regatta Committee's luncheon at ¥oich the Minister for the Navy {genator
the Hon. J.0.0orton) was present.

19. METROURNE elipped and proceeded from Hobart at 0900 Wednssday 14th
with VOYAGER and QUEENBCROUGH in companys Gannet and Sea Venom alrcraft
were launched at 1250 and carried out a fly past over Hobart, also the Uea
Vonoma gave an gserobatic display. For & large paTt of the pesssge to
Adelpide m heavy South Wasterley swell restricted flying operations. Night
flying on 14th and 15th had 10 be cancelled snd eight lasunches only were made
on Toureday 15th. Sea conditioma hed igproved sufficiently by Friday 16th
and, day flying operations were axeouted. Other exarciges carried out
incladod a F.A.4.0.C. cxerciee and surtacs plotting eercisas. Two
Austre)ian Broadcasting Commiesion ropresentatives wero colleetad from
Adaleldo AM on 16th and were givan factlitige in MEIBOURNE to gather
tolovision material. The representativoe wore roturned to Adelaide during
the afternocon and tho Gannet in whieh they travelled wae roquired o0 make 2
froo toke-off owing to tomporary catapald unsorviceability.

20.. MELBOURNE sccured at No 4 bexth Qutor Harbour Adelaide st 0800
Seturdsy 17th. At 0830 on 19k, I socompried the Flag Officor Commanding
H.M. Australion Floct when be called on His Ixcellency the Governor of
South Australis,({lieutensnt Ganeral Six Bdrio Beetyan KB £ K.8t.J., C.Bs)
ard, had the honour of lunching with Kis Excellency.
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21, A Fleet receptiocn wae given in MEIRCURKE at 1830 on 17th and
wan attended by over throc nundred guest8. The gueste were tnter escorted
to the Flight Deck to watoh the ceromeny of 'Beat Retreat' performed by the
ship's guard and band and, ap usual, +hin ceremony was VEIY well received.
The cOromony was agaln performed in East Parklands, Adolaide, at 1500 Sundsy
48th before an audionce of spproximately five hundred.

22. The hospitality that was axtended to the ship was indeed menerous
and included frae pdmission for reiings te horee racing and {rotting eventa,
and honorary mumbership was extonded to Officers by the Port Adelaide Rmoing
Club and the South lustralian Fretting Club also bus {ours, sporting fixtures,
dances Tor retings, & fros Film show, snd tours to Ganeral Motors Boldana,
Foot End and Southwark browerics had boen arranged.

23, Acccmpanied by e pumber of my officers, 1 ettended a Civie Reception
given by the Lord Mayor of Adelaide (Alderman the Honorable C.J. Glover) 1o
T.M. k. Bhipa al the Adclalde Tovm Heil at 1700 Monday 19th.

24. YEIBOURNE was open to Ship's Company visitors on Saturday 17th
and to the Public on Sunday 18ths on tho latter pccagion, an oatimated
11,700 viaitors ealkod sround the sbip. . ‘

- @5 Tho ship doparted Adelalde at 0930 Tuesday 20th. On clesTing
) e channel VOLACER and QUEGNBOROUCH joined companys aay flying wes carwied
i} © oub and followed by 1ignt jacketey transfer exercises with the egeorte.
~ Flying wes cenoelled on Viedneaday 21st duc %0 the heavy swell oncountered.
.g! 1300, ¥ELBOUREE scted as w target for & throw-0ff shoot carried out by
- mm-

26. in slectronic worfare exercige was commenced at 0030 Thursday

“2nd prior to rendervouping at 0530 with the 1.8.5.*COONTZ o guidod

* missdle frigate which was visiting bustralisn Ports. & 1ight jockatay
tran3fer was carried out by MELBOURNE with COUNTZ in which pifts were
oxchanged, the foxmer's peing in tho fors of & 601b ceke decorated o
comsomtrate the birthday of George Washinghon- Doy flying was carried out
between 0900 and 1600 and, at tho roguest of the U.S.8, COKwWTZ, atrikes
were flown againgt hor %o oncble R.A.N. obsqrvors on Yoard tn seq her
datection eyetem in oporaticp. .

2T Aizhorne torpedo tridls wers conducted in the s'ﬁnn!oon. Two

motor cuttevs launched for' this purpoes weite both dmmaged by ome & :

shon the depth setting mechonisn failod to cperata corractly. This matter.

~:) is being fully reported separstoly. Nigat flying operations ward carried
 out botweon 2030 ocnd 0015. )

28. Day flying was conducted batweon 0900 and 1700.: On 23xd R/E
sttacke at a splash target in +ho forspoon were followed by a magesd a3y
attack and g simmlated molecr ettack, Hands wero gxoroised % Actliop g4otione
and st Buelter Stetions. Gune crews ware Also exercised snd fived brgok—up .-
shot. Durdng the simulaked miclear attadk svaclvs action was takem W& .- *
UELBOURNE and shipe in company and units yejoined when clear of the nfa]l-out!
aren. Opportunity was teken 1o fuel VOYAGER and QUEANBOROUCH during dog
watches, This was followed by night fiying at 2030 which ended promaturaly

at 2240 due to lack of wind. . , )
29. Exercisss on Saturday 24th included a eurfroe plotting ‘axarcise
and day flying, A Tequeet Trom the town of ATBINY wae met when Gannet and
Sca Voenom aircralt carriod out 2 fly~past over the tovm at 1200,

0. ALt 0700 Sunday 25tk voth Cheplaine worxe tyanaferred by jackstoy
to QURENBOROUQH and subgaquently to VOTLGIR bofere returning to MRLBO
at 0940. Divisions worc hold on the flight dock followod by church garvicos.

o 3t MELBCURRE anchored in Gage Roads at 1530 that afternoon and
yomsined so avarnight before procceding at 0630 Mondny 26th and borthing at
Ko § Wharf on :hha'north side of the river. Natives of Porth hed been landod

i m e o wsanerd sia A TEATOOON.
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. Vory little formal entertasnment had boen argenised for the ehip's
visit, but it was obvious that many of YRLEOURNE's company had friende ashoyo.
KELBOURNE wea open to Puplic inspoction in the afterncon of Tugsday 27th.
The Telatively small numher of visitore was considered to be dus %0 it boing
o woEking day. 4 mobila tpgpsfusion unit obtained 8% pints of blood from
volwtoers during Tuesday, the urit was ungble to acgept a gregter quantlity.

33, T had the honoux of dining with His Fycellency the Governor of
Wastorh Australia (Lieutenant—Geneml 81T Charles GalrdmeXx £.C.M.0,, E.C.V.0uy
K.B.B., C.B.) on ‘Tuoeday 27¢b.

34. VMELBOURNE procesded for Singapcre at 0900 Wednasday 20tk in
cotipay with VOTAGER zrd GUENECROUCH. Durisg the day, flaes afati-aircralt
gun oo~ordination exorcice, a mirface plotting exercige, highline transfers
with VOYAGER end QUEENBOROUGH and Officer of the Watch menceuvered wexo
¢nrried out.

5. ‘ CONDITION OF THE SHI¥

e condition of the ship remaines sa‘tisfa.oto:;y.- The port
ghaft bad to be trailed betwsen 1200 on 918t snd 0630 on 22nd in order to
effcet repairs to the gft main circulateor.

o © 364 AEALTH AND MORALE OF THE SHIP'S COMPANY

The health and morale of the ship's company continugs to e
of a high orler.
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