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WLEGTE No.

H.M.A.S. MELBOURXE,
8t S¢a,.

4
The Flag Officer Commending,
B.¥, AUSPRALIAN KLEET .

L
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H.M.A.5. WELBOURNE - REPONT OF TROCREDINGS  ~ JUNE 1960

BiT,

I have the homour to report the procecfinga of H ML A, Ship
under my command for the mopth of June 1960,

2. At the becinning of June 1560, H.¥,A.Ship under my command
¥as on pagmsage from Hong Kong to Yokohama, off the-zouth coast of Honshu,

3 A Ilying programme wzs acheduled to commence at QQOOI, 1st

— June, hut difficulty wes experienced in obtainiog clezrance for the flights

from ADIS Tokyn, and this was not. finally given until shortly before noon.
Gannets end Venomswere f£lown batween 12151 and 1640T.

4, During the night of 1st/end June, the ELBOIANE passed through

the arproaches to Tokyo Bay, end at 07301 atopped off No. 3 buoy, Yokohama,

to embark the quarantine authorities and pilot. On entering the outer hezrbouy
&t 0750T a 21 gun Netional Selute wag fired, followed by a 15 gun Salute to
the flag of Vice Admiral Fukuchi., the Commandant, Yokosuka Regional District,

Both ealutes wers returned by the Japaness Frigate KASHY, which, wearing
the flag of Vice Adwiral Fukuchi, was accured to No. 4 buoyr.

S Tugs were secured forward and aft and the yport anckor let go
to assist turning in the inner barbour, and berthing starboard side to
Yamzshita Wherf., 4 $hirgd tug was employed to assiat the turn by pushing
as required. Berthing was completed at 0850T. A1l tuge were propelled
by the Vort Sehneidey method, and their performance wag most impreapive,
48 indeed wes the whole berthing manceuvre, with the pilot and tugmerters
exhibiting a high degree of skill and complete mutual understanding,

6. Also jmpressive wae the sise and compouition of the "Falcome
Party" including menbers of the Australisn Brbapey staff, B.N.A. Tokyo,
repregentstiven of the Javanese Usritime Self Defence Force, and a large
fdurber of press, redio snd televieion representatives, Another member of
the official welcoming party was "Misg Yokohams", who on behalf of the
Mayor of Yokohama, presented you, Sir, end me, with lnrge bouquets of
flowers, while being assiducusly thetogravked by the pressmen and others,

LT The offieiel calls paid snd Teturmed in Yokohama ore Vigted in
Apperdix "R,

8, On the evaning af 2nd June, I attended with 120 of my officera
6 reception at tbe Australisn Brbasey in Tokyo, given by the Australian
Ambessador and Mra. Mc.Intyre, after which my Exscutive officer and 1
had the pleasure of dining, Japansge style, with Admirel and Mra. Thars,
and other senior officcrs of the Liaritime Self Defenre Forse, and thesir
wives, =t the Happoen Cata,

‘?/Q d. I lllnthefi.---n.-.
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9» I lunched in your cowpany at Yokosuks 88 & gueat of Rear
June. .

. 10. In the evening I aitonded s dinner, given by you, Sir, for
senior officers of tha Maritime Selt Deferce force.

1. On the efternoon of Saturday 4th June a party was hsld enboard
for 100 Jepanese ohildren from four orphaneges. The children all
appeared to enjoy themselves, and sppreciative comments _appeared in

mest Jepanese langusge newspapers printed in Tokohama, &8 representatives
from peven newtpapere and twe television stationg attended. _

F 12, An official Teoeption was held onboard on the evening of

' Baturday 4th Juhe, and was followed by the cersmony of "Beat Retreat®
by the Guard and Pand of HeMoa, Ship under my commaud. ApproTimately

. 250 guests attopded end most of thewm commented mosgt favoursbly on the
verformance of the Cuard and Bsnd. -

T 13, H LA.S. ¥ELROURNE was open to visiters on Sunday Sth Juna,
i and ever §,000 came onboard, while wany more were unsble to be

: aceommodated. The local police most officiently controlled the crowd
; in & long queune, and enaured that all that could bs allowed through
the ahfp did in fact, come onboerd,

P 14. The primncipal eporting activities in Yokkehama were the viaits
by the ship'a rugby union tesm te Chyo University, aud Kanagaua University

: on 3rd and Sth June respectiively, Iwo excellent games resulted in a

i defeat for the sbip on the firsi Sccarion, and a win in the second match,

’-‘ gt:h;p’s aericket ieam was defeated by & lovsl Buropesn side on Sunday

. Ut . .

i 15. Caating off at QB30I Monday 6th June, the ship wes hauled off

 and, turned by two tugs, the agtion of wéighing the pert anchor also

! aseiating in ihe Danoouvrs. After stopping to drop the Pilot, courge

; was set at 15 knots to glear Tokyo Bey,
16. For a day or so hefore leaving Yokohsma the weather TéYorts
had been ptudied with incressing interest, as the two tropical stores
"Uary" and "Nadine"”, had beeb preported daepening in the Fhilipptaen-eren.,
“Karen" and "Lucille™, had already created some havos in May of thig
year, thus proving that stetigiics must be used with eircumspection.
According to records sn average of only 0.8 storms have oecurred in-
May, and 0.9 in June., -

17, 45 ie ugual the sarly reporta of the position, gtrensth,
extent and povement of both."Mary* end “Nadine" ware vagua, and
different reporting centres wore divergent in their viems.

18, It was, however, spperont thaet *Nedine" presented the more
immediate problem, being situated approximately on the @irect line from
Yokobama o dingapore, which the MELBOURKE had Plaoned to follow, end
some 500 wiles scuth of Olcinaws. “Mary" was developing south of Hong
Eong,

19. It is extraordinary how cramped the vaet expanse of the north
Facifie Oocan suddenly becomss when confronted with the task of avolding
& developing typhoon. Thege difficultiea are morm than doubled when the
chances are thet the evoiding aetion fyom one typhoon may place the ship
in danger from the mecond,

3/. 20. mtmaﬁ&l}" th&. dpaba
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D, Fortunately, the information avellable on "Nedine™ became more
definite during the forencon of 6th June, and it was decided that on
clearing the approaches to Tolyo Bay, the ship would prooceed along the
aouth ceast of Japan at 20 knots in sn attempt to leave "¥adine®, now
olaspified as a typhoon with narimm winde of 6070 knots at the centre,
wull to the southwerd,

21. By O90CT 7th June, the Teports on "Mary" indicated that it almo
waa resching typhoon mroportions, and would prasant a majap threat 1if it
moved north eastwards, and Dasgage wae nade to the west of the Byulcu islands
a8 previoualy planned. COourge waa therefore altered to the south wont o
remaln eant of the Byukus, and speed maintsined at 20 Imote during the day
with the intention of Pasging between "Hadine® and “Bary¥, as quickly aa
roseible. Prepsrations for rough weather were pmadas throughout the ship.

22. During the dsy the classieal Portents of an approaching typhoon
were apparent with firgt the swelly followad Ly tha correct cloud formationa
and then the wind. Fortunately, "Nadine" was bebaving in a ¢lassiesl
mannexr and began to move off in a north easterly direction at inoreasing
speed, ongbling the MELBOURKE to pasy mome 170 miles to the west of ilas
centre at approXimately 0300T 8th June, with nothing mors ceminous than a
confused swell and mea raquiring a reduction in spaed to 18 knota, with
wind up to 28 knots, light raip and reduced vieibility,

23. By dawn on 8th June "Mary" remained ths only problem; she was
s1ill deopening and was situated aquewhere south of Hong Kong, Ses
¢onditiona Amproved during tha day and apeed wua sguin incrensed to 20
Inots fo olear the front should "Mary® decide te move castwards, In thig
avent it was plammed to procesd east of Lugen and through San Bernsdine

er Suragae Straita.

24. . Daring the day reports on “Uary*s" position and movement became
firmer and by 2000 8ih June, it wam evidegt that ghe Wis passing northwsrds
over Hong Kong, and weuld present slight hasard to the MELEOURNE. Course
was altored to pass north of Lugon through Balintan’ Strait, and gpeed
reduced to 15 knots. The merked interest of all onbeard whieh had beon
vory evident for the previous twe days suddenly lapsed. *Hary" oauged
conasidershle damsge and lomg of life in the Macao-Hong Xeng area dut,
fortunately, was no further trouble to the MELBEOURNE, :

25. During the middle watcheg of Tth and 10th June, the ahip pasasd
U.8.3. BANGER and U,8.3. TORRTOWRN respectively, and Aignalp wore éxohanged.
The gize of the Tormer at 2% miles range was impressive to gay tho least.

26. Boogugs of the need for s epeedy advancs to cleax the typhioon ereas,
no flying had teken place during the first 3 days out of Yokobame, snd sg
wind conditions on 9th Jupe did not meet.the requirement for mainteining the
speed of advance, the flying programme soheduled for that day was cancslled,

21. Conditions on 10th and 1ith June ware however, idesl, requiring
little or no alteration t0 the required courge and cpeed, sand flying
programmes for Cammets and Venoms tock place from 0900I to 1600T on bath
days

28, Sunday 124h June maw & quist day onboard while the 8hip made ground
towards Singapore,

29, No ware blessed with favoursble wind for fiying again on Hondsy
13th June, and Venops and Ganneta ware flown ip the forencon and Venoma
only in the afternoon until 142580 when the wind 2jed away and caumed the
last lawneh t0 be cancelled, QGannet ongine serviceability has heen an eyer
Ireaent problem, and only twa wera availeble for thie day's operations. In
contraat 805 Sgurdron fielded six Yenome for each launsh ag Planned on the
flying progranme.

4/« . 4 landfall........
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s A landfsll wes made on the Anambe Island shortly after 1800GH
and at 200068 13ih Juné & herald to his Impaxious Mejosty, King Neptune,
camé onboard o present his Master's greetings, and expressed a Royal
wish t0 hold #ouri onhoard ¢n the morrow. To thig T a‘,gaded with pieuaure.

3. At‘O"{OQGH 14th Junse, two Gannet aircreft were launched to
prooded 30 B.A.F, Selatar with two helicopter airerew required to

attend as witnoeses at an R.A,P. Bosrd of Inguiry, eriging from & “near
wise” botween ona of ocur helicopters apd & Canberra aireraft on 13th May,

a2, The ship enterod Singevore Strait &t OB15GH and came to anchor
off Jobore Shoal buoy at 10000H to embark helicopter rotor blades and
exahange wail from a lighter. During the approach to ancher H.M.S.
CAVALTER made a high speed run round the ship to entartain a pariy

_of ¥elayan school ohildrea she had embarked. Aleo in the vieinity were
H,M, Submarina PACTICTAN and H.M. Tug ENIGHA.

33. FWelghing at 1045GH H.M.A, 3hip under my oommand proceedad
eustwards out of Dingapore Strait before turning aouth to heaud for
Gagpar Streit. '

34. At 1330GH His Majesty, King Neptune, arrived onboard with his
- submarine gourt ip attendance snd proceeded to carry out the familiar
! ceremonies. Tn additlon to those taking part ir the coremony, either

— voluntarily or involuntarily, a large nusber of my ship's oompany watched
the performsnce with amusement, -

35, The two (annet aircralt were recoversd at 1625GH and the ship
then proceedod towards Gaaper Ltrait.

lr- a6, The MELBOURNE psased thyough Gepper Strait betwean 1400GH and

1 163008, 15th June during a series of torrential rainstorms.

! :

: 37, At 03450H 16th June rendezvous was made with the Indonesian

| Naval sloope, PATTIMURA and HASANUDIN who were to escort us to Tanjong

' Prioke. They took mtetion ahead and astern and the senior officer in
PATPIIMURA passed polite but defipite instructions to the WMELBOURME about

; the courses and speeds required, Their mtandard of Englich on the
| wvoice circuit, end their general R/T efficiency wero cowmendably high.

i 38, The ship siopped off Edsm island et QSDOCGH and waited until a
| helicopter landed on deck at O630CH, brimging the Pilot, tha Australian
) { Milisary Attache, the R.A.N. Liaison officer and the Ficket officer

— :{offiver of the Cuard).
Ahe

39, The esosrt broite off at approximately 0645GH, end ap the MELBOUHNE
passed batween the breakwaters at the harbour entranse ot O7056H o 21

gun Netional Selute was fired, mé returned by the shore battery manned.

by the Indonsasian Navy (A.L.B.I.).

'40. The ship wecured alongside siarboard wide to No.i Baein FNorth
‘Weat Barth at O07200H, being welaomad by an Indonesian Navel Guerd &sud

‘Band, and numerous officials representing the Indonesian Govarnment and
Armed Services, and the Ausirelian Embassye

41, 0fficial ec&lls occupied the forenoon und are listed in Aprendix
“Bll.

Y
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. 42, 4 notoworthy feature of the ship's vigit to Djakarta wee the
hospitulity shown to my Ship's Compauy and offlcers, not oply by the
Auptralian and British commmity, but alec by the A,L.E.I, Thias tock
. the form of sightsceing tours, gporting fixtures end Trogeptions, and
atarted as soon ga the ehip aecured, Bgosuse of the polition]l situstion
1% Diekarts, the high prices and the lack of facilitiee for public
- ontertaimment, loave was only given to orzaniged parties. This in fTact,
i gave the whole of the Ship'a Company st least gne opporturity for going
ashore.

Jp——

L 43 Uns bundred officers ana cudote and 300 ratings of the AL.BX.
‘visited the ship during the forenoon of Thursday 16th and ehowed grest
interest in every thing they sew. [The majority spoke exceilent English.
| Further parties of A.U.R.T. {Air Foree), Marine apd Amy officers and

| other ranks totalling arproximately j00 came onbosrd on Frideay t7th for a
i lass teckmical tour of the =hjp. Sowe of the idr Force officers ware

) conversant with the lateat developpents in the flying world, and showed
great interesi in all they saw.

:‘44. The shiy was open for publiec ingpection on the afternoon of

| Thureday 16th June, and 4,184 viaitors ospe onbozrd. Eaoh of thege

; visitora had been provided with & Pass, by either the Australisn Edbaggy
,er the AdoB.Is which enshled them to smter the dock sres inm which the
:ahip wag barthed, The general ublic and other interested sightseers
teould not approach the sbilyp or its immediate vioinity ug the mres wam

. oarefully guarded snd peirolied by armed Marines.

145, A bighly erganised and stcoegaful Party was given on the evening
}of Thursday 16th by the Australiag and British community. 40 officers

: and 256 ratings were met at the Cricket Club by & large wumber of hosta

| who entertained swall pariies to dinner at their hoges, nnd wet sgain

‘8t the Oricket Ciub for danoing. Very high preise was forthoomwing frow
all who attended. :

46, Ot the same evening the A.L.E.I. guve a reception for 100

officers, which I had the vleasure of attending. Doring the eveniog

Bpetive qusic and daunoing were Prosented, and again this wos 8 most succeseful
‘party and enjoyed by all,

f47. The sporting fixtures updertaken st Djekarta insluded Cricket,

- Swimeing, Hookey, Socecer, Badminton snd Pennig, Only in the hookay wersus
i the AL.R.I. was the ghip's teemm suoccessfuly but in all gameo a reasonably
| ovediteble performance was Put up, ond 211 the players ithoroughly enjayed

! the exarcipe.

48. Gueste for a formsl Juncheon onboard on Friday 17th June, which
1 I attended, included the Australisn Ambasasdor, My, Patrick Shaw, C.B.E.;
: the Cammender in Chief A.1..R.7. Ranr AdmSra]l H;‘tad.iuata. and the Deputy
!Chief of {Army) Staff General Gatot Subroto, and the Daputy Chief of Naval
,'Sta.ﬁ" Colonel Sudarso.

49, An official recepiion was held on the Flight Deck at 1830GH
 FPriday 17th June, for 450 guestis, and was followed by the ¥Beat Retreat”
iceremony by the Guard and Band of H.M.A.8. MEILBOUENE. This was commented
‘on very favoursbly by our indonesian Fuests, who ure a musical race, and
" alme By -the British and Australians,

504 I had ihe plassure of being present, 3ir, at an informel dipner

| party given by you after the reception, for the Britieh Ambassedor Sir
Leslie Fry sand Ledy Fry, the Chairman of the “Box" Club, Mr. King, who

- was largely responsible for the organlsation of the hogpitality mentioned

-_in paragraph 45, snd other local digmitarios,

N

6/«  51.  Aftar farewell.,,.....
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51a . After farewel)l messages had been delivered opbosrd and the
AL.E,I. Quard and Band wag Tallan in abreaat the Bhip’ H.ML.A.2,
MELBOURNE cast off at {100CH Saturday, 18tk June, snd was tumrped by

tuge before proceeding. Agsin the aloops, PATTIMURA and HASANUDIR formed
an escort for some 10 mlles to seaward end then broke off et 1200GH,

) manning ehiy and ealuting before returning to harbour.

,i

52. Course was set to pass through Sunde Strait snd Krakatsy was abesm

: to starboard at 1845GH, At thim time little Kraketau waa belohing huge

‘

,l
+f

olouda of steem and &woke.

53 At 2000GH 18th June, two minutes silence was cbserved onboard in

i memory of thosa of the ahip's company of H.¥.&.S. PERPH who Perished in

these waters in 1942.

54. After rounding Psnajtan st 2115GH 1B4h June, a southerly course
wag 90t with the intention of pagsing eleme to Chripimes Ieland to embari
their mail if desired. Aftor sn exchange of siznals, it trannpired that
their meil had been taken off a day previously. However, fopr interest

the ghip pasged close to Flying Piah Cove at 1400GH 19th, before proceeding
on the direct route for Framantle. .

55. Gannet and Venom flying took place batween 09008 | and 1600H
Tuesday 21gt June, but progrsmmes for 20th snd 22nd Jane were cancelled becauvae
of the heavy swsll.

56. At 12008 Thursdsy 23rd June two Ganneta were launohed to proceed
to R.A.ALF, Station, Fearce, to ombark mail mnd bresa reprementatives,

- snd returned at 1650H. Three Venoma wara lsimched at 1300H landing on at

14008, A seoond launch scheduled for 1500H was canocellad becsuse of

- insufficient wind.

10 Hottuest island light was raised at 0320H Priday 24th June, and
after a short delay csused by the berthing of the liner SOURHERN CROSS,
the MELBOURNE entered Fromentle hurbour at O750H. The ship was turned by
tuge in the harbour, and berthed starboard side t0 No. 8 berth at 0B30H,

58, Alorgaide in Fremsntle was H.K.A,S, DIAMANTINA undergoing self
paintenance.
89. During the foretoon of 24ih June, calls werc paid on you, Sir,

and 1 accompanied you on returning these and making otherg whiok are listed
in Appendix "B". Kim Worehip the Mayor of Premantle gave s reception at
noon on this day which I attended with 35 of my officers.

60, ATter they had been clearsd by the ocustoma officisls, the Wast
Australians of the ghip'a company were despstohed on mid-winter leave.

61, 4n offloial recepiion was given onboard on the evening of Friday
24th, and was followed by "Baat Retroat". OJome 400 gueets wmitended.

62. H.M.A, Sbip under my compand war apen 40 vigjitors during the
afternoons of Saturday 25th end Sunday 26th June, and & {potal of qver
9,000 came onboard.

63. Bporting events over the weekend started on Friday when the
ship's baskethall side won ageinet Applecross, a looul 1gt Crade team.
Sunday 26th saw defeate for the MELBOUENE in Rugby Union, the 1t XV

by West Australia, and Znd XV by Perth Umiversity. The former, howevar,
wad & glome fought geme, won only by superior fitnese of the home pide
which wam manifest in the seoond helf, An Australian Bules football
match agains €.B,C. 0ld Boys also on Sundsy ended in a vioitery for the
home side.

- f (¥ ] M ﬂﬂimﬂq..-.l'..t



A

TS U20LSTEI9D FPHILIF MULCOARE PAGE

64+ Two offioers of the Custome and Excise Department from
Malbowme were embariced st Fremgntle ap Bundsy 26th to effeat

_©learance of the ship'e company on pugssge, Frementle/Melbourne.

65, After you, 5ir, had landed to camy out your inspesction
of H.M.A.S, LEEUWIN, H.M.A. Ship under my command emet off at 0930H
Monday 274k June, and proceeded to sem in & strong wagterly wind
which caused considerable motion. '

64, Rounding Cape Leeuwin ghortly sfter QOOMH Tuepday 28th
June, an eagterly aourss was eot. Westher conditions were giill
bad causing the ship to move heavily.

67. By 09001 Thursday 30th June the weather had improved
congiderably and the emeli had subsided, Flying operations
commenced at this time and mo mlieration to course wae reguired
in the sast north easterly wind to launeh Gennete snd Venoms.
Flying continued until 17001 30tk June.

68. Oondition of the Ship

The condition of the ehip is satinfactory.

68, Health and Morele of ths Ship's Company

¢ Tha health and morale of the ship'm aowpany are good.

Encls.
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