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H.l.A.S. MDLBOURNE,
2t Sea,

- 8JUN1GE

The Flag Officer Commanding,
HoM. AUSTRALIAW FLEDT,

—
-

H.¥. 8.5, ¥ELROURNE ~ RETORTY OF FROCEIDINGS - ELY 1960

3ix,

I nave the honour to feport the breceedings of H.LiLL.
Ghip under Ry 0lumand for the monlh of kay 1960,

2¢ 1st = futh Lay - Txcreise ¥Sealion®

. Sunday 18t ¥ay found H,K.4.8, MELSOURNE et anchor off -
Lanila amorg an assemdly of S+E.A.T.0, ships Preparing for axercise
"Sealion®, as I mentioned last month, congiderable liaison
et between officers gng ratinge of H.H,A, Ship under my command, and
their onposite numbers in man; P8, bui Particularly in U,8.S. -
YORKTORN, formed a8 good friendly basis Irom which $0 embark on a
major exercipe.

3. On the afterncon of 1ot Moy your band, Sir, gave a
coneert at the Queson Inetitute, & hoapitsl, adninistered by the
Thilispine Pubereulosis Roclety at Quezon City, This wae reported
in the loca] GhrOnicle, and I have precaived g letter of apprecization
from the Director of the Instituie nddressed to the Australian -
Arbassador in Herila, who instructed his "Defence Attsche" to forward
it tope. 4 Dhotograph of this event hzs alsc been vublighed ip '
"Navy News.

de The obiect of "Sealion" was to exerciue air defence, anti-
submarine spna anti-ship warfere, and ot the same time to give $.E.4.7.0.
maritime forees the maximum possible experience in working togeiher,
To implement thig the forces were divided for tha major part of the

~ oommand of CTF 318, Rear Admiral v.C, Regg; C.B., D.s.0,, D.5.C.,
. flying hie flag in H.H.S, BELFASD and later in H.M,.3. ALBTON,

5. Task Groups sailed from Kanila for phage ope at 0830H 2na
liayy; and between then and 1800% 4tk ¥ey, when the ship returned to
800hory we carried out a hrogramme of day and bight 1lying, air
defence, anti-submarine und gunnery exerciges as laid down in SRATHIL
orders,

5. Conmniderable interest and amazement wes shown by all onbosrd
when United Status Larine Crusader eircraft acted ns targets for an
A.A, tracking exercise in Liarila Bay ehortly after seiling, YVerv

few had seen such fast modern airereft,

2/- ?t Two Venom...n--..-
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7. Two Venon aireraft ware diverted to Navel Aip Station,

Cubi Point, on 2nd iiny when the forward 1ift jemned down temporarily,
The slrcrew received mest geuerous hospltality from the United
States linrine Air Group until tha next day, when thobe wag eulficiant
wind to recover them,

8, Four HS=4 nnti-aubmarine helicopters from U,8,5. YORKTOWN
landed on deck at 1600E 3rd Hay, but uafortunately they had to
loave almogt inmediately, thus preventing close inspection of theso
intervating airoraft.

Ga The 5th May with all Blips in harbour provided a pericd -
for post exercise and yre=8ail discugsions and conferencas aa well

48 mccial and sporting evente, A HELBOURNE toam was vietorious in

a oports carnival onboard H,.I.S. ALBIOW.

10, “Sealion" phase IT commenced on Fridsy &th May when gli
Tagk Groups somtied from Menila in aceordance with exareise orderg. /

e Flying operationswith ALBION in the same formation
shortly after departure gave my Air Dopsariment &n all {toa rare
sxporience of occmpotitive operating. o L pahe, s

s v 126 Fop most of phase TT the throe carrier groups opepated - .-
T ' apart providing air eupport for the Passage of real and imagini '
convoya, the former represontsd by the Underway Replenishment- Groups,
againgt aubmarine end air threats, Some seriale Provided opportunitieas

for air strikea betwoen HELBOURNE and ALBYON,

13, 4 sports carnivael wag neld enboard MELBOURNE on Sunday

8t May ang cuompatitors from the thiwd ecarpdex group took part,
Unfortuately, 2 of 4ae 3 U.S.N. Destroyers in this group dia not
send representatives which reduced the social value of the competition.

14. At 1330H 9th May a Capnet aircraft developed 2 fault un one
engine on being catapulted, .and ditohed in the 822 ahead of the ship.
The pilot was irmedlately recovered by the helicopter blanaguard,

15 £ gtranded wirg on the catarult halteq flying opegatisns:.
- on 10th May. Just se it again bacame serviceable opn 11th May a main -
¢ireulator bearing on the starboard engine btroke down and tock.24 - .
- hours to repair, Auring which poriod the ship steéamed on ‘the port = -
shafi ‘only. As a veault of theae material fajlures MELBOUSKElg = '
wartloipation in several seriale was much ourtailed , and it was not
posaible to roplenishk from the Underway Replenimhment Group vn 11th

May.

16, The rendezvous between the SEATHAT apd SEAPAIL forges
Yook place at noon en 11th Hay, and the whold Task Force 320 proceeded
towdirde Singapore.

17, While the smaller units of the "Sealion" forca cayried qut
gunnery and torpedo sxercises on 12thL ¥ay off Singavore, MELBOURNE
end ALBION exercised independently, The force formed up in groupe
at 17300E and after night steaming entered Singapore Waval Base on
the forencon of Priday 13th Yay. HELBOURNE berthed starboard eide
to No. 7 berth at 0340cH,

3/0 18& Jhl unfﬂr‘blmatﬁa......
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T T80 7 Cin unfortunate aceident when & rating wes lost overboard
o from H.M.5, ALERT during the night of 124b/13th Mey marred an other—
T wige most succesaful eXercise veriof. A helicopier from MELBOURNE
aasisted in the acarch from doylight on 13th, but ths rating was not
recovered. . ; :

Lo .
*,
T

4

19« . . A weekend of sporting npd scoial events and nost oxercidae
conferences, under the title of “Shorecat" ended exercise Sealion™.

20, The Commander—ip-Chief, Far East Station, and Lady Luce gave

a luncheon party for Flag, and Commending officers on Friday 13th Yoy,
whioch I had the pleasure of attending in your company, and similariy

an the evening of the seme day a reception held onboard A.M.S. ALBION
given by the GCommander~in-Chief, Flag Officer 2nd in Coomand., Commanding
officers and offjcers of H.If, and HAGLR.G, Ships, tor their counterparis
in the Australian, French, Pakistan, Thiliv dne, Thai and "mited

States Wavies, "

%“ -
21s  1dth -~ £7th Meyr - S; ore/Hone Vons.

. Shortly after casting off ai 12300R londay 16th Hay, the
. flag.of the Commender-in-Chief, Far Fast diation, was saluted with .
- . 15 guns. : HJLA; Shins NELBOUBNE, VENDETTA and VOYAGER then rroceedad
in company, with you, Bir, and certuin members of your staff embarked
in VENDETTA for ker annurl wes inspection.

L

224 Once clear of Horsborough Tighty ships carried out an A.A.
slewve firing, and reascnable resulis were oblained in MELBOURNE. HoMds
Ship wmder my command then detached and procseded to the northwerd

while the small ghips exercised independently. VOYAGFR remained in

the ‘Singapore area, and VENDEFTA rejoined at 21000H when you and your
staf{ officera were tramnsferred to MELBOURNE by light jackstay. H.IM.4.8.
QUEEEBOROUGH having eailed from Sinpgapore at 133009 exercimed in the
Singapore area and joined the Torce at O500GH 17tk May.

+

23, At 0830CH 17Lh May VEXDEITA came alongside and you, and giafl
officers were transfevred to her to cintinue the sea inspectiog.

24, Two sorties of Gannets were flowm during the GaY, the Venone
baing grounded bending inspection.

25, You, Bir, end your steff officers returned to H,d.4.S.
mmumm by Jacketzy transfer st noon.

Ay - €6. .- L "Anhour of Officer of the Watch manceuvres from 1600GH wak

L follewed by a:three mhip radar celibration after whioh 8 two ship sareen
waa formed and the force made ground. 4o the north at 17 lmots during

the might, '

27 It was planned to leunch the now merviceable Venoma as well
as Ganhets at OB0OH 10th Way, but insutficient wind prevented this,
and only the latter were flown, completing iwo sortics by 14004,

28. From 15001 to 1700H 18th Liay, QUEENBORCUGH end VENDETA were
fuelled by the abeam method, after which three officers were transferred
from VENDE?TA by light Jackutey,

&/« 29, After 4hea-veeaven....
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- After the tr}é.nsfers VIMJEI"J.‘A and QUEEWBOROUGH ocpened out to
. on eithor bow of HELBOURNE for & Compotitive Surface
" Plotting exercise, followed by an Fleotrenic Werfare exercises On

completion e bant Jine screen wag formed on MELBOURNE for the vight.

3o, At OBOOH 19tk May as the shipa entered the pasnage between
the Macelegfield Bank znd Paracel 1slands a Court Martial pun wee
fived and the Union flag broken. At 0830H light jackstay transfers
were gffected betiweon VENDETTA, QUEENBOROUGH and WELBOURIE.

3. Acting on your ingtructicns I preeided over m Couyt Fartial
cnboard H.M.A, Ship under my command =t O900H 19ih Kay. This weg
completed by 0950H, end the Union flag hauled down,

32. Offlcers from VENDEITA and QUEENBORCUGH involved in tho
Court Martial were returned to their respective ships by jaokstay at
10154, - .

33. A Tlying vrogramme for Venoms and Cannets was carried out

betwoen 1145H and 18301,

. Meo - Light'jacketay trensfers with VEFDEMTA and QUELNBOROUGH ended
"~ 8t 19150 and completed the days eventa.

" 35 A Venom fiying yprogvamme took blace between O700N and 1000H
on 20th May, helping to Inovesse their fiying hours which have been
curtailed on many ooomsions during the cruise. Tuis was folleowed by
& Surface Ploiting exercise. .

36, 4 *adar’landfell vas made ou the Lema ielands w? $000I:20%h
oy, but mist upd rednstorms prevented vimual sighting until 14301,

Ats With ships in colwmn the force passed threugh Leiwy-mun gass
at 1720I and at 17451 your flag Sir, was saluded by the Commodore—in-
Charge, Hﬁ:ng Kong, with 131 guns, an eisven &un’raply being Fired by

38. . WELBOURNE secuged %o 44 buoy in Hong Kong harbour at 1800T
éoth May,
39, I had the pleasure of dining with the Commodore—in=Charge,

Bong Kong, Commodore 4,R.L. Butler, D.5.C., R.N, » on the evening of
Ty 20th Hay. . _
40, W HuLA. Ship un&érimy'oomﬁand wag fuelled :Efrnh & Stanvae oil

lighter. ow:21st Hay, 900 tona being received.

424 On 2204 Mzy T had the Pleasure of being present when the
Commandex-in-Chief, Far East Station, Vice Admiral Sir David Tuce,
KlCnB-’ DISIO.' O-BoEl, Lavdy Ilm ] tha CDmmOdoI‘E:'-in-'ﬂh&rgv, Eong
Kongy end Mre Butler lunched onboard,

43. The Compander—in~Chief, Fsr Faat Jistion, held a reception
onbeard H.i.S, BELFAST ™ 23rd May, which T attonded, I wns Rlec present
2t & dinner party given by the Ausiralian Government Senior Prade
Comnissioner snd {rs Patterson 6f 24th May, * T lunched with the Air
Officer Comnanding, Rong Kong, on 25th May,

5/. 440 About 40.1--1;1.
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44 dbout 40 students from Queen's College, Causeway Bay, vieited
the ship on Wednesday 25th liny, and were shown round by two of my ufficers,
I have since received a oharming lettey of thanks and aprreciation from
them, eigned in Chinese by all the siudents,

45. On the evening of Thursday 26tk May, iba Commodere—in-Charge,
ong Kongy Commodore £.R,L. Butler, D.S.C., R.N., and the Australian
Trade Commissioner wad Hre Pattersen dined onboard.

46, At 0750T 27th Yay, you, Siry with the Flag Lieutenant and
Fleet Ingineer Citicer, left the ship o fly Lo Taiwen.

47. After an all too short, but neverthelens most enjoyable stay
in Heng XKong, H,.U.A. Ship under ry command Rlivpped from A4 buoy at
09301 Fiidsy 27th May, and nroceeded to pgay farewslled by a fupilade
of fire crackera from the side party sempans. Once clear oOf the
harbour approaches course wee met to the sast al 14 knots.

27tk = 315t Yey - Hong Kong/Yokohama

48, Some difficulty was experienced with clearance of flying
operations with the Chinese Hationalint authoritiles in Taiwen, but
this wes cvercome snd Gennet and Venom soriies were Tlown betwesn
09001 and 1600T ou 28th May. After rounding the southern poinb of
Teiwen the ship made ground to the north up the east comat during the
night of 28th/29th liay,

49, At 09001 29th iay, three Gannet siroraft ware deapatched to
Taipei airvort to smbaxk you, Sir, the Flaat Engineer Ufficer and
Flag Lieutenant, two siraoraft returning at 1235T 2pd the third, sfter
a short delay at 1300T. :

e On ¥onday 30th Hay while approximetely 100 miles to the north
of Okinawa, Gannet apd Venom morties were flown between 09001 and 15301.
Thesg alrorafi were principally employed on Air Interceptions and Roelret
Projectile attacks on a splash target.

51 After pasping through the Tokara Gumto north of Yokoate Shima
during the night, MEIBOURNE was approximately 80 miles mouth saest of
Kyushu at 0000 31=3 lay, when flylng conmenced. Venom and Gannet
sartics continued until 1640I., 4 nopth eagterly course was maintained

- during the night of 31si May/1et June.

h2, Coudition of the Ship

The condition of the ship ia satisfactory. However, it has
boen again demonmirated most foreibly that wnder normal tropical conditions
this clasg of shiy is inadeguate properly 40 perform its function. 3ith
lighl, or no wind copditions the shi: has insufficient power in wermer
waters Lo aschieve speeds =t which jet airersft can be operzted pnfelyv.e In
trorical areas the femperstures registered in Vhe living spaces, as well
28 in the machinary spaceg, combined with the high bumidity sre sush that
the efflieiency of personnel is very wmoversely arfacted,

53e Bealil and Lierale of the Ship's Conpony

The Nlealth and Lorsle of the Ship's Company is good.

(7.3, veniey)
CAPOD AT
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