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H.K.A.8, MELBOURRE,
At Singapore,.

6th Aprd, 1961.

Fag OIficer Uomanding,
BN, AUSTRALTAN FIFRP,

HM.4,.9, MELBOURKE ~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGY - MARCH, 1961,

Biiy

. T have the honour to repert the procesdings of
B.Muds Ship wader my command for the month of Mevch, 1961.

EXERCIOE JET, 1961.

2. A% OOCTF on g% ¥erch, WSLECUINE was wéesming
northward to rendamvons with the Undoxway Replanishment -
Group and the rogaisder of the Task Group sfter the fimal
Sea Yenom strike on BELFAST, whioh had been acting es a
refidor, The repdeavoun woe meds ot 02007 and st QG00F

the task Group cmmenced-replenishing fiom R.F.&. TAVE
COVEREL(H, 4)3 ehips had vefuelled by 1345 whan the U,R.4,.
was detacheds In the mesntime, 2 report hed baem racelived o
of on enemy/growr 900 miles 40 the norihwest. The Tagk
Group was tharefore formed in g degeptive disposition in
which BELFAST 2nd her screen vimileted a corrler greup whila
MELPOURNE waa atotioned 70 wiles on tha port bow, RIYALIST
chead and BERAMMAPOTEA on the starboord bow. MELBOURNE and
BELFAST exchanged crllsighg, £nd % was hoped in thie way
thet MELBOURNE would be fdentiticd as & ylcket on oncoy
alrborne redar and that the firot enemy atrikeas would be
directed against FELFAST, allowing MZLBOUBNG to close
within renge of ber Sea Venom elrcraft. During the day A/S
Patrols wore fiown by Connst aireraft, and Lrom O400F on nd
Maroch, Boa Venotm flew searches to tha porthwest to & depth
of 250 miless Puring this phoge, HRERYES quite oleazrly had
the wdge on MELBOUENE oming to the formerts peder, the
supsricr porformange of the Bea ViXsn and Scimitar airorsft
‘and the valus of L.E.Y. Cannets, When 1t woe aonaldeved
that the deceptive dispoaition had no further valus, -coursa
ved olterad to the north to rejoin the wsin body. A" Q31UF
on 3rd Harch, ships on the northern flank ocsme under fpa
fron the surface forces, Shortly after this MELBOURNE

had thefmest wndgue expyricnce of being involved in surface,
A/ and air stteokm, all within o pericd of 60 minutea,

£% 05)0F throo Sos Venoms ware luunched to geayah for the

* eneny earrier anld they located H.M.B., HERBES 160 miles 4o

tha northwest and scarried out sigulated Pooket attocks,

[
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A fupther ntrike was launched at OTI0F, apd at 1030F & C.A.F.
_of threa Sea Venoms intarsepted a rald of thyee Sojmitars -

two aghot down was the oplimistlc Vanom report. A1l forpes

then converged and rendezvoused at 14150, when the Flag co !
Officer Copmanding the Indian Flest smssumed fgSbnigal W i7V¥
command, | The foroe was furmed inte & Garrier Beady

Forwation with & ciroular acreen of fourtesn ships apd

courze ms get towards the Underway Replenishment Group

acming from the sesbword,

3. At OB30F on 4th March, the force rendesvaused with

the Underwny Hepleniehment Croup and the rull repleniphment ¢
uf the force commenced. At 0940F ope of MELBOURNE's hellooptera,

which was tsking &fficers to HERMRS for discussion regarding

putusl carrier support during the next phasa of the exerclse, E;
ditchod cloge to HEOMEZ, The pilot and pdasebpers ware
‘plcked up winjursd by BERMES! seawoat, Tho acclidant hag
baon reported svpatataly. MELPOUINE coemancaed roplerdgboant
at 1145F, going alongaide R.F_4. FOBP CHARLOTTE far
Vietu=1linge Storea apd R.FP.A,. TIDE AUSTRAL for F.F.0. and
A 7y and completed refuslling at 1530F. TIDE AUSTRAL

B ATCd t0 be B ¢lean ard efficiant R.F.A.. HERMES was
dotachoed after sho had replevished to procsed zhead to
carry oul siriltee on R.4.A.F. Station, Bultarworth. The
remainder of the foroe wore subjected to submarine atiadka
throughout the night,

4. On tha wcrning of 5th March, the Fleg Officor
Commanding, "W,.M.A. Float vegomed tactical coumand and the
fopce etosmed on an espterly Gourse for the Hicchar Ialandm,
Yo flying was oarricd cut during the day. A landfell wsa
mede on Groat Nicobsr Jeland at dswm cn §%h Harch, At QB3OF
ths Commander~ip=Chief, Far Bast Station (Admirsl Sir Devid
Luce, X.0.B., D.5,0., 0.E.B.) was traneforred hy jenketey
from BRLFAST. During the dsy the Coumander in Chief walkad
round the ship, mat mouy officers and rarings including all
B.H. andt ex-R.N. officers and ralings borme. Tuo weAther

was overcasht most of the day and R.A.LF, Carberre aireraft
from tuiterworth which bed baen expsoted to attack failed to
Jouato the forses A strike wad made by eight Sea Voncms on
Batti Halv, ons of the emalleet islends in tha Nicobar growp,
at 1030F. An atteck by dnany deetroyers was erpaoted during
the night so ot 2130F fonr Oannets carrisd out a sssrob b
without guooess. 4 fwrihor sagrch was made at O200F om Jth
March again with no result but at 0600 Gannats sighted two
onary desiroyers. BILFAST and MYSOBE with three frigetes had
been doteched at O430F and sent in the probablyg direatiop of
ottack, end by O700F BELPAYT held the ensmy destroyara on radar.
ATter the gqurfacs action had boen couploeted all ships ologad
HERISS which had returned frow her eortie sgainst Butterwarth,
and &t 0900F the Commender in Chisf was irapnaforrzd by
helicopter to HERWED, The force was formed up in & two-
carrier diapraition after whioh the Flag 0fficer Socomd in
Comnend, Far iagt Station, sssaumed taotical command for the
replurdshnent programme. MELBOUBKE did not commence replenighing
untii sftor BERMES had finlahed, By whick time it waa 2145F.
The ghin rofuclled from WAVE SOVESEIGH and embarked Wictualiing
Etar- < - FORT CHARLODPTE, completing st OU3SF on Oth Yarch,

FAR On conplotion of the «.e
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On coppletlon of the replenishment MELBOURBE with NYSOHR apd
ROTLLIST and soven screerdng ships withdrew to the eouthward

of the U.R.G., Tha dispogition then stenmed westward towerds
Trintomalee. 4t 1045 on Sth Haroh a nualesr explogion wes
aimalated, snd 2¥l sbhips in the sroup took the nacassary

setiou to aviod iniiial blagt and suhasquent fall-out.

A& C.A,P. was flown from OJ00F un 9th March when aitack by

airoreft of the Royal Caylon Alr Foroa was likely, but na

hostile airoraft were detected. At 1000F the group commenced

the final roplenishment of the exercipe¢ and at 1200F the )
exercise spdad. . unfortunately loat an 4.E.¥. Gennet {
and pilot during the forenceon. In the aftornoon o number ol

ships oarried out f.A. PiTing at the P.T.h.'s carried by HELPAST .
for this szarniase, aftar whiob ships formed in divisions. .
Manoeuvres were eporcised by divisiovs indspendently during

the dog wtchaa.

5 During the ezeroise MELBOURNR'as sircraft {lew 160

aortios. TThe average Aajly sircraft serviceshility waa 10

Sce VenonR and 9 Gannets, Vonom sizorews averaged 9 hours

45 minites and Cannet airevews 17 bours 20 minutes for the §

doys on which sireraft were required to operstv. In genexrzl,

the exerciss was ertromely interesting and participation in
~— it well worthwhila.

6. On oompletion of azsroising at mancewvres, the antlras : .
forae wnder the Flag Officer Commsnding, H.MLA. Fleet formed H
in five colums and steamed towards Trincomalee. At 1815K
clocks wers rotardsd half an hous to Zome -5, . Tha Flest
waz lad ints Trinocpmelee by BELFAST wearing the Flag of the v
Qopmepder—in-Ohiaf, Par Bast Stntion, followed by MMLBOURNE,
MELBOURNE socured to Fo. 4 Bucy, Trineomales, at OB20EFR an
10th March. -

Ts Tha four dzya at Princopzlee was tha longest period
the ahip had spent at vest a=ince 17th Yanwswy, 1961, The
paviod in Trincomaloo was planned perhapy principally for d
rest and recreaticn, but the large mmiber of limchecns, dinners »
and cocickall parties mede the former hard t& cops by. -
Faoilitise for rsoreation ashore were limitod and waxe baruely :
shle to cator for tha lerge mumber of libwvrtymen landing each -
“ afiernocn, Unforbtunabely the ocurrent monscon senditions mada :
the ocean beschas unnafe Yor bathing, but members of the ship'a T
company wers ebic to swim in the harbour off the ship. 0

B fin 13th March the poat-exedoise discusaion waa held, _ _ o

prasided over by the Fleg Officer, Second in Oomeand, Fer East ’
" Station, and ewnmed up by the Commencer-in-Chief. Officers

of the Tondisn Navy had been vory intapasted in MELBOUMNE'a :

performro -in Jet §1, in view of the airoraft ocarrier VIKHANT : j

joiming the Indiap Navy in September, 1961.

9. MPLBOURNE with QUEENBOROUGH in oompany sailed from
Trincomsles ot OBOOEF sn 14th Nardh. Rear Aduiral B.S3. Soman,
Flag Officer Coommnding the Indien Fisat,. dome o sea to witnesa
flyinz oporations and was flown aghors by Barnet aiyrcraft during
the serly aftermoot.

[4. On 15th March & eeucs
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£ 15th March a progromme of day flying wes cariied out while
cronging the Gulf of Maner and by 1900EF MEIBOURNS was off Cape
Comorin. The pessage ia Bembay ccntiuuad during the next two
days i fine mthor.

10, There was gornidaveble land mist at dawn om 18th

Barch and large numbers of dhows were fishing in the approsches

1o Bowbay., The pilot hoorded the ship at OB15FF and condnoted

the shi? to her anohoer berths lettiing go en anchar wnderfoot

6t GO00EF and than dregging the apshoy uatil ha considered the .
ghip was in posifion. DIuring the forspnoopn, I acocompanied the

FMlag Offioer ComnAnding H.M.A. Plest on officinl salla.

- - 1%, A Tes Party was held on the Flight Deck at 1700EF '
for Goveroment aend Service Officiais. Among the guesls were '
the Governor of Mahersshire State (H.E. Sthri Praxesss) ond the
Flag Officex, Bowbay {Rear Adwirel 6.0, Kexparkar, K.B.P
On 19tk Maroh, tho Chiaf Kinister of Bombay {T.B. chman] and
sirxteen rolatives weru shown OVOr the ship, Alxd many membars
of the Indidsn Navy and their famildies visjtad tha ship. A
1800EF & Tecapiion was held on ths Flight Deck and was very
vwell atlended daspdte the orficial pelicy rogariing alcchol
in tho Sitata of Dombay.

K T

12, The vieit 1o Bogbey wes mott succeseful deapite 1%
brisfnesn. Apprazimotely 1200 liberiymen landed dwang thae
o days and there was not & aingle case of misbelaviour. A
very Dleaging nots wag the reletively laras muber of ratings
who ware entertainsd in private homee.

13, MILACURNE and QUEENBORMUGE eailed from Boohay et
Q90CHF on ?0+h Msrch for -Fexachl. Day flying wep tmrrded aut
- on 21et Herch, end a 1815EF olosks were rotarded to Zome 5. l

14. HELRGURNE srrived off Karaohi on the morning of 22nd

- Harch ih poor visibility goo snchoved about 2 miles off the

. Eresimnteor at O700E. I proceadsd Inphore tv ancompeny the

Flog OTticér Commemiing H.bi.A. Fledgt, who had srrived the
provious evening from Few Delhi, on hig offlesst calls. The
s¥ip refuslled ducving the day. As no pontecng were availnhle,
i7 wze not pousible for the Bmall imnker to eome alongsids so
she wag eaourad agtern and the ebip was rofuslled through the
affer Flight Deck connectiums A full social and recrestional
progrogma l.mﬂ baen arrunged by the Pgkigtan Havy.

13 i 23rd Ha.roh, the shin was drassad gverall in

Lonyer of Fekistan Jay. On this dey the wind had incressed

to rcwco 5 and o modarate gwall was rwndng and hoat tralfie =
wes perforce kept to 2 minimmm. Ko lsave was grested and a

larges mmiver of sporting fivtuyes ageinet the Paitiatan Havy

had tn be Ganualled. 4 limited muwber of officere wore sble
.%o provesd ashére ¢ attend the reception which was beld in
QUERNBOROUGE which was bexthed alopgeides this entailed theix
:s‘;lr*:_d.‘lnt the night in QUEENIOROUME,

/5 ¥ELBOURNF; weighod at....
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16. HELPOUANE welghed at &45]!} on 24th Yarch and mado a
10¢ to hoist heaty which hed remsined insbozre overnight. The
Flog Oftfioer Comtanding, HJML. Fleet returned ov at OO4OR
by jackstzy from QUIPNWBOBOUQH, and, after peracnnal and
stores had been tremaforred, course was sel direct Por Cope
Comorin. In the aPternoom & three hour flying progrommd was
aarried out after which two Dollara soye elosed down and the
ship procosdsd on econsminal stosming with OUEINBOROUGH
atationed one mile astern.

7. QUESHBDROUGH was mefuelled on 25th and 27th Marob .
end the ship operated aireraft betweon 1000E and 1J00E on

27th March. At 1830E when the =hip was 100 milea norih of

Caps Comorin two (Gepnets mere sant to Uolombo with a rating

for compassitnets air passage o Awetralia. These wircrafd

ware reooverad st 090CE next morming when the ehip was 50

niles off Colombo. A+ 1730E the ship passed socuth nff Dondrs

flagd and coursa waa set aeross the Indian Ocoeen to peas betwsen

the Niccbar Islends and Sumatra.

18. On 29th March flying was carried out im the af¥erncon
after which QUERNBOROUGH was refuelled. Tt had bean iptonded
- 10 anrry out night Tlying but ot eunset hezvy Cu-Nim oloud #fined
) ' the rrogramme 4o bo seaonlled,Clocks were advanoed ocno hour
at 23308 to Zons —6, Day and night flying took place on 30tk
March. 4 radar 18n01all ¢on Great Wicuhay was made as Gi4GF
en 315t March, This baing Geod Piday, Sunday routine wea
workod, and both Chaplains were trensforred to GUERNBORIUGH
for parvicc. durigg the ¢ay. Clooks wers advanced ops hour
at 2330F e Zoere ~7.

19, Cemdition of the Ship, . i

Tho infernel condition of the abip has contlued to
improve, slthmigh littlg work has boen posaible on the ship's
aide beoauss of the large time wnder way during the meuth.

The main sngines mnd agasclated machinery hawt fumchioned
gatisfactorily. The Engipe Roon depariment hsve winimised steanm
leaka and 4hiw together with being able to reduce feed water
conmmption to 50 tene per day enabled the retioning of fresh

- water in be' ooms to be zbolisbed batween Karachi and

et . -

R TP

Singapore, Purthermore, the shlp hes been suecvessul in ]
radusing ateam rraasure t¢ 350 1bs. when stoaming eoonomicnlly, 3
elgo, 7 'ng dovn tew belloms in tho tns. machinery space, A3 -
- opportunity oIfers, enables eight watchkaepyre 40 he mastad. o
The cparation of elactrioal equiyment bea baep sativfactory. 0
20, Health and Moralae of the g C A -
Tha heaith and morals of the shipTs sompany 1s vary F

good, The gtepdard of behavicur st both Howbay and Earschl wan
excellent. Tha Jot 161 sxevcise and the posusge from Kerschl .
has welded the “Afforent branches imto & boumogeneous Thipis .

Al et T

Company. A slight ve-arrangement of the sllocatsion of messdacks .
and certain vther edjustments has resulted Lo the morale and ¥
behaviour of the Engine Room dsperiment, frop being the lowest *
in the sbip tv being egqual that of any other brenoh. #
T bave ths konour to be, 4

Hir, :

. . Your ocbedient servant. ;

i
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