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Ha¥.4.5, MELBOURNE,
at Sea.

te i
[ REY]

The Flag Oftiger Commanding,

H.M. AUSTRALIAW FLERT,

HoM:A 3, MEIBOUBNE — REFORT OF PROCEEDINGS — APRIL 1960

8ir,

I have the honour te report tha proeecdings of H.M.A.
Ship under my command for the month of April 1960,

2. At the beginnipg of the month H.MuA. Ships MELBOUENE and
VOYAGER wore procesding northwerd, ingide the Gresat Barrier Reef
-on their way to join the Strategic Reserve,

3 At OTIOK 1s¢ 4pril, VOYAGER name alongaldas for raplenishment,
and wag Fupplied with 211 tons of P.F.0. in 95 minuntes,

4a ¥lylng comenced at 0915X in Halifay Bay off Townaviile, "
and two Ganmat airoraff lapded at Garbuit airfiald and oollectad mail,
The achedule of sorties ended at 1215K, by which time H.M.S. BELFAST,
wearing the Plag of tho Flag Officer 2nd in Compand, Far East

Station, and H.M.S, CAVALIER ware in the vicinity. During the

&fternoon of 1st April while making sround to the nerth, a competitive
surface plotting exercise was carried out by all shipse Ome heldsapter
vhich had landed mail for H.M, Ships BELFAST ant CAVALIEE was delayed

&t Tomnaville by a mechanical defect, bul eventuelly returned shortly
before 1500K.

Se EELBOURNE rounded Fitzroy Island zt 220K, and at O800%
2nd April, passed Lizerd Island of the Turtile Groupy on the Starboard
hand,

6 No flying toock place on 2nd April, becausme of the restricted
waters of the Barpier Heef,
Te Having passed through Adolphus Chavnel batween 630K snd 073K

Ird April, WFILBOURNE left Booby Island to port at 1100K, and VOYAGER,
who wag then stationed 5 cables on the vort beam, took guide to give
UELBOURRE officers of the watoh station keeping experience.

8, Carpenterie Light Ship was abesn to gtarboard at 1430K and g
course of 270 dagrees 14 kuots was set,

S. At 0645K 4th April 2 Cennot eircraft were flown off to seawch
Tor H.Y. Ships, BELFAST and CAVALIXR ag part of a sesrch and atrile
exeraise, but the strike did not materialise because of inmufficient
wind to launch Venoms,

10, Light south essterly windas prevailed all day and only Gannet
serties were flown. Day Tlying was campleted at 1430K.
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11, 4 rendezvoua with H.U. Shipa BELPAST, CAVALIR and R.7.A,

J4VE MASTER was offected at 1700K and ships were atationed on g

gircular soruen about the latter. At 1730K waen the force was 10

miles north of Cape Weassl, all ahips gtonped, and mail waa transfarred
by boat to USLBOURNL. Cm completion, JAVE MASTER was detacned and
BELFAST, VOYAGER end CAVALIER took up rsnsue destroyer stations for
night flying, waich consisted of one Gannst aextie, launched at 1930K
nnd recoversed at 2100K. Lack of wind again prevented Venoma being
launched.

12. With MELBOURNE and BELFAST in ¢olumn, and the destroyers
soreening, the force proceeded to the westward during the night, carrying
out a short leg zig zag for ono hour in each watch.

13 At 0620K Puesday 5th April MiLBOURNE acted independantly, and
thore being sufficient wind, a Venom sortie was launched at V630K,
Flying continued until 1215%,

14. KELBOUSNE fuelled from WAVE VASTER detween 1345K and 1700K,
and 1,647 tena of P.F.0. were embarked.

15« Shipe pageed through Clarence Strait during the middle watch
on 6th April, and arrived in Port Darwin at 0640IK, MELBOUENE cams to
anchor at thig time.

16. At 093UIX Wednesday 6th April the Naval Officer-in=Charge,
North Auvstralis Ares, &fCaptain A.M. Cooper, R.A.N. called on you, Sir.

17 Social activity at Derwin included your luncheorn onboard
HeM.A.5. MELBOURRE to the Chief Justice Mr. Justice Kriewaldt and Mrs.
Kriewald:, 4/Captain and Mrs. Cooper, and Colonel snd Mrs, Hind. Iin
the evening Flag and Commanding Officers ware entertained at a buffet
supper by the Nawval Officer-in-Charge, North Australia Ares, and Mra,
Cooper, and afterwards aitended a corrchorse enactad by aborigines frog
Bathurat and Melville islands.

18. dailing from Darwin at 0830IX 7th Appil wnder your Tactical
Command,, MELBOURNE, BELFAST, VOYAGER, CAVALTER and WAVE MASTER vrocesded
to the westward affer rounding Cape Charles, Between 1230IX and 1515IK
reprleniahment exercises were carried out and during thils time HELBOURNE
Hade two approaches ta YAVE MASTER, and conmected both fuslling hoses.
An attempt on the second run e discosnect the after hase by bresking
the emergency coupling was unsuccessful. Officer of the Wateh nanoceuvres
followed, and proved te be goofl value.

19. Ships coniinued on a weslerly course in oolumn thrompghout the
night. .
20, -A% OB30IK Friday 8th April, VOYAGTR camu glongside and yourzelf
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end atalf were transferred by light jeckstay for her annual aea inspention.

21 Day flying took vlace betwesn 1000TK and 1200IK, QGannete only
being launched because of insufficient wind Tor Venom operetiang.

22, BELFAS? came glong=ide at 1415IX to iransfer one Tress reporter
by Jackstay, whe had come 40 witness tight flying, He was unfortunate,
Acwever, as nighi Flying was cancel ed bscause of Cannat unserviceability,
and lack of wine for Venoms.

23 VOTAGIR tock MEIBOURNE in tow during the first dog watch, while
CAVALYER performed a similer cxercise with BELF/.ST. _

24. After you, Sir, and your staf returned Lfrom VOYAGER by hoat at

1730IX, ships formed column in reverse order of seguence numbera, and narth

wegteriy course wae set for the night.

3/; 25. Although NOsasssssnsannn
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25, Although ne flying was scheduled for Saturday 9tu Aoril
a light south eaatserly breoczo during the aftornoon permitted tiree
Venom sorties to bo flown for touck aml 70 und arrested lending
Practice between 1230 and 15001,

26, The force puased through Lombf:ek Strait between USOOH and
O700H Sunday 10th April and clesped Goa Coa isl-nd at 1530H, when
courae wag altered 0 hesd tor Carimata Strait.

27 s i doy ut sca without flying pave opportunity for gporting
2Ctivities oh the flight deck, and deck hockey and volleyball imeckout
compatitions were hald.

28. At O82CGH Monduy 11th April MYLEOURNE increzaod apeed, and
Droce..dzd shead of the force to make ground for the aftorncon flying
programme. At 1020GH H.K.A.S, QUXEOROUCH baving left Singapore two
days previoualy, joined the main body and transferred welcome majil %o
all snlpa.

29, The flying vrogramme . which lasted 2 hours from 14306H
congisiad of deck landing practice for 805 Squadren, and Gepnat test
flights,

30. MELBOURNE rejoined the main body at 1640CE and aftvr an bour
of Officer of the Wateh manaeuvres, the force proceedad 4o the north-
ward in compeny. Serotoe island was abeem +o starbogrd =2t OI00CH
Tuesday 12th April.

37. Eaving made rendezvous at O800CH with WAVE WA and FORD
CAARLOITE a revienishment was carpied oitt. 4,100 tons of P.F.O.
wére embarked from WAVE MASTER, epnd then a quaniity of victualling
giorea from FORT CHARLOTTE by heavy Jacksiay., This was completed at
1400GE when HELBOURNE acied independsntly, and carried out a major
lemage Contrel exareisu.

LYV Officer of the ¥Wetcn manceuvres which included the recovery
of 1ifebuoys witbout using a boat, occupied 15 houre of the doa watohes,
aiter waich MELBOURNE procseded towards the Singapore axercise arees,
soreoned by QUIENBOROUGH and CAVALTER, VOVAGER having been deiachad

ot ZO00GH to proceed direct to Singapore.

33. At O545GH on Vednesday 13th Apedl CAVALIFR came alongaide
and retwmed one lifebuocy by haaving liue.

3. Throughout the day KELBOURNE carrisd out a flying vrogremme
curtailed by the lack of wind which srecluded 21X bt one Venom
launch, although G8unata were ablas to fly throughout tbe day.

5. A.A. close range sloeve firings toek place at 1415GH againat
a target towing Beaufi ghter aircraft from Seletar, R.s.F, Station.

36, dight flying, again using Gannets alone, was completed shortly
after 2100GH. -

I Alth QUEINBOROUGH in eolumn on MELOOUNRNT the ships steamad

at ten knota until 0100GH Thursday 14th Apri) when QUIEN3ORCUCH was
detached to srocead to the Singavore Waval Bage.

4/. 38. ELBOURNE arrived....
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3B Ml BOURNL arrived at the Lagauasing Range at QBS0GH, and
aftar atopping to embark and disembari the IC officer, wa passed
over the rango to check the G settings. A total of iwelve Tuns
ware ocarried out, and at 1415GH course was set for the Naval Base.
At 1700GH a salute of 17 guns wus fired to the Commander in Chief,
Far Egst Station, and was answered by the VPolice Hattery at Beaulieu
Point. The ship berthed atarboard sida to No. 8 berth at 1745GH.

1th = 23rd April 1960 - at Singapore.

39. During this period H.M.A. Ship under my cormend was alongsida
in Singapore dockyard, embarking stores snd preparing for exeroige
“Sealion™ aleng witk other units of the R.AN., R.N., Pakistan and
Frenok Navias.

40, hile in Singapore a large number of calls were made and
returned. These are listed in Appendix WEY,

41. On the evening of 16th April the Australian Commissioner and
Mrs, David McNicol gave a rseepiion at their residance, for officeras
¢f the Australian Fleet and senior officers of all flestis presont,
This was 2 most enjoyzble functiom.

42. Te Australian Fleef recepiion was beld ouboard H.M.A.S.
MELBOURNE on Tuesday 19th ADTil. This was followsd by ihe cersmony
of "Beat Rotreat™, which was well received and favourahly commerted
upon.

43. The Coumander in Chief, Far East Stetion gave a farewell.
party in H.M.3, ALERT ou the evening of YWodnesday 20th Arril, which
I had the pleasure of attending,

44, The ship'a swimming oarnival was held =i the swimming pool
H.M.5., TERBOR on the afternoen of Thursday 21t April.

23rd ~ 28tb April - Singavors to Hanila.

45. Sailing from Singapore Naval Base at 0915QH, 23»d April,
H.M.A.3. MELBOURNE wearing your flag led the second divigion,
consisting of H.M.A.S. VENDETTA snd P.S. CASSARD, out of hazbour,
having been preceeded by K.M.S. BELFAST waaring the flag of the
Flag Officer, 2nd in Command, Fay East Station, and the fifth and
sighteanth frigate squedrons.

46, The passage to Manila Lo assemble for eyerolse "Sealion” was
mxde wnder the tuctical command of the Flag 0fficer, 2nd in Comuani,
Par Best Station, and the programme of exercises csrried out en route
came under ihe suiteble title of “Semcub*, )

47. A three hour flying prograuve was carried out between 1330CH
snd 1630CH in the epvroaches to Singapore strait, after which MELBOURNE
rejoined the force which moved te the north east during the night.

48. On Bunday 24%h April church services ware held onboard.
During the aftefnoon of this day an athlatics carnival was held on
the flight deck, competitors from all other ships in ecompany having
been sent by boat, A balanced yrogramme of seriows and noveltiy
competitions was finally won by H.M,S. TORQUAY with WELEOURME second.
Rear Admiral v.C. Be&, ano’ DQSIOI’ DOSIC.’ Flag Ofﬁ.cer, 2nd in
Comnand, Far Bast Station, spent the afternoon cnboard viewing the
sport, and presepted the prizea,

12/79
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49 During the sarly hours of Monday 25th April rendegvous wua
made with the Underwsy Replenishment Group consisting of WAVE MASTER,
FORT CHARLOTTE end FORT SANDUSEY. MELPOUHNE embarked appreximotely
390 toms of Puel between OBOOH and 09308 from WAVE MASTER, =sod

then detuched fyom the group to commence flying operations sereened .
by H.M.S. TORQUAY, H.M.S. TENBY and H.M.A.S. VENDETTA. Flying ended
et 1215KH.

. AL 134547 ,.5.8. TIPPU SULTAN came alongside to simulste
fuelling. Hoses wers counectod up, but no fuel wae passed. This
was followod by all ships forming ¢olumn and carrying out an Anii
piverzft Rapid Oven ¥ire exercige against 2? inch rocket flares.

51. Officer of the Watch manosuvres occupied half en hour Irem
1615 after which & D/F check calibration enahled ships to chack the
accuracy of thelr equipment.

52. VELHOUENE with VENDEDTA in oompany detached from the force
apd proceeded 40 the north north west in preparation for the next
wmorning's exercise, oerrying out a schedule of radar and %/
tvenemissions an rcute, tor the henefit of the Electirofic Warfare
tcams in each ship of the main force.

S3a At Q600H 26th April Gannet aircraft were launched to geerch
For PELFAST and her goreen, and weve followed by sirikes of Venoms.
Later in the forenoon Venom sireraft were launched to carry out
attacks on the forces to exercise A.A. gun conpdination, Bresk up
shet being Flred. The two growps of ships combined again on
completion of flying at 1230H, and heeving line {fransfers of exercise
orders were carried out with H.M, Shipa TORQUAY, TRNBY, SCARBONOUGH
apd Pakistan Navy Ships TUGHRIL and TIPFU SULTAN,

544 During the afterncon Gannet airoraft and H.i, Submédrine
TEREDO wore engaged in a submarine transit exercise which ended

- prematurely at 1600 when the catapult developed a fauli, preciuding
+he launch of the final detail.

554 Between 200081 and 2300H 26th April e night shedowing
exepcise was carried out with H.k,A.S. VENDEITA and F.S. CAGSARD

a5 shadowers of the main forcs, Ships wore fully darkened with the
exception of MELBOURNE which burned dimmed navigation lighis to enable
the acreen to keep station while maintaining radar gilence,

S6a Todnesday 27th April started with sn antl submerine tactical
exereoise, 4ll shipe including R.F.A'e wore formed as a convoy with
YELBOURNE operzting aircraft “in the bex", OGannet aiverslt wers
launched for couvey close sudvort, end Venoms carried out rocket
attacke on & splash targes. Contact was made with H.M, Subwrrine
TEPEDO and attacks carried out by ships and airerzft.

57 On completion of flying shortly before 1500H the foree
stopped teo clean ship's sides, moving off spain at 1600H.

c8e At 16308 heavy ships replenishment was carried out and
MELBOURNE embarked 411 tons of F.F.Q. from WAVE MASTER.

12/25
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49, Smell shive replenishmont took place after dark sommencing
at 20003. Turing the latter part of the Tirst watch the Sth Destroyer
Squadron consistine of CAVINDISH, CAVALIER and CAPRICE, joined company
and took up scereening stations on completion of fuelliing.

0. Corregidor Tslond light was ralsed a2t 05151 on Thuraday
28'&1'1 F\Prilc

614 Screening menceuvres znd ¢xercises were carried oyt off Manila
Bay between O600H and UTU0H, during which time U.S.S. YCRETOWN apd her
screen of 6 destroyors hove into sight asiern,

62, 4% O720H MELBOUSNE proteeded 2% miles ahead of BELFAST and
led the formation into Banila Bay. MELBOURNE cameé to anchor at 1030H,
411 other ships except H.M.3. TORQUAY were asgigned alongside berthn,
snd befora proceeding to hey barin H.M.8. BELPAST Tired 2 21 gqun
pational salute in honowr of the "Republia of the FPhilippines",

a3, Calla paid and returned st Manila are 1isted in Appendix B,

64, Fumerous pra~s2il and exercise programne conferences wepe
held during the period at ¥anila,

65. On the evening of Priday 29th April, Officera of {he Fhilippine
Navy gave & pariy at their alub for the Officems of tha visiting
S+E.A.T.04 Fleete, whick T bad the vleasure of ettending in your oompany.

66, A feature of the visit to Manile was the great interest laken
by officers and men of the Royal Australian Navy and the United Steates
Navy in each cthers ships and egquipment. Friendly vieits at all levels
took place betweon personnel from H.¥.A.S. MELBOURNE and U.S.S. TORCTOWN,
and other U,5.N, vessels present,

Condition of the Ship

The condition of the ship is satisfactory,

Health and Morals of the Shipts Cempany

The healih and morale of the ehip's company is goad,

Enol.



