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+ H.Hqﬁas- mﬂum
At Dea. o

Flag Officur Companding,
H.M. AUSTRALTAN FLUID.

HM.A.S. MELBOURNS — R-PORT OF FPREOCESDINGE — AFBIL, 1961,

I have the honour io report the proccedings of HM. Ae ~
Ship under my command for the mopih of Aprii, 1941,

2. ‘A% G006 on 1ot April HELBOURNE wmith QUEENEOBOUGH in
compeny was Btesming eastwood acroag the northern entrancs of {he
Nalacoa Strait towards Penang to collect mall shich hed been

forwanrded to H.M.§. DAMPIER.  MELROURRE stopped at 14000 fivwe

niles off Ponang whils QUEENBOROUGH procecded inte Gaorgetown
hazbour. Aftor QUEENBOROUGH had rejoined, oourse wah sed to the
south through the Mslacos Strait, At 13130 emorgenc "ptationa werw
oxormissd, At 2350 olocks were advanced to Zope ~7%, tha some
timwo of Singspore. On Sunday 2nd Aprdl the passage Qown the
Malzocs 8trait procesded unevenifyully apart from relatively .
pumercur nlterationn of aourse to pese through large groupd of
netive creft, Turipg the doy ihke Chaplaine were tranaferrad fo
QUEENBOROURH for a peried of {wo hours. As {ho ship was well
ahoad of time apd wag conmitted t¢ dimapbark the equadronn to
f.A,P. Station, Seletar on 4th Apri}, 1t was deoidsd to gteam
through Sipgepere Strait, detaching QUEIRBOROUGH off Singapore,
and to unohor 25 miles sast of Horsburge.Mght In the aroa
allocated for flying off the squadromg. QUEEHBOROVGH wes
soscxdingly detacbed st 2000GE and MZLBOURNB anchored at 0045CH
ey 3rd April. The ship remained at anchor oo, ird Apri] while the
ship'e side wag Clvaned and preparations ware wade for entaring
Singapore. The ship weighed =t OG15GH on 4th April., At OB30CH
eight Garmet airecraft followed an hour later by ten Sea Venoms,
wore (isombarked to Seleter. The aircraft remedned ab falatar
during tha ship's vieit Lo Singapore epd took part in the
Singapore International Air Show which took place during thie

' period. After flying off the mircraft the ship proceedad towards

Singapore and 2t 1045CH the pausage up the Johore.Strait comenasd,
At - 12AG0R ¢ seventoeen gun salute wae fired to the flag of the ]
Comman 10f, Far Best Statiop {admiral 8ir David Luee, K.C.B.,
D.5.0e7 0.B.E.) A thivteen gun salute was fired in potuh to the
flag of tha ¥lag Officer Commanding, H.W.A. ¥Floet {Rear Admirel W®.H,
HARRINGTON, C.B.E., D.8.0.). At 1255 GH MELBOURNE gecured alomgpide

Ho. 7 Berth, Bingapore Neval Dase.

3 | MELBOURNE remsined ai the Navel Bage for sight days during
which periovd s«lf mainfenance wap cayried out, Despite the long
hours underwey ip the previous two months very few dofacts had
daveloped, but a considerahlo smount of preventative maintenance
wag £US. .

/2. 4.  On the avening of <.«
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4 0a the evening of 6th Appil I attendsd & receviion
given by the Australian Comolgsionex, Mr. Gordon Jocksl. At
09450 ons Tt April T wolted upon the Compapdep~in=Chief, Far
Eagt Stetion, end later attened lwnchoon st Admirelty House,

Fa The Lir Jbow at the new Intsrpational Airport of Paye
iebar opemad on the aftsmgoon of 8tk Aprdl, vhon R.A.P. alrcraft
ond naval aivreraft and heldcoptere from the aircraft carviers
KRLBOURNE, VICTORIOUS, snd BULWARK took pard, The digploy given
by the paval aireraft wax vary favoursbly comonted on in the
Trosa ad & photograph of four of MELBOUNNE's Soa Venoms in

eless formation AppPeared on the frovt page of the Singapora
nuwepapes, slbait nistdentified ae Sea Wixen aircrsfi.

s. Full use wag made of the olubw, swimnipg poole aud

. other repreatiodal faoilities of the Nava) Basae and U,M.8. TERTOR.

The atandayrd of ’condmt of the ship'e company 4t Singapore was
wary setisfactory, as indecd it has beep since leaving Australla.

L HELBOURNTE salled from Singapore for Subio Bay in the
Ph{llipino Ialands st QU15GH op 13th April wrior to tsking port

{n "PONY “XPRESS", the 1961 5.%.A,7.0, Naval Exorcise. On hoard
waa ona troop Iroum 45 Hoyal Marine Comnendo snd two efficers and
81T Thei mewinag who were taking passage to Subic Bay to join
United States Marine forasa for the forthoouing exerclso.
MELBOURNE wea joined by VENDEPMTA, VOTAGER apd QUENBOROUGH off
Johore Shoal Buoy »° 12006H. The force stoamed oastward through
Singapore Strait and carried out A/A tracking and firivge with
X.A. 7. Metoor atreraft, At 1415GH the Sesx Venom alrcralt were
recovered from Beletar, fallowad shorily afterwards by the Ganneta.
At 1600GH peplanichmept at g-< wam exeycizmed, each of the sgall ships
aarrying out a Jjaokstay trooafer amd tokem refuslling. During tho
afternoon of 14th April g Surface Plotting Exercise wes held
followed by Offiesr of the Watch wanceuywres ap’ further
raplenishment. practices. Fram 1900 to 210 GH an Eleciramic
warfere Lxercise was hald, and the soreeping ships pada o dummy
terpedn attack on MITBOURNE. Woxt moming at O7306H the force

" yandozvoused with the B.F,A. WAVE SOVERFION end at 0830GH MTLBOURNE

comenand refuelling with F.F.0. and AVCAT, disengoging at 1115GH.
At 1400GH seven Oennate wore leunched for 4/8 bembing preotice.
Tuning the forohoon of #6ih Aprdl a flying programme for bull Fannctm
and Sea Venows wag oerried ont. At 1230GH a transfer of personnel
from the ahips In company waa i1y 4é ilnt athletlos teams Irom
each ship could deke part durdng the 4ftornoen in a ksenly eomtasted
sthletics meeting which was hold on the Plight Deck with teams
provided by each ship and the Royal Marines. At the Tinieh tho
HELROURNE ‘oz hed tsken the homours from VOYAGER with the Boyal
Marince third., 4t 2345CH clocks ware. advanced to Zone =Y.

At dawn om 17ih April the mountaina wear Subio Bay were vieible
shead apd at O6I0H MELPOURNE commenced refusliing the otber ahips

of the foree, On complotion HELDOURNE yrooseded independantly fo
Subjo Bay. A clvilinn pilot boarded the ship at 1045H and ccndusted
the ship to hep berth at loyte Thart at the Naval Afr Jaui.a, Oubd

i SECRET

8. In the evening the Unitad Stzice Navy entertodned a large
mumber of officers and ratinge et their reoreationnl ¢luhs. After

the officarst reception, I attended g dinmer given by the Commander
of the Navel Base, Subit Bay {Reer Admirel C.K, Dumcan, U.S.N.), for
the Flag Officer Commanding, A.M.A. Fleet anfl the Capiaink of HJf,A.
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9. HELBOURNE astiled et O800H on 18th April and operated .
airerefi Detween OBOO and 1500H, At 1530 on A/A shoot was
oarriod out agriwst £ alesve torgot, oné sleeve bdeing deatroyaed.
Lfter the ship retuyned to harbosr, berthing at 1800H. In the
avening U.5. Navy Officers and their ladies were ontertainad
onhonrts

10, Ins the short visit to Subis Aay the hospitality shown
wes almost overwhelming, and the axceilent trainimg faoilitiee |}
avesloble would have made a longer stay of oonsiderable value,

1. MELBOURNE sailed st 0S00H on 19th Apri} and fiying
comnenced on ¢lsaring the bay- Ganpat aircraft took part in
CASEX'e with the other B.A.N. shipe ageinst the United Siates
nuclear submarine SARG0, an experienca of great value o o1l .
concernod. Figing contipued uptil 1500H when furthex .ﬁ/,& shoot
wae corriod oub. A1 H.M.A. Shipa randesvoused mnd the soa hoats
were axorciged after which MELBOUMNE, with VOYAGER as Rescue
Degiroyer, operated independantly for night flying whilae tha
romsining ships procesded to rendezvius with the R.F.k.'s FORT
CHARLOTTE omd WAVE SOVEREIGN o store gnd refusl., . Nighi flying
wna limited to Gannets bacausa of marginel wind conditicms for
Sea Venoms and was cogplobed at 20250, KMELBOURNE 2nd VOYLGER thanm
joined the Replenishment Group. Replenishment wee oompleted at
01308 on 20th April when tho R.F.A.8 werd detachad, and acurse
e set for Manila Peys At OB15H a iwenty one gun FNaticumal
Gelute wse fired and returned, and at 08300 NELBOURNE sunohored a
wmile off ¥anile harbour braskwaters

12. _ During the two doyn the ehip romained At Manila the
United Stotes Navy Ships teking part in PONY EXPREIS enterad
harbowr, cnd during the forewoon of 21at April the pre~axerclse
conference was hald ouboapd U.5.3. ESTES, flagehip of Bear Admirel
B,F. Roader, U.S.F., who was conducting the exsrcise.

13. On the evening of 2iat April I atience: = vecephion

ot the Unlted Ximgdog Bubossy im homowr of H.M, the Queen’s
nirthdsy and loter & dinner givon for the Fieg Officer Commnnding,
H.M.A. Fleot end the Captains of the Australisn phips presont by
fiis Exccllonoy the Australinn Awbas=mador to the Philtppine Republic

(A.T. Sterling, Bug., C.B.E.)

EXERCIGE PORNY EXPRESS.

14, Evercise Pony Expross wae designed as en amphibioun
- operation which included escorting an assault forse from Menila in
the Tace of a submarins end air threat to & repdogvous with further
foroes frop Sirigapares and from the rendsgvourt $o the Yanding
Yenches in Nor™) Borneo agsin in the face of botih glr and submarine
threat.

15. NELBOUEKE, VEXDETTA, VOYAGER and QUERHECIOUGH wexe formed
in a soti-svbmarine Task Group under the command of the Flog Officer
Coumanding H.M.A. Fleet, to looutg apd sink any submarines lying

in wait ahend of the sseault force. MELROURNE was 4i60 renponsible
for the nir defence of the furce untll the rondezvous with the
Singapore group, whon VICTORIOUS —~-'4 Agenme thia duty.

/R 184 MELEOURNE asailed ««o
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16, MELBOUENE eajled from Mandla on 2Pnd Aprdl. All cscort
vessels had proviously sailed to form A dspaviure soreen outedde
the simulated minaflield at tho entrence te Manils Bay, whila
shore-based sipcyaft from N.4.5. Sangley Point were gt
maarchea to o radiuvg of aixty wiles. Ghortly after waighing four
Gonnot airoraft wexe lounchad te assist in searching the approaches
t0 the bay ond these wers rolisved By a further four eiroraft at
09308, MELBOURNE then 1¢q the heavy units down the awept ghamme)
through the minefield. 4% 1035H o parisacps wap aighied olose t0
the atorboard beom, As the ship was 9431 in the ualf mile wide
awopt chammel 1ittle avoiding aoiicn oould be tzken, bul a Gannet
mlreraft wag rocalled and mads two visual ettocks on ths submaring,
At the time of the initisl opighting, the submarine was estimated
to ba one mile inside the minefieid. Omnoe oloar of the swapt
channe) VENDRITA, VCYAGER and QUELNPOROUSH formed a soreen on
NELPOUERE while ths 0.8, esocrie goveened the main body, At 11208,
VEMDETTA guined tontact with 2 submarine end with QUECRBPOROUGH
asaisting ocarried out A sepias of attacks over the naxt half hour.
4% 12304 the opposed mortie Thess was completed, snd, after all
aircraft had been ruvcovered, oourse was met for the Palawan Pasangn,
MELEOUENE anfd hor sorasn heing atationad 1% miles shead of the mzin

.body.

17 N6 imoidonte ocoouyred on Sundsy 23rd Apri) and the forea
contimmed 40 procecd to the avutk west. During the morming the R.C.
Chaplain held Name aboard the U.3.5. THEFIS BAY. Tho fosmenoon had
beun depignatsd "Acministrative ‘ime™ in the sxercias ordqEm.

The first of sevaral Camned ATEX {Synthstie Adr Defence Exaredse]
todk place in the eveaning.

18, At OGOCH on 244k Aprdl the Crewg aXkevod sourse to the
woet towards the rendesvous with the R.N. faves fyom Singapore.

A1 the screeniag ships wers rofueiled from aomoenolng
at the fivot }3ghd, and during the forenoon 4/% pa sad C.A.P.
wore flown. Ab 14308 MELBOURNE rafuslled from R.PA. WAYE SOVEREIGN,
completing at t645H. An Af3 petrol of two Caunets wom layeohed at
17XC0H in the hope of locoding sny ocubparinegg as thoy oamae 0
porleccpa depth for eveninmg star sights. A 1520H one airaraft
sightod a storting submerine and made two suaqagoful attacks.
Furthor .-1/3 potrois were flown &t two hourly imdervals from 0001 fo
0600 on 2§th Aprd}, At O140H VENDETDA gnined submorine contast
and mesde a series of sttacks. At 14150 the Sing2p e component

of the force had besn sighted and the Task Qroup altered acurse +o
the east in erduxr to be in statleon abead of {the msln body when the

© Iatter roverped course %o procesd towards the rebasrsal landing

area on Balambangan Island. At 160CH VENDETTA was dstached to join
VICTORIOUS and en howr later H..S. YARMMITH joirad the A/S Tesic
Group. At 2100H YAIMDUTH lossted o submarine and carried ouvt aine
attacks before losing contast. Camnet sireraft flow A/S patrols
betwaon 2000 snd Q400H on 26th April, and at 2255H one alreraft
eightud o subparing soord tat was wmable 3o carry cut an atlacks
Ton pdrabes later tha eubmerine mede hor attock and as she was

- withdrawing the airoraft gained contsot by sonchuoy. At first

Jight VOTAGER and QUETNPONOUGH wore refuelled by MELBOUENE.
During the dey tha forse was atiacked by pireraft frowm the U.5.8.
OOR/L SEA who was withdrasm from the oxorcise on the next day,
consequently any further zir defonce exercisea becams wnroalistio

a9 they hi34 to be Arrangod between YICMRTOUS and MELBOURNE beforchand.
4/3 patrols wora flown between 0300 snd 15308 aznd from 2200 $e 04301
on Z7th April. TARDUTA was refuelled from MELBOURNE at O94(H on .
ZMth Apral, and Gonnet and Sca Vapom aireraft wors oporatead from

1900 to 1800H. MELBOURNF. cperfted independently of, but astern of
tho screen, on arrcngement which possespes sovornl imporkant
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19 At 05308 on 28tk Aprdl the asseult foree eompenoed

the rehezreal landing at Balembangsn. During the day live

surface and gcrizl bopbardmint wes oarried out by the orulgers

and destroyers znd aireraft from VICTORIOUS. MELBOUINE®s fee

Vonomé werg unodlc t0 teke part =s all communitations in the

londing srea wers on Y, H.F.  MELBOUENE therefore todk no ackive
pert in the raheszrszl lending and spent the day patrolling thirty
miles off shore whilat sercening ships detached and rejoinmed a8
nscagsexy to toke part in the bombardment. During she cfterncon

» Seipitnr sireraft Trow VICTORIOUS ditohed nusr Balanmbangan, the
~jiet “w7Ang srovesafilly ejeated, Av OICCH on 29th Aprdl NELROUENE
horApd inshors to tha cooheroge off Yalombongmn, anchoring at O500H,
irrong:ments bad been mode for two R.L.N. Jes Venom aircralt to
opurata from VICTORIOUS for the rempindar of the exercive mpd four
of VICTORIOUS'e Whirlwing A/3 helioopters to oparata from MELBOURNE,
50 the ouportunity wae tsken to trupsfer the necessary stores and
personnel. At 1010H MELBOUENE weighed cnd with a stroel of YLRHMOUTH,
VOY.GFT and QU-LNBOROUGH proceedad to the weat to rendezvous with the
Commontoaith Replenishment Group, Shipe xeplenished during the
afternoon. A/S belioopters were operated from 1200H to sunaet apd
4/8 ratrols were flown by Gammet alreraft from 1930 bo 230CH,
MELBOUTND operating in the box agtern of the raplepiebment group.

At 1835H the foroo wac attacked by & submerine: CAVALIER rnd VOYLGER
cained contct and oarried out clght attacke. At 23308 VICTORIOUS
with throe escorts joined for repleniehmant. A¢ OBOOH ém 30th April
HELBOULNE and her tnak group Were detached snd opensd to the north
womt prior 10 on oir defence exercise with VICTOMIOUS du the alter—
noon ond ovening. 906 Vonon strikes wors fluwn detweon 1345 and 16458
and 1800 nnd P1008. Unfoctunctely VIGTORIOUS was not molotcining &
atonding &.4.P. ond 28 the two cerrlere' flying programnss Wora not
gynchronised most of the value of the exarcise was lost. Afloer
flying was oompleted the task group procoeded to the north weat $o
patroel to geaward of Emerald Bhoelwy while the epmcult foree wnde
ils way towards the landing boschosg om the. aoant” of ¥orih Jorneo,

0. The Condition of tho Ship.

The apsonrance of the ship 1s quite good taking tho amourdt
of sun tipe inm rocont wonthe inte considoratiom. Both engine roon
v cosctrien] oquipmont have oparated sstisfactorily throvghout thy
menth,

21, Heolth end Marale of the Ship's Compsny,

The health apd morale of tha shipls eowpany hae beon very
good, Hail facilities duripg Fony Exprose have baen excellant.

I have the honour to be,
dir,

Your chedispt mervant,

’ __,.4" p .
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