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H.M.A.S. DUCH=SS,
at Ses.

5th Septenber, 1965

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. Australian Fleet (REAR LINK),
Fleet Headguarters,

@ARDEN ISL4ND, N.S.',

Gopies to: The Flag Officer Commanding, H.M. Australian Fleet,
H.¥.A.S. MELBOURNE,

Commander, Far Fast Fleet (2).

Flag Officer Second in Commend, Far East Fleet.

, H,M.A.S8. DUCHESS - REPORT OF FROCEEDINGS -
AUGUST, 1965

8ir,

I have the honour to report. the proceedings of H.M.A.S.
DUCHESS for the month of Aungust, 1965. -

2a On Sunday 1st August, H.M.A.S, DUCHESS was berthed pord
;ide to alongside TOBRUK af the north end of Cruiser Vharf, Garden
sland, i

“Phe long gseif medntensnce a2nd long leave period, which
began on 5th July, 1965, expired on this day. :

3. At 0805 on Monday 2nd August, H.M.A.S. DUCHESS cast off
and proceeded to ses with H.M.A.S, VENDETTA (Cormander D.W. LEACH,
R.4.N.) in ocompany for exercises during the followlng three days
in the Sydney-Jervis Bay arsa in accordance with "SQUARE DANCE".
Throughout this period appropriste members of the Fleet Staff were
embazked to copduct Guanery, T.A.S., N.B.C.D., and Communications
Efficiency Tests and Departmental evaluations. .

3 Or. Vednesday 4th August, the 4.I.0. Efficiency Test was
‘ carried out during the forenoon. The ship was also topped up
with ammnition. At 1311K K.M.A.S. DUCHESS was moved by tugs to

Pitting Out Wharf, Garden Island and secured port side to H.HLA.S.
- VENDETTA at 1330K.

5. At 1100E on Friday 6th August, you called, Sir, for an

informal walk round H.M.A.S8. DUCHESS and thel addresgsed the

conbined Ship's Companicés of H.M.A. Ships DUCHESS and VENDETTA.
From Friday 6th August until Tuesday 10th August, the

time was spent in final preparations for the ships departure

for the Far East Station and service inm the Commonwealth

Strategic Regerve.
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G At DQOOK on Tuesdzy 10th Avguest, H.M.A.8. DUCHESS was
wioved by tugs and seoured port side to alongside Fitting Out Wharf,
forward of H.H.A.S. VENDETTA.

7. At 1000K on Wednasday 11th August, H.M.A.S. DUCHESS cast
0ff and proceeded from Sydney, with H.M.4.3., VENDETTA ip company,

. for the possage to the ror East Stetion. As this was the third
such passage this year the ships departure did not attract as much
attendence from farewelling next of ¥in as normelly associated
with such an event.

3. A% OBOOK on Friday 13th Auguet, H.H.A. Ships DUCHESS and
VINDETTA rendegvoused with H.M.a.S. ANZAC (Cormander I.H. KICHOLSON,
R.A.N.) with you, Sir, embarked, to the eastward of Huorvey Bay.

in A.A. shoot wae then conducted by both ships at &
Filotless Target Aircraft launched by H.M.A.5. ANZAC. The shoot
was delayed in the initial stages by two P.I.A. flight failures,
nowever the Phird flight gave good value antil it was splashed dQue
+o denage by gunfire from 'B'turret.

D On completion of the firlngs H.M.A. Shipe DUCEESS znd
“ENDETTA rondezvoused with H.M.A.5. SUPFLY (Captain W.J. DOVERS,
D.9.¢., R.\, §.) and refuelled before taking final departure irom
the Australisn Coash.

10, Tnroughout the pessage during the remainder of the mouth
exercises ms shown in Appendix 'C! were carried out and apart from
thage nothing of wvent oceurrod. Co

Both shi; passed through the Jomard Entrance at 2000K on
16th August and then passed north of Kiriwina Island and through
7itiez Streit to arrive st Seeadler Harbour a2t 0830X on Vednesday
18th August,

11, Or srrival 4in Seeadler Herbour & workboat was nede avall-
zble by the Naval Officer in Charge, New CGuinea (Actiyg Commander
~.7. SCEITZER, R.A.N.) for the purpose of exercieing the ships
KUMPIT boarding party. After piving the boet and erew the appro-
prizte troatment H.M.a.S5. TUCHESE berthed starboard side %o

- olongside the jesty st Lombrum Point ot 0S40K to refuel. During
the day the ship's landing and demolition perties were exercised
and the opportunity teken to progresa instruction for backward
swirmers. Sports teams wore also landed and their results are
ghown in Appendix 'DY.

12, At 1830K that ovening en official cocktail party was
ziven on board by both ships on the forecastle of H.M.. .S. DUCHESS.

13. At 0710K Thursday 19th Auwgust, H.M.A.S. DUCHESS cast off
nd followed H.M.A.S. VENDETTA to the anchorags off Topbrun Point.
mhis wns considered :.ecuimoat “ioiugcape the strength of the
preveiling south east wind which rises during the forenoon.

id. Yhile st anchor both ships exchanged boarding perties
aad then weighed at 1000K for passage to the Tawau arca.

15 At 18001 on Seturdcy o4st -August ‘both siiips agsumed
she $hird degree of A/A 2nd A/S readipess and at” 05301 On Uiy
22nd Augvst cho%pud to the operational control of the COrIE U §

Tnr Bast Fleet (Viece Admirnd, Sir, Pronk TWISS, K.C.B., D.S.¢.,RN),
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16. At 1000IK on Monday 23rd August, 2 rendezvous was made
with H.M.A, Ships YARRA (Capbein | H. LOXTON, R....N.) and
PARRAMATTA (Cormander R. FERCY, R.AN.) .

Turnover notes end publications were then passod and
unofficinl Chipese cmbarked. All ships finally continuad with
their respective paesages & “1200IK.,

17. A rvendezvous was made with R.F.A. PIDEREACH =t OT7O00H
on Weiveedey 25%h August 0 the south of Sibutw Pascege and both
shipe refuelled ebeom simulangously. On eom letion R.F.A, TIDEREACH
Vzlfi_ EITA proceeded via

Inlawali: Passoge for Singapore Naval Base.

} On asrival H.M.A.S. VENDETTA berthed first, starboard
side to ot No.6 berth, and H.H.A.S. DUCHESS on her at 1045GH
Saturdey 28th Auguat.

18, During the remeinder of the forenoon, gnd in company

with the Captdin, H.2M.3.5. YENDETTA, I ealled on the Commander,

Far Bast Flect, Vice Admiral, Sir Fraok TWISS, K.C.B., D.S.C.,

the Ohief of Staff to the Cozmander, For Bast Fleet, Rear Admiral .
D.H. MASON mnd the Admiral Superimtendent Rear Admiral R.C. PAIGE,

19. At 1130GH on Monday 30th August, The Comuender, Far
2mat Pleet addressed the cor.ined Ship's Companica and later net
officers and senior sailors personally.

20. During Mongay 30th Angust the Commend Team and Heads
9?5 ?gpwﬁmenﬁs- were bricfed on the general situgtion by the Fleeb
Sta . ' ' .

21, . At OB15CH on Tuesday 318% huguet, H.LAMS. DUCHESS cast

off and proceeded to carry out patrol duties in Malacce Strait
ané ot the end of the month was petrelling in the vieinity of
CAPE RAGHADO od 0.7.0. of a patrol group which ineluded H.M.4.S.
TBIS and K.D.! Sbi LEDANG.

o

22, The condition of the ship and conditions on board are
satisfactory. The health of tho ship's company ganerally is
good and conduet and morcle ro wing gholl

T have the honowr to be
Bix,

Your obedient servant

(1.1, Burnside)
Commender, Roo.N.
CJ‘LPTAIN-
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