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PHILIP MULCARE PAGE

H.M.A.S. DUCHESS,
at Hong Kong.

541 October, 1965

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. Austreliasn Fleetd,

Floet Headguarters,

GARDER TSLAND, K.S.¥W.

Copies to: The Commander, Par Last Fleet.
‘The Tleg Offiser Second in Command, Far Enet Fleet.
The Captein, H.M.A.8. VENDETTA .

H.M,A,5. DUCHESS ~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -
SECTENERR, 1960

Sir,
B T pave the homour té report the procsedings of H.M.A.S.
DUCHESS for the month of September, 1965, ‘

2. At the beginning of the mouth HiM.A.8., DUCHESS was in
Malscea Strelt off Cape Rechede as 0.T.C. of a patrol group which
sneluded H.M.A.S. IDIS (Lieutenant Gormznder PiD. CAMPSELL, R.A.K.)
anc K.D. LEDANG.

3. At 1400GH on Wednesday, 1st Sepbemver & rendezvous weS
mode with H.M.A.S. TEAD (Lieutenand ¥. MURRAY, 1.8.C., R.A.N.)
and two Midsbipmen were exbariked.-

b Op the night of 1st/2nd Sepiember the ship contipued
patrolling with the game group a8 the previous night and at
0740GR, 2nd September, anchored to the south enst of Cape Rachado.
At 1230GH H.M,A,S5. DUCHBESS woighed smd procexded for day patrol.

5. On $he night of 2nd/3rd Sepiember patrol wes contimied
aith H.M.A.S. TBIS and K.D. MELARA. At O900GH, Friday, 3rd
Segphamber H.M, A8, DUCHESS rendezvoused with R.P.A, WAVE SOVEREIGN
and replenished with F.F.0, On completicn day petrol was re-
‘?U%Sg Lntil the ship anchored in the vieinity of Pulav Undan at

2 H. . .

. At 1627GH, Friday 3xd Se}ztember B.M.4.8. DUCHESS
waighed and patrolled once pgain oXl Cape fachado in company
with H.M.S. HUBHERSTON and K.D. IHLAKA for the night of 3rd/4th
September.

. At 0200GH, Saturday, 4th Septemver H 4.3, DUCH.SE
Jeft the Cepe Rachado patrol ares and procceded to & new area
%o the north west of One Fathom Bank to patrol indopendently.
This patroel conbihued until 2100GH on ilonday, 6Th deptenber,
interrupted only by a replenishnent from R.P.:. TIDEREACH to
the south east of Onc Fathom Bank =t 09150 on Sunday, 5%h
September.
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8. On completion of this patrol H.M.A.S. DUCHESS proceeded
through Malasea Strait to Singapore Navel Base and berthed port
pide to Na.? Stores Basin alongside H.M.A.5. VENDETTA (Commapder
D.W. LBACH, R.A4.N.) at 1515CH on Tuesday, Tth Beptember.

S At 1215GH, Thursdey, 9th September L called on the Flag
Dfficer, Second-in-Command, Far East Floet, Vice-Admiral P.J.
HIL1-NORTON, C.B., flying his fiag in H.M.S. ARK ROYAL (Captain
L.T.F.G. GRIFFIN, R.NM.). :

10. Apart from the storing end self maintenance carried
out during the Short stay in Sipgapore this period was distinﬁ-—
uished by a hard fought and exciting game of rugby ageinst H.E.S.
ABK ROYAL who won 14-13,

11 At 0BQBGH on Friday, 10th September H.IL.A.S. DUCHESS
inlcompany with H.M,A,8. VENDEDPTA cast off and proceedad to Manus
Island.
) On clearing Johore Shoal Buoy an A,A. tracking exercise
.1 carried out but the A.A. firings sceduled for 1100GH had %o
be cancolled due to & combination of bad weather and foul range
Lrom shipping.

12, Pacsnge was made gcross the S.uth China Sea north of
Subi Island snd along the west cosst of Borneo. A guarterly full
power trisl, which has beem repprted sepay tely, was carried out
during the forsmoon of Sunday, 12th September and thai afternoon
the north co..st of Borneo was rounded and passage made through
the Melawali Ohannel.

13.. At 0845GH on Monday,. 13%h September a rendesvous was
made with R.P.h. GOLD RANGER ts the south of 8ibutn Passage and
H.M.i. Ships DUCHESS snd VENDETTA replenished. 0Oa completion
R.F.A. GOLD RANGER returned to Tawau and passage WAS aontinued
to Manus Island.

14. " On Wednesday, 15th September & eslior wro provisionally
diagnosed a8 suffering fxom appendicitis and while he was still
ambulatory the ppportunity wae taken to transfer him, with the
Mediczl Officer &nd Leading Sick Berth Attendent, by boat to
H.M.A.S. VENDETTA. It was considered that if an operation was
necegsary it would be safer in H.M.A.3. VENDETTA where facilities
are better, Asgisted by the Medical Officer of H.M.A.S5, VENDEITA,
.2 MeQical Offjicer operated successfully &t 1530H. The sailor
was ‘subsequently discherged to H.M.A.S. TARANGAU (Acting Commander
¢.J., SCFY{'PZER, R.4.N.) for convalescence.

15 At 11301 on Thursday, 16th September trouble was
eﬁp§§ienced with & faulty plummer block bearing on the starboard
shafg. ) co
Thim neccositated steaming on the port sheft from 20501
on 16th September until 13501 on Frid.y 17th September when
repairs were completed successfully. This has been reported
separately in my lesbver 137/206/2 dated 19th September.

16. H.M.A.5. DUCHESS entered Scesdler Earbour st 1720K on
Saturday, 18th September apd berthed starboard side to Lombrum
\Vhaﬁ'g 2t 1800K, H.M.A.S. VENDETTA berthed on ~.M.4.5. DUCEESS
R 20K.
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17, it 1200K on Sunday, 19th September H.H. 4.5, SYINEY
(CTG}Q?-E) (Cap‘hain G.J.B, CRABB, DlSaCﬂ, RIA-H-) and H.I{I'A.S.
ANZAC (Commandsr I.H. NICHOLSOW, R.A.N.) entered Lomhrum Bay.
YAt 1900K, in company with the Captain of H.NM.A.D.
VENDETTA, I called on Captain G.J.B. CRABB, D.5.C., R.4.N.

18. During the short period st Manus Island the maxdmum
amount of recréational leave was given to ofiset the amount of
gea time im .he past and anticipated in the future. :

19. At 0615K on Honday, 20th September H.H.A4.S. DUCHESS ,
in company with H.M.A.S. VERDEMA, cast off and proceed(d to
sea to form a departure screen. At 0800K, .28 H.M.A,3. SYDNEY
left Sseadler Harbour, H.l,A. Ships DUCHESS =2nd VERDETTA took
up Bector screening stasions for the passege o Subic Bay.

20. A%. 13401 on Wednesdsay, 22nd September an underway ré-
plgnishment was carried out from B.L.A.S. SYINEY.

21. At 0330H om Friday, 24%h September o landfall was made -
on Batag Islend Light in the Ppillipine Islandsssnd during the
day peosege was made through San Berpadine Stredl and Verds
Island Pagsage.

28. At Q645H on Saturday, 25+h September H.M.A&. Ships
DPUCHESS apd VEWDEITA were detached from H.M.L.S. SYDNEY and
onteref Subir Bay. At O800H H.M.A.S. DUCHESS berthed port side
40 No.11 Riviorse Wharf and H.M.4.5. VENDETTA berthed on B.M.A.S..

DUQHESS at . 0810H.

23, During the .day the Ausbralian Services Attache, Wing
Commander P.J- McHMAHON, D.F.C., A.F.0., R.AGA.F. called and
details of the pending vielt 4o Tacloban in Leyte on 19th

and 20th Oetober, 1965 were giscuesed.

24, T4 waz intended t0 fuel at Subic Bay however delays 4in
fuelling ii.M.A. Ships SYDNEY and VENDETTA in succession by one

Aighter aid not leave enough time for fuel to be embarlked by

H.M. 4.8, DUCHESS before the scheduled time for departure.

25. At 17158 H.M.A.S. VENDETTA cast off and H.M.A&.8.
DUCHESS followed, Both ships proceeded out of Subie Bay at
1730H in order to be in & position to_screen E.M.A,8, SYDREY
on weighing and departing at 1800H. Passege was then made 0
Cap St. Jacques, South Vietnam.

26 A% OT00H on Sunday, 26th September H.M.3,5. DUCHESS
earried out an underway replenishment from H.M.A.S, SYDNEY.

27. At OGOOH on Tuesday, 28th September H.M,4.8. DUCHESS
was detached and procecded to the anchorage in the Baie de Tanh-
Roi, carrying out a Sonar Sweep en route, and aachored im
position 305 Point Gahn-Rai lLight 1,6 miles e 0715HE. H.M.A.S.

troops and equipment.

28, During the period in the anchorage continuous boat
patrols were run and the ship remained in Operation Awkwe 13
Statc 2 @t 1 hours notice for steam.
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29. . H.M.L.S. SYDNEY completed unloading shead of schedule
and at 0615 om Thursday, 30th September, H.M.A. Ships DUCHESS
and VENDETM welghed nnd proceeded from Cap St. Jacguea to carry
out o Aeparture screen for H.M.A.S. SYDNEY. When H.M.4.S,
SYDNEY finelly cleared the mouth of the Ssigon River at O0T15H
RK.M.A.S, DUCHESS in compeny with H.M.5.3. VENDETIA formed &
gechor screen.’ . :

30. At 1545H the same day an underway replenishment wes
carricd out from E.M.A.S. SYDNEY.

31. At 1700H on complétion of fuelling H.M.A. Ships DUCHESS
and VENDETTA were detached and at +he end of the menth were on
passege t0 Hong Kong. .

2. The condition of the ship and conditions om board

remain satisfactory. The health of the Snipts Company generally

remaine good end morale high and all look forward to $he oppor— .
tunitics for leave in Hong Xong. : :

I pave the honour to be

Sir,

Your obedient Servent
.‘&,/JW-“""
(I.M. Burnside)

Commander, R.4.H.
CLAPTAIN,
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